
tected Shotover Country Park, behind the old 
Nielson site and two, either side of the Bayswa
ter Brook in Barton. One a site close to Oxford's 
Crematorium and though originally even clos
er, is still worryingly nearby a Triple SSI, inter
nationally known for its protection and conser
vation of wildlife. The last and smaller site in 
Sandhills is on Bayswater Farm Field, where 
sheltered under a canopy of ancient trees, the 
Bayswater Brook is home to water voles, badg
ers, deer and owls. 

There, for example, developers propose to cut 
down a huge mature tree, home to established 
bat colonies, to provide road access for con
struction vehicles and for the site. 

The sites selected, as with others throughout 
Oxfordshire, host extensive fragile wildlife 
habitats, with often rare, complex and irre
placeable biodiversity. 

They will be irreparably damaged by bull 
dozers, pile drivers, concrete mixers, tarmac 
spreaders and other traffic. 

The Bayswater Brook is designated as a Site 
of Local Importance to Nature Conservation in 
the Oxford City Local Plan that states: "Exist
ing habitats associated with the brook should 
be protected and opportunities for enhance
ment should be pursued" Governments and 
Local Authorities pledge one thing and do an
other. 

No amount of glib talk of compensatory biodi
versity gain elsewhere, green lollipop trees on 
site plans or happy herons on glossy brochures 
from developers will prevent the serious devas
tation of these vital natural assets. We need to 
act both nationally and locally to protect our 
ecology: We neglect to act at our peril! 

Dr David Adams 
Anne-Marie Sweeney 

Oxfordshire 

Climate consensus 
THE UK is about to host make or break climate 
talks. There is overwhelming evidence of the 
need to act now and a growing consensus for 
action, as the recent local and national Great 
Big Green Week showed. 

In September, Demos published a report con
. eluding that the UK public is united in support 
of a climate policy package that could exceed 
the Government's existing target for reducing 
emissions - but that it requires speedy govern
ment action. 

Yet we hear of disagreements with the Treas
ury over spending on the green recovery, even 

though the Stern review told us back in 2006 
that delaying action makes no economic sense 
and it will cost much more.The Climate Coali
tion's Great Big Green Week in Eynsham dem
onstrated the breadth and strength of feeling 
and the range of people and skills already tak
ing on the challenge at local level. 

The people of Eynsham and beyond came 
together to show and celebrate ways of tack
ling climate change and protecting the en
vironment to realise the many benefits of a 
greener future. We wanted to inspire locals 
and strengthen the resolve of our politicians 
to do better in the lead up to COP 26. It was a 
resounding success. 200 people put on over 60 
events over the week. An estimated 2,000 people 
engaged in activities ranging from music, art, 
games, nature recovery to future energy and a 
reflective talk tent which tackled the big issues 
of the climate and ecological emergency. 

The expertise and vision of the community 
showed what is possible right now. 

This was part of a national pattern that saw 
over 5,000 events uniting people across the 
country. An even greater response is planned 
for the Global Day of Action for Climate Jus

. tice on November 6th including a march in 
Oxford. 

We know what needs to be done and how to 
do it, but are held back by inadequate national 
policy. Now we need our leaders to lead, to take 
note of all this energy on the ground and re
double its COP 26 efforts. As the Demos report 
states: 'the public has spoken and it's time for 
the government to act.' 

Eynsham Great Big Green Week Team 
(Includes Tony Bovey, Sarah Couch, Lucy 

Dickinson, Ros Kent, Sue Raikes, Laura 
Stringer, Angle Titchen) 

Stay masked 
COVID cases in Oxfordshire continue at a dis
astrously high level. 

Yet fewer and fewer people seem to be wear
ing face-masks in shops and buses (at least 
around here - apparently the Scots are doing 
rather better). I can hardly be the only person 
whose reaction is that the more maskless peo
ple there are in shops, the less likely I am to go 
into those shops. If the Government wants to 
restore confidence and encourage us to be out 
and about spending money and supporting the 
economY, then re-introduce mandatory face
coverings on public transport and in all shops 
and other indoor gathering-places. The cur-

Nix 

rent casual "It's your choice" approach has it 
exactly backwards. 

Wasted power 

Katy Jennison 
New Yatt Road 

Witney 

ARE concerns about local planning issues 
diverting too much attention from the urgent 
issue of climate change? One increasing con
tribution is that from aviation. 

The requirement for high-energy fuels for 
aircraft seems to be leading to a general con: 
sensus that to reach zero production of green
house gases, small low-range aircraft such as 
those needed to connect local communities 
with poor transport connections are likely to 
use electrical power, but longer-range aircraft 
will need sustainable aviation fuel (SAF). 

This is likely to be produced by chemical 
reduction of carbon dioxide from the atmos
phere by 'green' hydrogen, since biological 
methods will use too much agricultural land. 

Production of hydrogen by electrolysis us
ing renewable electricitY, and fuel synthesis 
by 'green' methods have been demonstrated 
on a small scale, and have other applications 
beyond aviation, but the investment needed to 
reduce costs and scale up production is huge. 

However, aviation fuel is currently untaxed, 
by international agreement. One useful re
sult of COP26 could be to introduce the prin
ciple that it should be taxed. Fuel prices con
tribute around 20% to the average cost of an 
air ticket, so an initial tax of 5 % would only 
increase it by 1 % , which is small compared 
to the daily variations in overall prices deter
mined by market forces. 

The yield from this tax should be hypothe
cated to support the development of SAF pro
duction processes, which would benefit other 
sectors. It could be increased as the need be
came better established and accepted. 

More sustainable electricity could be pro
duced in Britain from wave and tidal power, 
yet investment in this predictable source of 
energY, including pumped storage schemes, is 
currently low. It could provide jobs in coastal 
areas hit by the close of other industries. 

At present this power is being wasted, and 
no, harnessing it will not bring the moon 
crashing down into your back garden! 

Dr Andrew Pritchard 
Laburnum Road 

North Hlnksey 

walking routes to tlie sc ool. ms o owed the 
recent appearance on the pavements of col
oured stencilled footsteps and other symbols. 

The Park and Stride initiative is great as it 
encourages children to walk to school rather 
than be taken by car. However, all but one of 
the routes leads walkers to the dangerous road 
crossing at the Hollow Way/ Horspath Road/ 
Barracks Lane junction. 

This junction is traffic light controlled, but 
the pedestrian facilities are incomplete. Pe
destrian signals are provided at only two of 
the four entrances to the junction. It is simply 
not safe for children to cross without an adult. 
Even adults find it difficult to cross. 

My attempts to raise my concerns with 'the 
powers that be' have sadly so far fallen on deaf 
ears. 

Council's traffic 
nightmare 

Richard Pannett 
WIikins Road 

Cowley 

THE county council are 'consulting' on yet an
other clever transformation to the streets of 
East Oxford- this time 'quickways' and 'quiet
ways', basically wider cycle lanes that remove 
parking places and narrow the space allocated 
to cars and buses so they can't pass oncoming 
vehicles if they adhere to the lane markings. 
Anyone who has recently driven along Wind
mill Road in Headington, where this was done 
during the first lockdown, will know how it is 
impossible to use the road and keep out of the 
cycle lane zone. 

The council even succeeded in missing their 
own deadline by not delivering leaflets about it 
until the deadline had passed, so they have ex
tended it to the end of October. The leaflets list 
the roads involved, but without a map showing 
the actual details (only online). 

They want to effectively narrow Cowley and 
Iflley Roads at the same time as they also want 
to close off all side roads to through traffic in 
a wholesale imposition of 'Low Traffic Neigh
bourhoods' (LTNs), aka road blocks, through
out East Oxford, which will force all traffic 
onto, guess where, Cowley and Iflley Roads, 
and The Plain. 

As I saY, a clever plan designed to increase cy
cling just as they also massively increase traf
fic on the same roads. Congratulations county 
traffic engineers! 

Dr Anthony Cheke 
Hurst Street 

Oxford 




