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West	Oxfordshire	District	Councillors’	Report,	2021-22	
 

Introduction	
The District Councillors for the ward of Eynsham & Cassington this year have been Carl Rylett, Dan 
Levy and Andy Goodwin. Andy was elected in May 2021 and replaced Ed James. 
 

 
 
Each of the three councillors has taken a position of constructive opposition to the current 
administration of the district, and in some areas, set out below, there has been much to oppose.   It is 
worth saying however that in some areas the performance of the district has been very good.  For 
instance, despite long periods when a high proportion of staff have been off sick with Covid, bin 
collections carried on through the pandemic, managed by contractor Ubico. 
 
The main issue to deal with remains housing, especially the Salt Cross Garden Village (2,200 houses) 
and West Eynsham Strategic Development Area (SDA)(1,000 houses). In July 2021 a hearing was held 
on the Garden Village where a National Planning Inspector held online meetings with stakeholders, 
including residents and local councillors, to assess the District Council’s Area Action Plan (AAP), and 
determine whether it is ‘sound’ (i.e. complies with national policies), or should be rejected, or requires 
modification. The result was that the Inspector made requests for changes to be made on wording and 
for additional information, mostly on phasing of infrastructure and viability. In response WODC 
provided a Salt Cross Garden Village Phasing Report in March 2022. So currently we are waiting for 
the Inspector to respond on whether the Area Action Plan is likely to be considered for approval and, if 
so, what changes are recommended. A new version of the plan will then go through one further stage of 
public consultation. 
 
More details can be found at: https://www.westoxon.gov.uk/planning-and-building/planning-
policy/salt-cross-garden-village/salt-cross-area-action-plan-examination/ 
 
While it would be better if Salt Cross wasn’t going to be built at all, and while there are still a number 
of flaws in the AAP, particularly relating to the crossings of the A40, nonetheless what has been 
submitted outlines a development that we can be proud of, with a genuine commitment to biodiversity, 
green space, active travel, zero carbon property and other “garden village” principles. We have 
repeatedly pointed out that any infrastructure changes required to support the expansion of Eynsham 
must be put in place in good time, and that the existing village must not be adversely affected. We will 
also continue to insist on Salt Cross being a proper garden village, and to press for cycling, walking 
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and public transport facilities to be delivered sufficient to allow proper connections between Salt Cross 
and Eynsham. 
 
As for West Eynsham SDA, we were disappointed that WODC backed down from writing a council-
led Master Plan, and instead allowed the developers to write their own. We were involved in the 
consultation process (led by the developers) along with members of the Parish Council and a small 
number of other residents, and insisted on there being a public event open to the general public. 
However, we were disappointed by the lack of ambition in the Master Plan when it was submitted, and 
that it was approved by the WODC Cabinet without any requests for modification. Although an 
opportunity was lost to demand better on e.g. energy standards, infrastructure and services, there will 
be opportunities to make the points again when site-specific applications are considered. One 
application for the far northern part of West Eynsham had already been submitted last year, and we 
expect others to come forward in 2022. 
 
We remain concerned that the current administration is allowing the 5 year housing supply for building 
to fall to dangerously low levels.  The land supply is fundamental to keeping the Local Plan in place, 
which in turn prevents developers building in places not currently “zoned” for building.   This problem 
is in large part caused by the failure of the huge strategic sites, like Salt Cross to start building, because 
there are so few officers employed by WODC, causing planning delays.   WODC has had a high 
turnover of staff in planning and there have been delays in areas such as validating planning 
applications. 
 
Carl and Andy both sat on the Climate Action Working Group. The informal cross-party nature of such 
groups offer some advantages over more formal scrutiny committees. Whilst we are impatient at the 
lack of progress being made on tackling the climate change emergency, the working group was 
functioning well, so we were disappointed when it was abruptly closed and folded into the 
Environmental Scrutiny Committee. Nevertheless, even if it remains this way, climate change is one of 
our main priorities. 
 
Much of the work at WODC takes place via scrutiny and planning committees. Carl is a member of  
the Lowlands Planning Committee and of the Environmental Scrutiny Committee. Andy is also on the 
Environmental Scrutiny Committee. Among the topics covered have been flooding - learning lessons 
from the flooding events in Witney town around Christmas 2019, and understanding better existing 
threats across the District and potential solutions. Another topic has been the scandal of water 
companies putting sewage into our rivers, and we supported a motion to demand more data from 
Thames Water, and we also work to put more pressure on them to invest in their infrastructure, 
especially before any more housing is built. Also discussed at Environmental Scrutiny was the 
replacement of bins around the District, which can take both dog waste and general litter. This in itself 
is welcome, but has not been implemented as smoothly as hoped. If there are any concerns about this or 
anything else please do not hesitate to get in touch with us. 
 
Dan is on the Finance and Management scrutiny committee, on the Audit and General Purposes 
Committee and on Lowlands planning He is the Cycling Champion for West Oxfordshire, and has 
therefore taken a close interest in the B4044 path to Oxford, the Lower Road path to Hanborough 
Station and the improvements to the A40 path, all of which we are confident will happen now there is a 
new administration at County Hall. 
 
And on to parking.   The County Council is taking back on-street parking enforcement from WODC.  
This is primarily so that it can be done properly.  As we see in Eynsham, enforcement of unlawful 
parking, even where it is dangerous or hurts our brilliant retailers, hasn’t been undertaken.  Unless 
residents want it, there will not be charging by the County Council for on-street parking.   Off street 
parking, including Back Lane here and the car parks in Witney remain under the control of the District 
Council, which will not be introducing parking charges.   The scaremongering otherwise has been 
unworthy of the people who started it.   We are very pleased to see the electric charging points in Back 
Lane -  overdue, but finally up and running. 
 
Please do get in touch with any of the councillors by email, phone or by stopping us in the street.  We 
want to hear opinions, resolve any issues and answer any questions. 


