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EDITORIAL

In any group of people where the average age is well over 60 one might expect 
'one or two deaths a year, but for the Eynsham History Group this has been an 
annus horribilis.  We have lost  Tim Hull-Lewis,  our outings Secretary 1998
2003; Mary Streat  (former wife of Basil  Streat,  our Chairman 1974-80) who 
organised the refreshments in those days; Professor George Adams who wrote 
about  Lord  Brain  of  Eynsham in E.R.  no.  18 (Bryan  Hyde  recently sent  an 
amusing article by Marc Abrahams — see p. 6  — which George would have 
enjoyed) Joan Weedon , our Vice-Chairman and Librarian at various times who 
contributed much to this journal,  notably her  fine obituaries  of  distinguished 
Eynshamites  such as Eric and Gwynneth  Gordon, William Bainbridge,  Mary 
Oakeley, Peggy Garland and Lilian Buchanan.

Last year we published an article by Daisy Ainslie Grabsky entitled 'Winnie's 
War'. Winifred was her sister (the girls were born in Eynsham), and Winnie's  
fascinating account as a WAAF in W.W.II when she served in an all-girl crew of 
a Barrage Balloon Unit was published just before she died. I don't know if she 
saw it in print.

On 20 March 2011 a new site trail with 9 plaques indicating the sites of the 
first and later Abbeys was officially opened. This trail, with its attractive leaflet,  
complements the much longer trail with its 6 cairns around the Abbey precinct, 
organised by the EHG in 2001.

On 23rd July St Peter's Church will re-bury the bones dug up during the 1980s 
excavation of part of the Abbey site.

Acknowledgements
Thanks to Brian Duffield for  the illustration on p.18, and to the Oxfordshire 
Family History Society for permission to reproduce the image on p. 8.
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THE MYSTERY OF THE MONUMENT SOLVED? 
by Brian Atkins

In the last  Eynsham Record no.28, 2011 the front cover carried a photograph I 
took several years ago (Fig. 1 is a scaled down version in black and white). Its  
caption on the inside of the front cover read “A broken column in the middle of 
a meadow on the Eynsham Hall estate. Explanations, please!” Incidentally the 
broken column features on the Ordnance Survey 1:50,000 Oxford map sheet 164 
(1974) at SP 390119 where it is labelled as 'Monument'.

I had suggestions from Fred Wright and Brian Spooner. Both of them agreed in 
proposing a masonic connection. Brian, himself a mason, supported this idea 
with some published  evidence  (Fig.2  taken  from  Free  Masonry Today  No.14 
Spring 2011). He  writes “note similarities  in style” and that “a brooch  featuring 
this symbol  arose at  the time of the American  Civil  War to be worn by the 
widows of fallen soldiers of both sides who were masons.”
When these suggestions came in, I immediately thought 'Oh, a visual pun!'  
given that the Mason family owned the estate for many years, but this would 
have been a very expensive joke, and I now think it much more likely that one 
or more of the Mason family were in fact free-masons.

F i g .  1

F i g .  2

BACK ON TOP

In 1882, the Master of Loyal Berkshire Lodge of 

Hope, No. 574, was Walter Wilson, who died 

in office aged 32 and was buried with full 

masonic  honours,  including  a  public 

procession, at Newbury.

Walter  Wilson's  grave  was  originally 
adorned  with  a gigantic  broken  column 
which, over the years,  had fallen to the 
ground and become partly buried.

A  lodge  team  unearthed  the  broken 
column  and  hoisted  it  to  its  original 
position  atop  the  grave.  The  cemetery 
has  now  been  designated  as  a 
monument  of  historic  importance  and 
is undergoing restoration.
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GARDEN FETE.

A dancing display was given by the 
Ruby Retsof*School of Dancing at a 
garden fete held in the grounds of the 
Orchard, lent by Mrs. W. R. Bishop, for 
the benefit of the Eynsham Nurses' 
Association, on Thursday week. 

The Mayoress of Oxford (Mrs. F. W. A. 
Bennett) opened the fete before a large 
gathering, and later the Mayor presented 
the prizes for competitions. The ground 
were illuminated with fairy lamps and 
electric lights among the trees, with a 
spot light thrown on the performers. The 
dances, which consisted of 28 items, 
were all well executed, and entertainment 
was also provided by Miss Joyce Taylor, 
Messrs. Kenneth Knight, Alf. Gibbons 
and T. Vallis. During the evening the 
Vicar of Eynsham, on behalf of the 
Association, thanked Mrs. Bishop and all 
who had assisted to make the fete so 
successful. Bouquets were presented to 
Miss Ruby Retsof and Mrs. W. R. Bishop. 
The following children took part in the 
dances: Misses P. Witheridge, D. Naylor, 
J. Page, G. Morris K. Bangs, E. Soden, 
M.Green, I Gosling, M. Millin, M. 
Richardson, E. Hall J. Newell, J. Crook 
and A. Mallett.

* Foster spelt backwards
From the Oxford Journal — Illustrated 

Wednesday February 24 1926
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IN MEMORIAM: DAVID RAIKES
by Peter Way

In  The Eynsham Record,  no.26: 2009 there  was  an article  on David Raikes, 
whose niece Sue lives in Eynsham. He was a promising poet, killed on April 
21st 1945, when the two-engined aircraft, an A20 Boston bomber built in the 
U.S. for the R.A.F., was shot down south of the river Po in Northern Italy. The 
other three of his "band of brothers" were John Hunt (21) an Australian, Alec 
Bostock (20), and David Perkins (20); David Raikes was 20. The remains of the 
aircraft and the bones of the young men were discovered buried deep close to 
Copparo, near Bologna, in Emilia Romagna, in 2011.

I spent the cold winter of 1944/45 among the canals and white cattle with my 
battalion  south  of  the  Po  and  we  fought  our  final  battle  on  April  23r d,  St 
George's Day, two days after David's death, near the aptly named Finale. And 
when recently Andrew Motion, poet laureate, was visiting us, he said that he has 
on his bookshelves a copy of David Raikes's  poems published in 1954 at the 
Fantasy Press near Eynsham. A copy was presented each year at Radley to the 
boy who won the David Raikes junior poetry prize ; it was the first prize for 
poetry he won — a moment in history.

I was reminded of a prescient verse in David Raikes's poem Thoughts on a 
Bicycle Ride to Eynsham [Ed.]

Think, also, of her sons who died to save her, [England] 
Who, after battle, found eternal rest
In lone forgotten graves by England blest,
Who loved so much beside, but loved her best.
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Buried Treasure
In mem. David Raikes

and friends
21 April 1945

One week more of war, no more, just days. 
Over the flowing Po troops escaping, 
Firing, retiring, yet many remaining; 
An enemy stubborn as ever, stays.

And into a surge of night-shells the plane 
With its crew of twenty-year olds then flew, 
Caught fire, and blazed, and plunged to its end, 
Deep into earth, its shape a dark stain.

Sixty-six years since, quiet canal-land 
With white cattle moving, smoothing the soil. 
Faint echoes whisper of war long past. 
Remains emerge of a brotherly band.

Peter Way

The remains of David Raikes,
my contemporary at Radley,
and his bomber crew were

unearthed recently after sixty-six years.
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In  E.R.  no.18 (2001)  pp.18-19 we published  an  article  by Professor  George 
Adams  entitled  Lord  Brain  of  Eynsham.  Dr  Russell  Brain  (1895-1966)  was 
created a baron in 1962 after a highly distinguished career in medicine. It is not 
known with any certainty why he chose Eynsham as his territorial.

More recently Dr Bryan Hyde, who was taught by Russell Brain at the London 
Hospital, sent me an amusing article from the  Guardian  of 25 January 2011, 
reproduced below. Its author is Marc Abrahams, editor of the bimonthly Annals  
of Improbable Research and organiser of the Ig Nobel prize [Ed.]

WHY HEAD AND BRAIN ARE ALL IN THE MIND
by Marc Abrahams

Nowadays, not many people read Brain on Head in Brain. That could change, 
because this year  [2011] is  the 50th anniversary of the publication of Russell 
Brain's mostly admiring six-page essay called  Henry Head: The Man and His  
Ideas, which celebrated the 100th anniversary of Dr Head's birth. Which means 
that this year [2011] we are, all of us, entitled to celebrate the 150 th anniversary 
of that blessed event.

Dr Brain — who was also Lord Brain, Baron Brain of Eynsham — was editor of 
the journal Brain. It would have been surprising had he  not  written that essay 
about Dr Head. That's because Head preceded Brain (the man) as head (which is 
to say, editor) of the journal (the name of which, I repeat for clarity, is Brain). 
Head headed Brain from 1905-1923. Brain became head in 1954, dying in office 
in 1967. No other editors in the journal's long history (it was founded in 1879) 
could  or  did  boast  surnames  that  so  stunningly  announced  their  obsession, 
profession and place of employ.  One of Dr Brain's  final  articles,  in 1963, is 
called Some reflections on brain and mind.

Dr Head wrote many monographs,  some quite lengthy,  for Brain.  The first, a 
135-page behemoth, appeared in 1893, long before he became editor. In it, Dr 
Head gives special thanks to a Dr Buzzard, citing Dr Buzzard's generosity, the 
nature of which is not specified.
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Improbable research

Reading Dr Brain's Brain tribute and other material about Dr Head, one gets the 
impression that Head had a big head, and that it was stuffed full of knowledge, 
which  Dr  Head  was  not  shy  about  sharing.  Brain  writes  “some  men  ...feel 
impelled to impart information to others. Head was one of those.” Brain then 
quotes Professor H.M. Turnbull as saying “I had the good fortune when first  
going  to  the  hospital  to  meet  daily  in  the  mornings  on  the  steam  engine 
underground railway Dr Henry Head. He ...  kindly taught me throughout our 
journeys about physical signs, much to the annoyance of our fellow travellers; 
indeed, in his characteristic keenness, he spoke so loudly that as we walked to 
the  hospital  from  St  Mary's  station  people  on  the  other  side  of  the  wide 
Whitechapel Road would turn to look at us.”

Brain says that Head “would illustrate his lectures by himself reproducing the 
involuntary movements or postures produced by nervous disease,  and 'Henry 
Head doing gaits' was a perennial attraction.”

In 1904, at the age of 42, Head married a headmistress — Ruth Mayhew of 
Brighton high school for girls. Brain assures us that she was “a fit companion 
for him in intelligence”.

Brain,  though  respectful  of  Head,  suggests  that  his  predecessor  was  over-
brainy: “He had many ideas; he bubbled over with them, and perhaps he was 
sometimes too ready to convince himself of their truth.”
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Fig. 1 Sir Walter Bedford's Grave

Copyright: Oxfordshire Family History Society
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THE BEDFORD BROTHERS
by Brian Atkins

In  the western,  oldest  part  of  St  Leonard's  churchyard  there is  a large  grave 
surmounted by a cross on a double plinth. On the front of the cross is a sword 
(Fig.1) The inscription on the upper plinth reads:

Sacred to the memory of
MAJOR-GENERAL

SIR WALTER G.A. BEDFORD
K.C.M.G., C.B., D.C.L., M.B.

Entered into rest
8 January 1922

On the south wall of the nave of the church is a rectangular plaque with the 
following inscription:

TO THE GLORY OF GOD
AND IN EVER LOVING MEMORY OF

WALTER GEORGE AUGUSTUS BEDFORD
MAJOR GENERAL K.C.M.G., C.B., D.C.L., DURHAM

BORN OCTOBER 24th 1858
DIED JANUARY 8th 1922
AND OF HIS BROTHER

WILLIAM ORLEBAR BEDFORD
PAYMASTER IN CHIEF R.N.

BORN JUNE 3rd 1848
DIED MAY 4th 1922

The initial letter of each word and titles are in red

K.C.M.G. = Knight Commander of (the order of) Saint Michael and St George 
C,B. = Companion of the (order of the) Bath
D.C.L. = Doctor of Civil Law (an honorary degree conferred by Durham 
University)
M.B. = Bachelor of Medicine
R.N. = Royal Navy

The question arises what was the connection between the village of Eynsham
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and these  distinguished  brothers  born nearly 10 years  apart  but  dying in the 
same year, one of whom is buried here?. I haven't yet answered this question but 
have uncovered a few facts. The brothers were born of English parents in a then 
united Ireland, William in Galway City and Walter in Letterkenny, Co. Donegal. 
In 1902 Walter was a Major in the Royal Army Medical Corps (RAMC), and at 
the time of the 1911 census he was a Colonel in the RAMC serving in South 
China  as  a  PMO (Principal  Medical  Officer?)  heading  a  very large  team of 
medical personnel and support staff. He was married.

In 1911, the older brother was a widower,  retired from the Royal  Navy,  and 
living in London with 2 female servants, a cook and a parlourmaid

Further  questions:  Orlebar?  Often  a  very  unusual  second  or  subsequent 
forename turns out to be the mother's maiden surname.

The emblem and motto on the top left  hand corner  of the plaque depict  an  
animal (probably an otter) holding a fish in its mouth with the motto below:  
Super custodiam meam stabo  (I  will stand at my watch). Despite the claim by 
the  OFHS  in  its  transcriptions  of  the  memorials  in  the  church  that  these 
represent a regimental badge and motto, I think these are personal or family 
symbols.  The  motto  comes  from  Habakkuk,  Chapter  2  Verse  1,  and  is 
certainly not regimental.

Why is the grave double size? There is only the memorial to Walter and this is 
centrally placed (Fig.1). Surely if William, who died only four months later, had 
been buried there,  his name would have been on the memorial also. Perhaps 
Walter's wife survived him and it was originally intended to be her last resting 
place.

Who paid for the large grave site, the expensive headstone, and the plaque in the 
church?  Both the brothers  had been married,  so it  is  likely that  there  was a 
younger generation

Finally why was Eynsham chosen for Walter's grave. Presumably he retired here 
after his long and distinguished military service, but why here? Perhaps he came 
to live near a married daughter who didn't share his surname.

Sources
Monumental Inscriptions at the Parish Church of St Leonard, Eynsham: O.F.H.S., 2002
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EYNSHAM -A POLITICAL VIEW
by Pamela Richards

What do we mean by 'politics'? The dictionary describes it as  'the science and 
art  of  government;  the  science  of  dealing  with  the  form,  organisation  and  
administration of a state or part of one, and with the regulation of its relations  
with other states'.  It  goes  on to list  such relationships for  example,  imperial, 
national,  domestic,  municipal,  communal,  parochial  and foreign.  It  also cites 
public and and social ethics, that branch of moral philosophy dealing with the 
state or social organism as a whole. For Eynsham there does not seem to be 
much to explore in the way of imperial, national or foreign relationships, but we 
shall see.

Municipal, communal and parochial aspects of Eynsham's relationships are of 
relevant interest. I think of the concept of a municipality because a licence for a  
market  was  given  by  King  Stephen  and  later  confirmed  by  Henry  II.  The 
occurrence  of  a  market  gave  the  place  the  qualification  of  being  a  town, 
although in some documents Eynsham is referred to as a 'big village'.  In the 
1960s there was still a market in the Square on a Thursday, but it has gradually 
dwindled to Mrs Brown's charity stall outside the Bartholomew Room and the 
Country Market held in the Church Hall.

Sometime ago the Junior History Group did a study of Parliament, learning 
that the word came from the French word 'parlement' meaning consultation. We 
looked right back to the Anglo-Saxon period when the kings had assemblies or 
councils,  sometimes  called  'witans'.  King  Ethelred  held  a  general  council  in 
1009 in the Abbey which had been founded under his reign in 1005. During the 
reign of Henry I in 1109 the restoration of the Abbey had been blessed by aid 
from the king, and later Henry II held a council here at which Hugh of Avalon 
was elected as Bishop of Lincoln in 1186. Villages tended to be ruled by the 
Lords of the Manor, with the help of parish priests and schoolmasters, those who 
were  considered  to  have  some  learning.  There  was  no  great  ruling  family 
although there were two manor courts, the Newland Manor court being situated 
in part of what is now the White Hart. The Abbey continued to hold sway until 
the Dissolution, although the monks didn't always conduct themselves properly..

It was in the mid 14th century that the main ideas of today's parliament were 
settled although at the time there were no elected representatives. At first it was
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wealthy  landowners  who  were  called  upon,  with  eventually  two 
representatives  from each county making up the House of Commons.  They 
were usually knights of the shire as well as important men from the big towns  
or boroughs. Parliament levied taxes and made laws and kept an eye on the 
power of the king. Members of Parliament representing Oxford can be found 
from 1295 to 1881 when there were two members for the town and Eynsham 
came within that constituency.

In the 16th century the lower 'House' became stronger although Henry VIII got 
parliament to do what he wanted - an example being the disestablishment of the 
church from Rome and making himself head of the English Church. Elizabeth 
was also noted for using her chief ministers. However, there was a little more 
'democracy'  at shire level. Those described as yeomen were qualified to vote 
for shire representatives and serve on juries. From the wills I have looked at 
there are five men in Eynsham who are described as yeomen in the 16 th century; 
Thomas  Blackman  in  1549,  Thomas  Creswell  in  1555,  Edward  Gunne  and 
George Makin in 1588, John Beere in 1595 and Richard Poynter in 1598. But  
we must not forget that John Barry who lived in the house now called the Elms 
was described as Mayor of Oxford and Eynsham. By the time of the Glorious 
Revolution  and  the  reign  of  William  of  Orange,  Parliament  was  now 
established  as  the  supreme  law-making  authority  in  the  land,  the  monarch 
continuing to choose his ministers.

During the 17th century there were more than 20 yeomen in Eynsham, as many 
as there were in the 18th century and we begin to see the names of families we 
know  continued  to  be  of  influence  in  the  governance  of  Eynsham.  The 
Quaterman  or  Quartermains  were  one  such  family  and  others  were  the 
appropriately named Wise family and the Wastie family.
The  18th century  saw the  growth  of  political  parties  although  the  king  still 
maintained some power. In 1784 George III kept William Pitt as Prime Minister 
even though he did not have a majority in parliament.

By the 19th century a prime minister realised he had to resign if his party did 
not  command  a  majority.  Out  of  this  grew  'cabinet  responsibility'.  Reforms 
during this time led to universal suffrage. Up to 1832 only men possessing a 
freehold  of  £2  a  year  could  vote,  based  on  values  of  the  15th century.  The 
Reform Act  of  1832 extended  the  suffrage  to  all  male  occupants  of  houses 
valued at £10 or more. Later acts in 1867 for towns, and in 1884 for country 
areas enlarged the franchise again, depending on the value of the property. In
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1918 the vote extended to all  men over 21 and to women over 30. In  1928 
women were put on the same terms as men, and in 1969 the vote was given to 
all over the age of 18. There was also a redistribution of seats. At one time these 
were  almost all  in the gift  of  wealthy landowners,  and there  were  some so-
called rotten boroughs. This meant there were only a few people with the vote 
living there so it was too easy for certain people to get a seat. There was also a  
lot of corruption; agents of members of parliament often getting people drunk 
so they voted the way they were told. This is one reason why now a candidate is  
only  allowed  to  spend  so  much  on  canvassing  and  has  to  account  for  his 
expenditure. At one time Oxford University had its own representative. There is 
still a problem about the size of constituencies, particularly between town and 
country areas.

Considering  that  Eynsham  is  so  near  Oxford  it  was  lucky  not  to  suffer 
particularly during the time of the Civil War. Perhaps those yeomen I mentioned 
earlier had known how to be diplomatic. In the church wardens accounts there 
are  items  of  repair  to  the  church,  but  these  seem to  be  likely  to  have  been 
ordinary  wear  and  tear  rather  than  any  'war  damage'.  A  great  deal  of  the 
governance of a place such as Eynsham was done through the church.

Men such as Lords of the Manor, priests and schoolmasters formed groups and 
became effectively the first parish councils. It was in 1601 that Church Vestry 
meetings were organised when members became responsible for the levying of 
the poor rate which was the first effective local tax. Everyone was entitled to 
attend the Church Vestry meetings but rather like today the attendance at such 
meetings did not really represent the whole of the village. Even today anyone 
may attend the Parish Church AGM at which wardens are elected and anyone in 
the parish may vote for these. There is a Vicar's Warden and a People's Warden.  
However,  today  only  registered  members  of  the  church  may  vote  for  the 
members of the Parochial Church Council.

But  what  of  Eynsham's  representation  in  Parliament?  When  the  people  of 
Eynsham voted up until the 1970s, they were voting for an MP who stood for 
the  constituency  of  Oxford.  Some  of  them  were  quite  colourful.  George 
Chesney who was elected Conservative MP for Oxford in 1892 had previously 
had a military career in India, and was a writer. He was succeeded by Arthur 
Annesley who was the 11th Viscount Valentia. He did not enter Parliament until 
1895 but was reported to be attending the Eynsham Conservative Club dinner in 
October 1886 which took place in a warehouse lent by Mr W. Shillingford
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where Valentia presided. There is an interesting note to say that what happened 
there  could  not  be  included  in  the  paper  as  the  usual  courtesy  of  the  press 
invitation had not been extended to them.

Earlier in the same year on August 20th there is a report of a meeting of the 
Liberals in support of a Mr McClean's candidature. This was said to have been  
held  in  the  Square  with  Sir  Henry  Dashwood  in  the  Chair  with  Alderman 
Buckell, Mr W.W. Wootten of Oxford, Mr W. Smith of Witney, Mr C. Watts, 
Mr Isaac Cantell, Mr H.Bigger, Mr L. Wall, Mr W. Sawyer and Mr A. Blake in 
attendance. The platform was a wagon lent by a Conservative. No arrangement  
seems to have been made beforehand, and when speakers appeared, chairs etc. 
were hurriedly borrowed from houses in the neighbourhood to accommodate 
them.  There  was  an  audience  of  about  300  persons,  many  of  them 
conservatives.  The  Chairman  introduced  the  candidate  who  gave  a  speech 
mainly arraigning the Government. It was generally quietly received, although 
there  was some heckling.  The resolution for  Mr McClean  was  carried  amid 
shouts of thanks from one side and 'no' from the other. The meeting closed with  
three cheers  for  Viscount Valentia,  the Conservative  candidate!  There was a 
meeting of  the Conservatives  on the same day at  Eynsham Hall  with James  
Mason in the chair and a speech in praise of Valentia was given.

In September the Conservative Association was reported as making progress in 
the Eynsham polling district with more support for Lord Valentia, who was later  
reported to be at Eynsham Hall on September 24th. As duck shooting at Eynsham 
Hall  was  reported  two days  later,  perhaps  he  took  part  in  that.  There  is  no 
mention of a duck house!

In  1886  the  Conservative  club  opened  on  premises  lately  occupied  by  the 
Reading Room which had ceased to exist. This Reading Room had been set up 
in 1883 in premises at 2 Wytham Terrace, described as a good house with the 
two best rooms taken for the purpose. There were also to be 'innocent' games 
such as bagatelle,  chess, draughts and dominoes. It  soon claimed to have 80 
members.  It  was  hoped  it  would  bring  much  good  to  the  young  men  of 
Eynsham  who  could  avail  themselves  of  the  chance  of  improving  their  
intellectual knowledge. Sadly it lasted only three years.

The Conservative  club  was  opened  under  the direct  patronage  of  Valentia, 
George  Herbert  Morrell,  James  Mason  and  James  Francis  Mason.  The 
subscription was to be 4d. a month and in addition a subscription library would
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open on Thursday afternoons and Saturday afternoons. The club was to open 
every weekday from 10am to 10pm and members could smoke and drink tea or 
coffee. Although there was a Liberal Club by February 1887 they did not make 
any attempt to rival the Conservative's Club..

More recently the Liberals have been more active in Eynsham with our District 
Councillors  fighting  under  the  banner  of  the  Liberal  Democrats,  with  Don 
Chapman,  a  devoted  member  of  the  party,  kindly  providing  me  with  some 
interesting material.

Viscount Valentia was elected MP for Oxford in 1895 and remained as MP 
until 1917. In October 1974 Anthony Wood wrote an article in the Oxford Mail  
covering  the  1910  elections,  the  first  being  in  January  and  the  second  in 
December. (Among the Wastie papers loaned to the History Group there are the 
Instructions to Personation Agents  for  that  Election) Anthony Wood's  article 
draws attention to the enthusiasm shown by the Eynsham chimney sweep who, 
on polling day dyed himself, his donkey and his cart blue. Things sometimes got  
a  bit  lively,  for,  after  the  Liberals  broke  up  a  Conservative  meeting,  the 
Conservatives retaliated by breaking up one of their meetings singing 'Vote, vote 
for Lord Valentia'.

Viscount Valentia was succeeded by John Arthur Ransome Marriot, who was 
Oxford MP from 1917 to 1922. He had taught modern history at Oxford. After 
leaving Oxford he became an MP for York. He was followed by Frank Grey who 
was a Liberal MP from 1922 to 1924. During World War I he had served as a 
private, refusing a commission. After the war he had worked as a farm labourer,  
then as  a  miner and then he toured around as a tramp and emulated George 
Orwell's  'Down and Out in Paris'  with his own  'The Tramp: his meaning and  
being'.  He was unseated in 1924 having been accused of corrupt practices. He 
then went travelling and died on his way back from South Africa, where he had 
gone for his health in 1935.

The Conservatives returned again with Robert Bourne MP who died in office 
while  walking  in  Scotland.  Quentin Hogg,  who later  became Lord  Hailsham 
followed him. He had come into parliament at the by-election of 1924. He voted 
against  Chamberlain and in 1950 was elevated to the House of Lords on the 
death of his father. Laurence Turner replaced him as MP in 1950, but fell out 
with the Conservative Party over Suez, and left Parliament in 1959. In later times 
he might well have been one of those targeted by the Daily Telegraph as he went 
in for an extravagant lifestyle and ended his career in bankruptcy.
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From 1959 to 1966 Christopher Montague Woodhouse (known as Monty) was 
the Oxford MP and again from 1970 to 1974, but during this period there were 
changes in the constituency boundaries.  In the Mid-Oxon Liberal  Association 
Newsletter  of  1976  Don  Chapman  recounts  reporting  on  the  election  which 
Monty Woodhouse won in 1964.

The  relevant  constituency  for  Eynsham  became  Mid-Oxfordshire  in  1974 
when in the February Douglas Hurd was elected. The constituency was created 
from parts of the seats of Banbury and Henley. In 1983 this was again changed 
and we came into the West Oxfordshire or Witney Constituency. Douglas Hurd 
was succeeded by Shaun Woodward in 1997. He started as a Conservative but 
defected to Labour in 1999. Douglas Hurd gave a talk to the History Group on 
one occasion and Shaun Woodward came once at a time we were worried we 
might lose the library. He said it was difficult to do anything when in opposition 
— perhaps that is why he changed sides. However,  should we have a further 
problem with our library, our MP is no longer in opposition ! While he was in 
opposition  David  Cameron  gave  talks  to  the  History  Group  and  the  Junior 
History Group.  We have also seen him in Eynsham more recently when the 
Eynsham Cookbook was launched and to which he contributed.

Other  politicians  visiting  Eynsham  include  a  former  to-be-Prime Minister, 
Clement Attlee who came here in June 1943 and gave an encouraging speech 
“When  I  think  how  we  have  come  through  I  rejoice  in  the  strength  of  
democracy ...The Government and Parliament have imposed many duties on the  
citizens,  but  the citizens themselves  have gladly and freely taken many more  
upon themselves ... Truly we have a great inheritance ...something of supreme  
value  to  the  world.  When  peace  comes  ...  the  tired  and tortured  peoples  of  
Europe will look for a lead from this country and surely they will not look in  
vain.” He was visiting his nephew who lived in Newland Street. Eynsham had 
done its bit during the war, but that can be read about in other Eynsham Records.

But back again now to the more immediate political business of the Parish 
Council  and  the  District  Council.  It  was  Gladstone  who piloted  through  the 
Local  Government  Act  for  the  formation  of  Parish  Councils.  In  the  Oxford 
Times  of September 22nd 1894 it  was reported  that  rules for  the Election of 
Parish  Councillors  had  been  sent  out  to  the  overseers  of  every  rural  parish 
containing a population of 300 upwards in England and Wales. The instructions 
sent to every County Council and to the Clark or Guardian of every Poor Law 
Union which contained parishes entitled to a council of their own, stated that
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the first election was to be on Tuesday 4th of December of that year. A report on 
the 22nd December stated that at the Eynsham election Mr Alfred Blake and Mr  
J.0 Watts were elected as District Councillors, and for the Parish Council the 
following  were  elected  in  order  of  the  number  of  votes  they  gained  — 
J.Juggins,  W.N.Bricknell,  Alfred Blake, John Buckingham, Arthur Blake, W. 
Arnatt,  W.J.Green,  J.C.Watts,  H.H.May,  J.Cox,  J.Bickerstaff,  J.Ashton, 
E.Stokes and W.W.Jeffreys.  I know little of how these gentlemen carried out 
their duties but the names are familiar and of course there are no females. Each 
council had to have a Chairman, a Vice-Chairman, a Clerk and a Treasurer. The 
Clerk's position was salaried. An income, to be got from rates, was levied on  
agricultural land at first. However, this was a bad time for agriculture so that 
system was abandoned and householders were obliged to pay rates. After World 
War  I,  the  Government  gave  serious  responsibilities  to  the  Parish  Councils 
including the provision of allotments and playing fields.

In Eynsham in 1936 the Parish Council became responsible for providing a fire 
engine and men to use the equipment. The matter was discussed from February 
1936 to March 1937. The arrangements that had to be made can be found in 
Eynsham Record no.13. In the same issue there is a picture of members of the 
parish Council  in the 1920s and again there are well  known names, some of 
which reappeared on the Council in the 70s and 80s — such names as Burden, 
Pimm  and  Green.  It  was  the  Parish  Council  which  set  up  an  appeal  for  a 
Recreation Ground and for which while I was a Councillor I had responsibility. 
Aat this time Mr David Wastie was Chairman of the Council.

But what of Eynsham's national and foreign involvement in politics? We did 
play a small but interesting part in a very important episode of World War II  
'Operation Mincemeat' was a plot to mislead the enemy about the re-invasion of 
France. A body was to be washed up on the Spanish shore with the apparent 
plans on it. Giving authenticity to the body was crucial. The home address of the 
fictional  major  carrying  the  documents  was  Scott's  House,  Eynsham!  It  also 
happens that the underwear he was given had been donated by the widow of the 
late Warden of New College, A.L.Fisher. This clothing was re-laundered so that 
there would be a consistency of laundry marks. As we know the plot succeeded.

So it is hoped that Eynsham will continue 'the science of dealing with the form, 
organisation and administration of a state or part of one, and with the regulation 
of its relations with other states',  mainly domestic, municipal,  communal and 
parochial to the best of its ability.
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Carfolks, when the butcher's shop was on the corner. (Photo courtesy of Brian Duffield)





TWO RECUSANT CATHOLIC PRIESTS
by Brian Atkins

In early 2010 I was contacted by e-mail by Richard Meredith, a writer and 
traveller,  of  Newport  Pagnell,  Bucks.  He  was  researching  his  Reynolds 
ancestors and wanted to know what we could tell him about the Revd. Richard 
Reynolds (1565-1660) and the Revd. Thomas King (1606-1669) who both lived 
in Eynsham during the Commonwealth. This was a time when attendance at a 
C.of  E.  church  was compulsory and  both these  men were  recusants,  Roman 
Catholics no less. Moreover they had been Catholic priests in their respective 
parishes,  Reynolds  in Stoke Fleming,  Devon, and King in Ilmington,  Warks. 
Both had been sequestered, that is disowned by the Church of England, and their 
benefices taken away. They found refuge in Eynsham.

The story really begins when Richard Reynolds's uncle, Edmund Reynolds 
(1538-1630) a tutor at Corpus Christi College, Oxford, and his partner Henry 
Jackson sold the property at  the junction of  High  Street  and Queen Street 
(formerly  Pucke Lane)  Fig.1  to  Corpus  Christi  College  in  1609,  who then 
leased it back. When the Revd. Reynolds was deprived of his living in Devon 
his uncle arranged for him to live in this property in Eynsham The younger  
Reynolds was a lessee by 1633. He may have lived in the building shown on  
the 1615 Corpus Christi estate map with the prominent porch on the site of  
the  modern  Elms,  although  this  building  was  at  some  stage  sublet  as  a 
working farmhouse.

The Revd. Thomas King , also a sequestered Catholic was linked by marriage 
to Richard Reynolds via the distinguished Martin and Knight families. Thomas 
King's father-in-law, for example was Michael Martin, gentleman.
Thanks to the Warwickshire County Record Office we know quite a lot about 
Thomas King before he came to Eynsham. The son of Francis King, he was 
born in 1606 and installed as  Rector  of  Ilmington  on 14 July 1635,  having 
graduated from Oxford University with an M.A. (we don't know the date or his  
college,  but  doubtless  these  could  be  discovered  ).  He  had  four  daughters  
between 1639 and 1647, with another baptised in 1654. He was charged hearth 
tax on no fewer than 6 hearths but didn't pay for any. He was ejected from his  
living in 1646. It was after this that he came to Eynsham , no doubt as a result 
of his family and religious connections with Reynolds. He first appears in John 
Whiting's Survey of Eynsham in 1650 when he appears to be in possession of
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three properties (see my reconstructed map: E.R. no.6 1989, pp.40-50). These 
are a property on the west side of Mill Street (65), one on the junction of High 
Street and Puck Lane, opposite the Corpus property, now known as Hill House 
(110), and a large 2 acre 3 perches rectangular plot on the south side of High St  
(then Thames St) (113). King is listed as Mr King, a reference to his status most 
inhabitants were referred to by forename and surname. By this date, 1650, there 
is no mention of Reynolds, although Mr Meredith believes that they may have 
been 'neighbours'. If this is correct, the nearest of King's properties to Reynolds 
would been the Hill House plot i.e. opposite each other across Queen St., then 
Pucke Lane.

According to the VCH , p. 152 'in 1603 a dozen Eynsham people were listed as  
recusants and several  families, notably that  of Richard Reynolds,  gentleman, 
were  persecuted  in  the  early  17th century'  but  of  these  'dozen'  Eynsham 
recusants, so far as we know, only Reynolds and King were clergymen. There  
is no mention of either of them, nor of their spouses or progeny, in the parish  
records of St Leonard's (C.of E.), but this is hardly surprising in view of their  
Catholicism.

-------------------------------------------------------------------

In the early 1900s A.J. Jepson was reputed to be the best cricketer Eynsham had 
produced He was a schoolmaster  and the only brother  of  Miss  May Jepson, 
schoolmistress at Eynsham. He died in the world-wide influenza pandemic at the 
end of the 1914-18 war
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SCANDAL, FEMALE INCONSTANCY, 
OR CLANDESTINE MARRIAGE? 
WHAT DO YOU THINK?

by Lilian Wright

“0! Don't suspect my constancy, for had I not gave you a vow, it would  
have been impossible for anything to alter my love: Was he Master of  
all the Eloquence of an Orator, it would be lost on me, for my heart is  
insensible, it is armed with Ice, and it is not in the power of any person  
to warm it but you; you only can give Ease to my Mind, and tune my  
Soul. All my future Happiness depends on you.”

Is this a quotation from a Mills and Boon book 2011?
No, it is from The Gentleman's Magazine of 1734 and involves Eynsham residents.

[Passages quoted are set between double inverted commas]

“Extract  of  the  Case  of  the  Rev.  Mr  John  Goole,  and  Miss  Margaret  Hudson. 
Published in a book, priced 2s.6d. as a Caution to Persons of both sexes, either in 
making or receiving Addresses, in way of Matrimony.1734.

John Goole MA, Master of the Free School of Witney and Vicar of Eynsham, whose 
Wife died November 2nd,1729, made his Addresses to Miss Margaret  Hudson, in 
Easter Week 1730. Miss Hudson was the only child of the late Dr Hudson, Keeper of 
the Bodleian Library, and then lived at Eynsham with her Mother Mrs Hall, widow of  
the late Dr Hall, her third husband. Miss Hudson seemed pleased with Mr Goole's 
first  Addresses,  but  meeting her  accidentally soon after,  she seemed very shy.  On 
Lady Day 1731, Mr Goole went to Mrs Hall's, when there arose a dispute about Miss 
Hudson's age, who affirmed that she was but 19, as appeared by a note writ by her 
father in a Bible, asserting she was born July 24 1712; which Mr Goole narrowly 
inspecting, discovered that the figure 2 was originally a cypher.”

Thomas Hearne took a great interest in this case and has many references to it in his 
Remarks and Collections' In Vol.XI he says “By my account Dr Hudson was
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married  April  2nd 1710;  his  daughter,  Margaret  was  born  July 24th 1711” So in 
March 1731 she was nearly 20”.( To return to the Case.)

“On Good Friday following, Mr Goole went again to Mrs Hall's, and was received by 
Miss Hudson in a most obliging manner.  The next day Mr Goole and Miss had a  
private meeting, when, at his request, she made him a promise, with this reservation 
`as far as it was in her power, not being of age.'

On May 5th he went to Eynsham [(John Goole lived most of the time in Witney], and 
her mother being abroad, they had an opportunity of pursuing their Courtship without 
interruption. After some discussion had passed, he kneeled on his right knee and said, 
'Dear Miss, I here solemnly, and in the presence of God, engage myself to you: You 
shall not engage yourself to me; you shall take your own time for it' She took him up 
with both her hands, and said 'It is all one as if I had.' He returned her thanks, adding, 
'If you were to engage yourself to me while you are under age, I do not know whether 
it  would be of any force in Law'.  Before he left  her,  he desired her  to sound her  
Mother, to know if she would consent he should marry her.”

At this time it was essential for a legal marriage to have parental consent if one of the  
persons was under age which Margaret Hudson clearly was. She would not have been 
21 until July 1732.

May12th. “He received her letter, informing him that her Mamma had declared 'she 
had rather follow her to her grave, than see her his; charging her to slight and neglect 
him; and concludes, that therefore she must of necessity, be unhappy or disobedient;  
but be it which way it would, he should always have a place in her affection.' Upon 
this Mr Goole wrote offering to desist and resign her. In answer he received another 
from her, in which she desires 'he would not wrong her Love, nor think her capable of 
asking so unjust a thing.'

May29th. “Mr Goole received a letter informing him of a Rival, whom her Mamma 
designed for a Husband, a farmer of good Estate; and in her next dated June 6th 'You 
seem  to  have  some  slight  jealousy  of  this  intended  Rival:  0!  Don't  suspect  my 
Constancy,  for  had  I  not  gave  you  a  Vow,  it  would  have  been  impossible  for 
anything to alter my Love: Was he Master of all the Eloquence of an Orator, it would 
be lost on me; for my Heart is insensible, it is armed with Ice, and it is not in the  
Power of any Person to warm it but you; you only can give Ease to my Mind, and
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tune my Soul. All my future Happiness depends on you.' This letter being so frank 
and  affectionate  made  Mr  Goole  very  desirous  of  paying  his  Mistress  the  most 
grateful Acknowledgements in Person. On June 10th, he waited upon her; and after as 
kind a Reception as she could possibly give him, or he desire, she said, 'Dear Sir, you 
have engaged yourself to me in the most honourable manner; and I think it's Time for 
me to engage myself to you.' To which he answered, 'My Dear, tho' I was resolved  
never to press you to it, yet, you may assure yourself, I shall accept it with great Joy 
and Gratitude; and if you approve it, I know no Method more binding, or sacred, than 
the Office of the Church.' To which she replied 'with all my Heart.' He then asked her 
whether there was anything between Mr Boyce and her? Her answer was 'She had had 
nothing to say to him for above a twelvemonth.' Then they both stood up, and he with 
his right Hand taking her by hers, said, I John take thee Margaret &c. Then letting go 
her Hand, she took him by his Right, and repeated after him, 'I Margaret take thee 
John' &c. After which he said, 'My Dear, I have left out  to love, honour, and obey'  
She answered, 'Ah, dear Sir, how came you to leave out those words?' He replied, 'I 
don't  know,  but  they  should  be  in'  and  she  answering  'So  they  should,'  he  said, 
'Madam, we must begin again, which she did, mentioning the words omitted. He then 
put a Ring, with this inscription `Crescat  Amor' upon the fourth fmger of her left  
hand, and said, 'With this Ring,' &c . When he had done he said to her, 'Now, my 
Dear, you are my Wife as much as ever you can be in the presence of God.' To which  
she answered,  'Yes,  I  designed so, or I would not have done it.'  And immediately 
threw both her arms about his neck, and pressed his face to hers a considerable time.  
In pursuance of this solemn Contract, in her subsequent letters, she subscribed herself 
Your dutiful and affectionate Spouse. Mr Goole in one of his letters had intreated her 
not to love him too well. This she answered in the following manner, 'My dear, dear,  
Love, I can't comply with your command; I can't help loving you, you are dearer to
me than Life, and I could sooner part with it than you.'”

Was this  a  true  Clandestine Marriage? Although Thomas Cromwell  in  1538 had 
instructed  all  parsons  to  record  every  marriage,  baptism  and  burial  this  was 
sometimes not done and especially after the Civil War. In fact the legislation became 
obsolete at the Restoration and clandestine marriages were fairly common, especially 
in London in the early 18th century and were centred around the Fleet Prison. They 
were  carried  out  by ordained  clergy  and  could  be  in  'chapels'  in  taverns,  coffee 
houses and shops. No banns or licences were needed but a record was kept by a  
register keeper. I think it is in this last part that John Goole made his big mistake. The
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marriage was not officially noted down. The Marriage Act of 1753 brought in much 
stricter regulations.

At the end of June John Goole wished to go to London but knowing the "Violence 
and  Baseness  of  Mrs  Hall  and  apprehending  what  she  might  do  during  his  stay 
cautioned her [Margaret] against any such attempt; and gave her 5 guineas, to hire a 
chariot  to bring her  to him should her  Mother force her  from Eynsham. This she 
promised. On his return he received letters from her, in which she informed him that  
her Mamma had discovered their intrigues, and was very angry, and that she had been 
with her to Oxford, to visit Sir John Boyce, and had made a Match between Sir John's 
son and her, that she had been obliged to confess her intention to marry him, 'that I 
had promised you, and that you had laid out £150 upon cloaths for me, and that I 
could not nor would go back on my promise. I am assured she will give her consent, 
your affectionate spouse, M.H.' Mr Goole went the next day to Mrs Hall's; who tho' 
she refused to let him see Miss Hudson, was in other respects pretty civil, but Miss  
paid him all the Compliments she could out of her Chamber Window.

July  25th.  Miss  sent  him  her  last  letter,  without  date  or  subscription,  and  was  
probably dictated by her Mother. 'Sir, I have almost got her consent, so I think it will 
be improper for you to come, as you designed, nor likewise to talk with her, 'till I  
find she is a little cooler.'  When the Messenger received this, she delivered her 3  
letters from Mr Goole with this message, 'My Master sends you his most humble  
Respects,  and  desires  you  to  be  easy,  and  all  will  soon be  well.'  To  which  she 
replied, 'Give my dear Respects to my Spouse, and told him that she should go to 
Oxford the Morrow, and not return till Thursday; that she should want to speak to  
him that day, and desired him to be at home all the day.' Which he was, but neither  
saw nor heard from her. She gave these orders not above an hour before Mr Boyce 
came to her, and was that very Day married to him in the Parish Church of 
Cowley.

For what followed I turn to Thomas Hearne again. In his 'Remarks and Collections' 
Vol. X, there is this entry. “1731, Sept. 25th, Yesterday, in the afternoon, was buried in 
the Chancel of St. Marie's Church, Oxford, the widow Hall, by her second husband, 
Dr John Hudson, she being brought from Eynsham in a herse, and she was buried in 
a leaden coffm, tho' her second husband was buried in one of wood. She has left the  
character behind her of a most vile, stingy, wicked woman. Her cruelty to all three  
husbands is sufficiently talked of, but what is worst is her behaviour with respect to 
her daughter, who was contracted in marriage to the Rev. Mr John Goole,
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Vicar of Eynsham and Master of the Free School of Witney, a widower whose wife  
had been dead some time and by whom he had no child. And this Contract was made 
not only with the daughter's but mother's consent, and the day for solemnity of the  
marriage was fixed to be the 30th of July last,  being the very day after  she was 
married to Mr Boyce; and Mr Goole had prepared her wedding apparel and all other  
things proper for the occasion, spending a great deal of money; but contrary to this  
contract, the daughter, by persuasion of the mother, purely out of covetous temper, 
was married to Boyce, which in a little time so struck upon the Mother by the just  
judgement of God Almighty (which ought to be a good warning to all parents and 
children  to  take  care  of  the  due  observance  of  marriage  contracts),  that  she  fell  
raving mad, and so died within three or four days after. A day or two before she died, 
she ran distracted out of bed, without shoes or stockings or anything hardly to cover  
her nakedness, and so run about two miles, and when brought home three or four 
men were forced to hold her in bed, all which time till her death she continually, as it  
were,  cried  out,  Take  the  Parson,  Take  the  Parson,  showing  how much  she  was 
touched in conscience that her daughter according to Contract was not married to Mr 
Goole, who knew nothing of the daughter's  engaging with Mr Boyce till after the 
marriage was over;  at which he was deservedly amazed and confounded,  and the 
more so too when he heard that this young creature was also engaged to Weston of 
Cowley,  a  rich  man of  about  50  years  of  age,  it  may be  also  with the  mother's  
connivance. As for Mr Goole, he is an honest man of about 44 years of age and in 
very good circumstances.  The Daughter  often declared  to several  how dearly she 
loved Mr Goole, but said she would never love Mr Boyce.”

“1733.  June 21st.  The Arches  Court  of  Canterbury,  a  further  hearing in  the cause 
depending, between the Rev. Mr John Goole, vicar of Eynsham, plaintiff and Mrs 
Hudson,  alias  Boyce,  wife of  John Boyce  Esq.,  defendant,  concerning a marriage 
contract,  prior  to  Mrs  Hudson's  marriage  with  Mr  Boyce,  when  the  Judge,  after 
hearing counsel on both sides was pleased to pronounce sentence in favour of Mrs 
Boyce's marriage. When the news came to Oxford, Sir John Boyce had St. Marie's 
Bells rung for joy. Notwithstanding the sentence, I can hardly doubt (and most agree 
with me) that there was a contract.”

“1734. June 15th. Mr West gave me Mr Goole's book about his case. It appears plainly 
from thence that  there was a most solemn contract,  and that Mr Goole acted very 
honourably with respect to that contract.”

I do not think that on his part it was a scandal. It was a Contract for marriage not a  
clandestine marriage but I think we may say it was Female Inconstancy.
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SOLDIERS of EYNSHAM before and during WWI
by Michael Cross

[This article complements the details of the WWI men whose names are 
recorded on the War Memorial as listed by John L. Blakeman in E.R. no.26, 
2009, pp. 22 et seq.]
The soldiers of the Great War have interested me since childhood having seen 
faded  photographs  of  unknown men  in  uniform  in  my  grandparents'  house. 
Having grown older myself I can now see that those photographs were in fact of  
boys in uniform, but who were required to perform a man's duties.

Eynsham has a rich military history; in my work as a volunteer with the Soldiers 
of Oxfordshire Trust (SOFO) I focus on the Queen's Own Oxfordshire Hussars, 
previously  known  by  various  similar  names  and  commonly  known  as  the 
Oxfordshire  Yeomanry  (Fig.1).  Recent  work  has  included  the  recording  of 
names from various historic records and specifically the Register of Attendance 
at Annual Camps where men were required to train and practise in addition to 
their weekend obligations. These Eynsham men feature having enlisted on the 
date shown against their names:-

Blake(2) March 1877 
Dennis September 1883 
Eagle 1886
Gardner February 1892 
Hopkins 1887
Merry February 1868 
Pickett March 1884 
Turner June 1902

Burden March 1883 
Druce 1990
Eltham March 1883 
Hedges March 1895 
Kearsey March 1878 
Perrin March 1892 
Putt 1888
Webb 1901

Davey May 1902 
Druce February 1886 
Franklin March 1883 
Hicks March 1891 
Lowe October 1892 
Pickett 1889

Sargent March 1891

These  men  tended  to  be  mainly  farmers'  sons  or  from  the  allied  trades  of 
blacksmith,  farrier,  saddler.  The  officers  were  almost  exclusively  from  the 
nobility  and  upper  classes— in  the  late  19th century  they  included  Viscount 
Valentia, the Brasseys from Heythrop, Masons from Eynsham Hall, the Duke of 
Marlborough and Lieutenant Hall (best known for his brewery).  Little else is 
known of the men themselves although we have group photographs that include 
some of them and indeed some of the later enlisted men continued their service 
into the Great War where more information can be obtained.
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Fig 1 Eynsham connections in the Queen 's Own Oxfordshire Hussars, Woodstock Squadron, 1911, include 
Trooper Perrin, front row, extreme left. Trooper Davey front row, extreme right, and Trooper Wastie back/fourth 
row, extreme right. Also included are Major Jack Churchill in the centre of the seated/second row, with 
Lieutenant Dillon to his right and Lieutenant F.E.Smith (later Lord Birkenhead) to his left. 
(Illustration 'cut' from a larger group photo.) 
All photos in this article are courtesy of Oxfordshire Yeomanry Trust and Soldiers of Oxfordshire Trust.
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Many more men had become career soldiers by joining the Oxfordshire and 
Buckinghamshire Light Infantry,  previously known as the Oxfordshire Light  
Infantry; OBLI records are more extensive and the SOFO archives can be rich 
in information about these infantrymen. Part-time soldiering was available on 
horseback with the Yeomanry and on foot with the OBLI. With the outbreak 
of  the Great  War local  men frequently flocked to these local  regiments  but  
many were  posted to  other  regiments.  As the war  progressed  another  local  
opportunity  arose  with  the  creation  of  the  Oxfordshire  Heavy  Artillery,  
eventually becoming four batteries of initially local men.

The  Eynsham  men  who  died  in  the  Great  War  are  known  from  the  War 
Memorial  alongside  the  church  and  there  has  been  much  work  done  on 
identifying  them.  More  difficult  is  learning  about  the  men  who  served  and 
survived the mechanised slaughter that trench warfare brought. It was in honour 
of  both  these  surviving soldiers  and  their  fallen  comrades  that  the  Eynsham 
Institute was created. More on this later.

Newspapers of the period recorded details of the fallen and the injured, more  
particularly in the early years of the war, and also of the award of honours.  
Two Eynsham men were toasted at a Smoking Concert at the Red Lion in 1915 
for their endeavours in November 1914; Private George Hall and Private Harry 
Merry  were  both  awarded  the  Distinguished  Conduct  Medal  for  a  joint 
enterprise when they forced the enemy to abandon an attack and in doing so 
inflicted a large number of casualties. Both men were career soldiers of the  
OBLI 2nd Battalion but neither man had escaped unscathed from the war. They 
had been invalided home at that time and although both returned to the front 
neither man continued his service with the OBLI. Harry Merry was sent to the 
Royal  Warwickshire  Regiment  and  later  the  Hampshire  Regiment,  while  
George Hall was moved to the Labour Corps, presumably now unfit for front  
line service.

Less fortunate were the career soldiers of the OBLI 1st Battalion. They were 
part  of  17th  Infantry  Brigade,  6th  (Poona)  Division,  Indian  Army,  based  at 
Ahmednagar and on 19 November 1914 they left Bombay and were moved to 
modern-day  Iraq  to  meet  the  threat  posed  by  the  Turkish  army  to  British 
interests in the area. A year of unresolved warfare ended with a siege at Kut and 
Private John James from Newland Street died of wounds in the course of this 
and is buried at Kut War Cemetery.
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Fig. 2 Sent by telegram.
The urgent Embodiment ('Calling Up') notice

issued on the outbreak of war.
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The Witney Gazette published regular lists of men serving in the Great War. 
These were compiled with the help of readers but were invariably not up-to-date; 
the December 19th 1914 list includes Private Hall but omits both Private Merry 
and Private James. Eventually these lists became so long that they filled many 
columns each week with men of the town and the many surrounding villages 
included.

When war broke out in August 1914 reservists were recalled, territorials were 
summoned and volunteers stepped forward. Men of the Oxfordshire Yeomanry 
were  summoned  to  their  Squadron  Headquarters  by  telegram  (Fig.2);  they 
hardly  needed  to  open  the  message  —  the  outer  envelope  was  marked  
'MOBILIZATION'. There must have been some urgent scrambling going on as 
the  men  collected  their  kit,  prepared  their  horses  and  set  off  for  HQ.  The 
Eynsham men included Trooper George Davey who had enlisted in 1902; now 
a Corporal and almost a veteran soldier aged 32, he worked for his father as a 
saddler  in  the  High  Street.  His  destination  was  Christ  Church  in  Oxford;  
whether  he  rode,  walked  or  went  by  train  is  not  known,  but  Captain  Guy  
Bonham Carter's  instruction is quite clear as was the threatened punishment 
for non-attendance.

Two members of the Buckingham family joined the Queen's Own Oxfordshire 
Hussars  together  in  June  1915  maybe  in  the  hope  of  serving  together.  
Alexander went on to serve for almost three years, eventually as a member of  
the Machine Gun Corps Cavalry, still alongside the QOOH before he was killed 
in action at the Battle of St Quentin. He does not have a named grave but is 
remembered on both the Pozieres Memorial in France and on Eynsham War 
Memorial.  Herbert  Buckingham's  service  was  much  briefer  —  he  was 
discharged after 139 days service. A doctor in the Royal Army Medical Corp 
had  actually  witnessed  him  suffering  from  an  epileptic  fit,  and  it  was 
acknowledged that he had suffered from a similar fit a year earlier.

Fig.3  Trooper  Frederick  Harris  of  the 
QOOH  Later  the  well  known  Eynsham 
butcher
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Well known Eynsham butcher Frederick Harris (Fig.3) was another member of 
the QOOH. He was clearly an experienced horseman and his name appears on 
the list of winners at some of the horse-shows that the men held in France when 
they were not required in the front line. In photographs he is seen to be wearing 
the inverted horseshoe insignia identifying him as a Shoeing Smith.

When seeking information about soldiers of the Great War and earlier periods 
the first port of call is the National Archives; unfortunately the Luftwaffe paid a 
visit to the then Archives during World War 2 and succeeded in destroying a 
large part of the material stored there. However there is information relating to 
the following men living or born in the Eynsham area still surviving:-

Herbert Ainsley Percy Allen Victor Allen Albert Ayres
Philip Ayres Thomas Ayres Vincent Ayres Arthur Batts
George Belcher Herbert Belcher Walter Belcher Francis Betterton
Philip Blake Walter Bradbury Arthur Brooks John Burden
Herbert Caves Laurence Clinch Robert Coles Gerald Cunliffe
Frederick Druce George Edgington Herbert Druce Harry Eiger
David Evans Joseph Evans Ted Gibbard Alfred Green
George Hall John Hanks Walter Hanks John Harper
Richard Harper Thomas Harper Ernest Harries Albert Harris
Edward Holliday Noble Jeffreys Edwin King Henry Lambourne
William Messer Albert Parker George Pimm George Pratley
William Putt William Rhodes Isaac Rusher George Russell
Walter Russell Methuselah Simmonds Wilfred Swann
Cyril Walker Richard Webb Benjamin Willett

These were not all of the local men who served in the Great War. Not all of them 
served overseas and some were discharged quite quickly as unfit for military 
service.  An accurate  number of  those serving may never  be known but at  a 
'Home-Coming' in April 1919 there were 80 ex-soldiers and sailors present and 
mention was made by the Reverend W Nash Bricknell of his sorrow "...at the 
loss oElgerwho had passed to the other side". He had held services once a week 
for all of the men engaged in the war. Not all men had been discharged by this 
time and some had decided to continue in military service.

The  event  where  Rev  Bricknell  spoke  was  held  at  the  Railway  Inn  and  
followed  an  assembly  in  the  Square  where  the  band  of  the  1St Battalion 
Oxfordshire and Buckinghamshire Light Infantry played. A Committee had
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been formed to organise this event and the band led a procession to the pub 
along with Rev Bricknell,  Percival  Harper and Parish Councillor Mr Tindall. 
Major Oakeley and Doctor Cruickshank were unable to attend. After feasting on 
a suckling pig they crossed the road to the National Schoolroom where they 
were entertained.

Thoughts soon turned to the issue of remembrance of the fallen and also of the 
creation of what was initially to be called the “Ex-Soldiers and Sailors Club”.  
The  Club  had  an  initial  meeting  at  the  White  House  in  Mill  Street  having 
appointed  ex-Sergeants  Wiggins  and  Alfred  Hall  as  secretary  and  treasurer 
respectively;  Major  Oakeley  was  elected  president.  They  returned  to  the 
National Schoolroom on November 21st for a public meeting with the initial idea 
of  building  a  Memorial  Hall  and  placing  a  memorial  tablet  in  the  church;  
fundraising and the location of such a hall were now the burning issues. Initial 
thoughts of buying the High Street brewery site from Mrs Gibbons fell through 
but the financial aspects were going well with numerous 'promises' of monies 
gathered. Things stalled as 1920 dawned and the next meaningful public meeting 
was held in October when the Memorial Hall Committee reported that numerous 
schemes  for  the  construction  or  purchase  of  a  suitable  premises  had  been 
considered  but  that  each  had  been  ruled  out  because  of  the  high  cost.  The 
meeting instead decided to proceed with the erection of a plain granite cross to 
be inscribed with '....the names of those who had died through the War' (Fig. 4).

In April 1921 Mr J F Mason unveiled the Celtic Cross after a memorial service 
which was ended with the sounding of the Last Post. There were 48 names to be 
engraved on the basement steps. In October of that year Rev Bricknell had the 
sad duty of officiating at the Military Funeral of yet  another Eynsham soldier 
following the death of Private Arthur Harris. He had fought at Loos and suffered 
gunshot wounds to his arm and also shrapnel injuries to his left side, and finally 
succumbed  to  those  wounds  so  many  years  later.  The  Oxford  and 
Buckinghamshire Light Infantry had suffered badly at Loos and Private Harris 
had become another victim. The bearers at his funeral  came largely from the 
ranks of the ex-soldiers — John Batts, J Howard, E Douglas, C Martin, Arthur 
Brookes  and  George  Jeffries.  Pte  Harris  had  received  his  1914-15  Star  and 
British War Medals but somewhat ironically his Victory Medal arrived after his 
death. His long struggle with his injuries also meant that he died after the official 
end  of  the  war;  at  least  in  the  eyes  of  the  Commonwealth  War  Graves 
Commission which considered the war years to have been the period August 4th 

1914 to August 31st 1921. In the words of the CWGC itself “The Commission



IN LOVING MEMORY
Of My Dear Husband and Loving Father

Private Edwin James Rusher
Oxford and Bucks

Who died of wounds received in action in France

ON DECEMBER 11, 1917

AGED 34 YEARS

At night when the stars are shinning, 
Over a silent grave,

There lies a dear one sleeping, 
Whose memory will never fade.

Fig.  4

“In Loving  Memory” cards 

bearing  this  same  de ta i l  

and verse  have been seen 

for  other  fa l len so ldiers

Fig 5 A Silver War Badge 
with the 'Services 
Rendered' inscription, 
each badge was stamped 
with a unique number on 
the reverse, and these can 
be traced back to the 
receiving soldier



only  commemorates  those  who  have  died  during  the  designated  war  years  in  
service  or  of  causes  attributable  to  service”.  So  he  does  not  feature  in  the 
records of the CWGC and does not have the CWGC headstone normally seen 
on the graves of fallen soldiers.

Alongside the Memorial Hall Committee another organisation emerged — the 
'Comrades of the Great War'. This group were organising rummage sales, whist 
drives and dances with the aim of buying a but and finding a site to erect it. This 
group was well supported by the returned soldiers and villagers; at a 1921 whist 
drive  200 are  said  to  have  been  packed  into  the  National  Schoolroom.  The 
Comrades held their 1921 AGM in the Swan Hotel under the chairmanship of 
Major Oakeley and agreed a fund-raising target of £300. The hope was that the 
but would be large enough to be used as a concert room and, if funds allowed, 
would have bath rooms attached. They had a funding boost in November 1921 
when the War Memorial Fund was wound-up and the surplus funds of £35.15.0 
plus accrued interest was promised to the Comrades of the Great War against 
their  guarantee  that  this  money  would  be  used  for  the  “...sole  purpose  of 
purchasing and erecting a village but or recreation room”.

Seven months later in June 1922 the next Public Meeting was held in a new 
location — the Village Hut had been bought and erected on the old cattle market 
in Swan Street. Fundraising continued but now in their very own Hut, but which 
by October 1922 was being referred to as the 'Eynsham Institute and Club', and 
which was now equipped with a billiard table, furniture, books, games etc and 
was open each weekday from 5pm to 10pm. Does anyone have a photo of the 
original hut ?

The first Honorary Secretary of the club was Walter Hanks, a gardener before 
the war, but who had been a Gunner and later a Signaller with the Royal Field 
Artillery from early 1915; on discharge in 1919 he received a modest pension 
on account of his 'Malarial Debility' having fallen victim to malaria in Salonica 
in 1916. This was despite medical opinions stating that some of his ill health 
was due to the Rheumatic Fever that he had suffered from many years earlier,  
suggesting  that  it  was  therefore  not  caused  by  his  military  service;  such 
opinions were not unusual. He had crossed to France landing at Le Havre in  
September before then embarking from Marseilles in December en route to 
Salonica in modern day Greece. He was moved to Malta for treatment before 
returning to Salonica where he suffered further malarial symptoms, eventually
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returning  to  the  UK where  his  records  were  marked  “Not  to  be  sent  where 
Malaria is prevalent”.

Walter  Hanks  played  in  the  Club's  first  billiard  fixtures  alongside  Messrs  
Belcher, Hall, Rycroft and Lambourne (no forenames are recorded); and they 
won  against  North  Leigh.  The Lambourne  family  in  Queen  Street  included 
Henry Lambourne who had joined the army in 1891 and had served with the 
Royal Artillery in India for nearly seven years. After discharge to the Reserve  
he did not get much chance to relax as he was recalled to go to South Africa in 
1899 and in the course of nearly three years at the Boer War he fought in the 
campaigns at Cape Colony, Transvaal, and Tugela Heights and was also at the 
Relief  of  Ladysmith,  receiving  the  King's  South  Africa  medal  with  clasps 
marking his involvement in those battles. He married shortly after his return  
and now lived in Leicester and presumably enjoyed civilian life for a few years, 
but in 1914 he was back in the army again; this time with the Leicestershire 
Royal  Horse Artillery and by 1916 he was at the Western Front,  adding the 
British War and Victory Medals to his collection. He got one more Military  
badge to wear — in January 1917 he was discharged with the Silver War Badge 
(Fig.5).  This  was  issued  to  service  personnel  who  had  been  honourably 
discharged due to wounds or sickness during the Great War. The badge also 
known as the Wound Badge or Services Rendered Badge, was first issued in 
September 1916, and holders also received a certificate of entitlement. In fact 
Pte Lambourne received TWO Silver War badges; in a strange clerical mix-up 
badge number B52279 was authorised on December 9 th 1918 and on June 17th 

1920 badge number 482337 followed. The first was issued under his original 
service number of 538 with the second referring to his later service number of  
610440. Both entries confirm his enlistment date of November 7 th 1914 and 
discharge  date  of  January  29th 1917;  both entries  also confirm  his  overseas 
service and we can also learn that the cause of his discharge was 'sickness' and 
that he was now aged 43 years and 3 months.

Another man with a long military career was Herbert Belcher, possibly part of 
that same billiard team ! Born into the large Belcher family of Abbey Street he 
joined the Oxfordshire Light Infantry in 1885 when he claimed he was 18, but 
he was soon moved into the Royal Artillery,  in which he served around the 
world for 24 years! Just like Henry Lambourne he was back with the colours in 
1914,  now with the Royal  Garrison  Artillery,  but  not  overseas  this  time so 
presumably  employed  in  a  training  or  home  defence  role,  with  his  final  
discharge coming in February 1919. He died aged 76 in 1946; described as an
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'Army Pensioner' he was living in Standlake at that time but died in Chipping 
Norton. Birth and other records confirm he was born in 1869 making him in fact 
only 15 or possibly 16 when he signed up.

The soldiers of Eynsham were clearly a mixed bunch — many very young, some 
quite old, some healthy, some unfortunately not so lucky. But they all had the 
same intent; to serve Queen or King but certainly Country. Some had honours 
bestowed upon them, some fell in the course of battle or service, some served 
and  were  happy to  simply survive.  They have  left  Eynsham richer  for  their 
sacrifice with many of their names etched for ever on the War Memorial and 
recorded on Memorials and graves across the world; and there still remains the 
successor to their but which still provides a place for their descendants to rest 
and relax and perhaps to remember.

__________________________________________

Eynsham apple variety 
may be New Zealand 
export in 20 years

Headline in the Oxford Times 21/12/1957

What was this all about?
Read it in next year's Eynsham Record!
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EYNSHAM HISTORY GROUP

Founded 1959

The E.H.G. exists primarily to encourage studies in, and to promote knowledge of the 
history  of  the  village  and  parish  of  Eynsham,  Oxfordshire,  by  means  of  regular 
meetings (normally at least ten), with invited speakers, during the winter and spring; 
and occasional outings in the summer.

New members are welcome.

Please apply to the Secretary for details of meetings and subscriptions.

Unless otherwise stated, all addresses are in Eynsham

President Dr F.B.Atkins, 8 Thornbury Rd
Chairman: Mr M.J.Harris, 150 Westminster Way, Botley
Vice-Chairman: Mr D.S.Richards, 6 Abbey St.
Secretary: Ms S.Eysacker, 12,Orchard Close
Treasurer Miss C.Foster, 11 Newland St
Programme Secretary: Mr N.Swietalski, 83 Wytham View
Outings Secretary Vacant
Editor: Dr F.B.Atkins, 8 Thornbury Rd
Publications Manager: Mrs P.Richards, 6 Abbey St.
Librarian: Mrs P.Richards, 6 Abbey St.
Committee member Dr T.C.Jordan, The Barn, Newland Close
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