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EDITORIAL

This year is especially notable being the founding of the Benedictine Abbey of
Eynsham in 1005. A summary of the events and celebrations planned throughout the
year is overleaf From a historian's perspective perhaps the most important of these,
and still to come, are the OAHS meeting in the Village Hall on Saturday May 7th,
and the exhibition in the Bartholomew Room (both to be hosted by the Eynsham
History Group); and St Benedict's Fair on Saturday July 23rd.

The Oxfordshire Architectural & Historical Society (OAHS) is a county-wide
organisation that is holding its 'Oxfordshire 2005' all day meeting here with the
theme 'Eynsham Abbey'. To coincide with this, and to overlap by a few days, the
County Museum is loaning us a selection of artefacts from the Abbey site.

St Benedict's Fair, one of whose organisers is Doreen Hockedy, will be a whole
day reconstruction of a medieval trade fair centredin andaround the Square.

A year or so, the Parish Council commissioned a project to come up with
proposals for managing the important fishponds site. A small working group, on
which the EHG was represented, with the aid of a Lottery grant, in turn
commissioned a number of expert individuals and organisations to research the
area during the summer, and produce reports. On the basis of these, the working
group, in turn, produced recommendations to the Parish Council, which were
accepted. The second and third phases of the project, which would include the
creation of a circular walk on the site, information boards, and even the
restoration of one of the ponds, would involve raising grant aid - but the over-
riding considerations are not to destroy any archaeological potential and to
maintain or enhance the biodiversity of the site. The proposals were welcomed by
more than 200 villagers who visited the exhibition in the Bartholomew Room in
February.

As always, thanks to all contributors. As to special acknowledgements, other
than those in the articles, I believe that Sue Chapman made the images of those
now reproduced on pp.13, 21, and 22. The orginals were not obtainable and these
poor reproductions in no way reflect the quality of her work. Thank you, Sue.
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Eynsham Abbey Millennium (1005-2005) events and
celebrations

Calendar (as known at 11 March 2005)

*Jan.20th Judith Curthoys "Eynsham Abbey Cartulary"

Feb.25th-27th Abbey Fishponds exhibition in Bartholomew Room; the
Parish Council's proposals for managing the fishponds
site (for public consultation) .

*Feb.17th Catherine Keevill "Kitchen & Cooking for the Abbey"

*Mar.3rd Eynsham Junior History Group "Aelfric the Teacher"

* evening talks with the Eynsham History Group

May 7th "Oxfordshire Past 2005" Subject 'Eynsham Abbey'. All
day meeting of the Oxfordshire Architectural and
Historical Society in the Village Hall.

May 5th-10th Exhibition in Bartholomew Room of Eynsham Abbey
artefacts

May 13-15th Celebrations by the three Eynsham churches.

July 2nd Eynsham Carnival [some themed floats & Flower
Festival theme in St Leonards?]

July 23rd St Benedict's Fair (a medieval craft fair), themed to the
Abbey.
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LILIAN BUCHANAN RW.A. (1914-2005)

An appreciation by Joan Weedon

The four artists of the Buchanan family, Constance, Lilian, David and Norman,
living together in Eynsham, and working in the village for more than forty years,
formed a uniquely inspiring and memorable group.

Lilian had been an artist s ince her early childhood; at the age of fourteen she
had gained a scholarship to the Hornsey College of Art but attended there in the
evenings, with her brothers David and Norman. By 1939 and the advent of war
she was already making her name known as a successful book illustrator.

Service in the Women's Aux iliary Air Forc e found her w orking in the
Operations Rooms of Fighter Groups in Kent. When Lilian's artistic talent became
known at Kenley, she was asked to paint portraits of the local Canadian Squadron
pilots, and these paintings were eventually sent to Canada, to the relations of
many of the young men who did not survive. Lilian's atmospheric painting of the
Operations Room at Kenley, in action, hangs now in the Dowding Room at RA.F.
Stanmore.

Also, while at Kenley, she was presented to Queen Elizabeth (the Queen
Mother), who congratulated her on her work. The area around the Operations
Room was a dangerous site and, while at Biggin Hill, Lilian and her W.A.A.F.
comrades were plotting the unpredictable 'doodlebugs' in addition to the British
and German planes. One Spitf ire pilot was mistakenly directed to intercept a
doodlebug over the Operation Room's garden, where it crashed to the great alarm
of all concerned.

During the war Lilian' s portraits of her W.A.A.F. friends were shown in the
Royal Academy, and in the following years many of her flower studies, portraits
and landsc apes w ere acc epted and sold. Her portrait of the late Dame Helen
Gardner was a notable exhibit at the Oxford Art Society. At Bristol where Lilian
w as a member of the Royal West of England Ac ademy, there is a spec ial
c ollection of her work. Lilian's paintings do not exaggerate, they are true and
gentle, reminiscent of her serene personality.

For a year afte r the end of the war, Lilian a ttended the Camberwe ll School of
Art; he r compan ions the re inc luded Vic tor Passmore , John Coldstream, John
Minton and Claud Rogers. There followed many years of work, first in Lechlade
and then in Eynsham, during which time she illustrated more than seventy-eight
children's books and many other items. At various times she had worked for
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London University Press, Hutchinsons, Newnes, the Amalgamated Press, John
Lane (Bodley Head) and Frederick Warne.

Lilian and her life of art, was the founding source of the Eynsham Arts Group
in 1970. She had a wonderful talent, which she endeavoured to share with others
in her art classes at the local school over several years. There is no doubt that
Eynsham people have been the fortunate beneficiary of the gifts of a very
remarkable woman.

Reference
Thanks to Suzie Moss for information.

RAILINGS

During the Second World War iron railings fronting private and public buildings
throughout the country were mostly requisitioned, removed, melted down and
recycled into materials for the war effort.

For some, as yet unknown reason, Eynsham seems to have been spared these
predations. Many, or all, of the railings in the old part of the village have
survived. But why?

There can be no doubt that Eynsham folk, men, women and children alike,
were patriotic and contributed magnificently to the war effort. Servicemen who
lost their lives are commemorated on the village War Memorial. The local Home
Guard did its stuff 1. Money was raised for all kinds of patriotic causes 2.
The parish provided a home for an RAF bomb store 3; and American troops
were welcomed here during the preparations for D Day 2.

So, why were the iron railings spared? If anyone knows, or would like to
conjecture, please would you contact me.

Editor
References (see inside front cover for abbreviations)
1.E.R. no.7, pp.39-41
2. E.R. no.7, pp.31-38
3. E.R. no.8, pp.42-43
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AN EDWAR DI AN CHI LDHOOD ;

Talki ng with Elsie Floyd

by Joan Weedon

It was a convention of Edwardian England for well-to-do families to exchange
residences in the summer months. In 1909 Sir John and Lady Aird of Taplow
House, Hedsor, Buckinghamshire, exchanged homes with the family of the
piano manufacturer, Sir John Broadwood of Lyne House, Rusper, Sussex.. Lyne
House had sixty bedrooms and a vast staff which included eight gardeners, one of
whom was Elsie's father, Bertram Mercer. Bertram was responsible for the
greenhouses and the mouth- watering crops of peaches, nectarines, melons,
grapes and tomatoes. Iris parents lived in the Lodge: His father was foreman
of the estate sawmill.

Sir John and Lady Aird's staff; which included Elsie's mother, Clara Rider,
accompanied the family to Lyne House where Clara met Bertram Mercer. Some
three miles from Lyne House was another large property, 'The 'Greenings"
where Joan, one of the Aird daughters intended to live after her wedding
which took place that summer. Elsie 's father, Bertram, accepted
employment with the newly-weds, Clara and Bertram were married and
moved into one of the two red-brick cottages on the estate. Elsie was born in
1910 in the cosy cottage to a mother who had become a remarkably good
cook and housekeeper. All Mrs Mercer's strength of character and care was
shortly to be called upon since, before Elsie's fourth birthday, her young
husband was diagnosed as suffering from tuberculosis. Elsie recalls that
before her fifth birthday she several times walked two miles to collect medicines
for her father from the doctor's home. The lane was a lonely one, but on one of
her journeys the little girl saw a hot-air balloon float into the sky, followed by
thirteen more. The unexpected sight, the excitement and wonder she felt remain
a vivid memory with Elsie today.

Elsie's parents would not allow her to walk the two miles to school when she
became five years of age, although Elsie longed and pleaded to start school; it was
thought too dangerous for such a young child to walk alone. The following year
when Elsie's baby brother became ill with meningitis, and later died, Elsie was
sent to stay with a cousin at Hastings, where she attended the Mount Pleasant
School. Shortly afterwards Joyce, the gamekeeper's daughter, became five, and to
Elsie's joy, the two little girls were allowed to walk together to the local school.
Along the lane were delicious wild strawberries and an abundance of wild flowers.
They also had to pass a gypsy encampment where once, to their horror, the girls
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saw a dead baby laid upon an open cart and, sometime later, a dead horse on the
roadside. However, Els ie also rec alls some wonderful Chris tmas parties at the
school, to which she was driven by her parents in the borrowed Governess cart.

The local Sunday School was held in Charlwood Parish Church. Attendance
there entailed another long walk from The Greenings. Elsie walked alone through
the Estate farmyard (a place her mother dis liked since turkeys reared there seemed
exceptionally vic ious), then along a footpath, through a wood, across a field and
into a lane leading to the church. On her return Elsie knew her mother would be
w aiting for her at the wood. The kind, elderly vicar vis ited the family onc e a
month; w hen he left the cottage Els ie watched for the flourish of his w hite
handkerchief as he disappeared from view across the park. Unfortunately for the
vic ar and his family a catastrophe occurred at the Vicarage: Kindling had been
left to dry before a fire in the grate, from w hich sparks ignited the kindling, and
the house burned down.

The Mercers' cottage garden was of good size with flowers and a vegetable plot,
where Els ie's father sowed cress seeds in the form of an E for Elsie. Whenever
possible the family took their meals on the law n for the sake of Mr Mercer's
health. Occasionally Els ie walked in the park with her father. It was while on one
of these w alks that Els ie learned the secrets of a w ater-diviner . Mr Merc er
demonstrated how a hazel twig, cut to form a Y shape, would furl upwards over a
spring or underground water.

Els ie's clothes were made by her mother by the light of an oil- lamp. Mrs
Mercer carefully attached a piece of white paper to one side of the lamp, whic h
gave her more reflected light. Some of Els ie's clothes came from the Big House, as
also did her much loved dolls. Sometimes she was invited to tea with the children
and their Nannie, when the expens ive toys and large rocking horse were much
admired, and there w ere outings whic h Elsie shared w ith the c hildren in the
Governess cart, driven by Nannie Richardson.

When the Innes family was away on holiday Elsie and her parents were asked
to s tay in the Big House and that w as something she greatly enjoyed; she
particularly liked the large garden into which pheasants often strayed. Mr Mercer
shot some of the parkland pheasants which eventually alerted the gamekeeper.
Very fortunately for her father, he was warned of the keeper's quest and, as Elsie
says, that was the end of their pheasant dinners . Fruit from many fruit trees
provided plenty of home-made jam, inc luding quinc e. Tom Brow n from
Charlwood helped with gardening and lawn-mowing, for which the donkey was
mobilised and fitted with soft, floppy shoes, so that the smooth lawns should not
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be damaged by his hooves. One worker led the donkey and the other guided the
mower.

Soon after the first World War began, Elsie recalls seeing a mounted soldier
r iding through the park. The vis itor interviewed Mr limes and Elsie's father. Mr
Mercer was declared exempt from service but Mr Innes joined the Forces. Elsie's
father managed to walk to the park gate to bid his employer farew ell. Els ie says
"Mr Innes never came back, neither did Tom Brow n". During the war Els ie and
her family had plenty to eat. Mrs Mercer helped her own parents with parcels of
rabbit and butter. From the cottage window Elsie could watch searchlights over
the Caterham Hills. Once she saw a Zeppelin crash before it could reach London:
This, I believe, is the same airship whic h, as a child, Norman Buchanan saw.
Norman leaped onto his bicycle to find the crash site.

Els ie recalls that the family possessions at that time included a gramophone;
the records were 'ten inches long and round, like a large pipe'.

Els ie's father died in January 1920; her memories of this part of her early life
end with 'We had to move to my grandparents' c ottage by the sawmill. The
contents of our home had to be sold, an antique dealer from Charlwood bought it
all; it was piled up on a horse-driven cart. It was so sad'.

Mr Mercer's death, at the age of 35, lef t his wife and daughter without a home
and without f inancial support. In the years that followed Els ie attended eight
different schools, as she and her mother moved from one employer to another.

Els ie is proud of the knowledge that her mother 's c haracter, eff ic ienc y and
skills were such that she was constantly offered employment, always by
recommendations from former employers.

Shortly after Mr Mercer 's death, while Els ie and her mother were vis iting
relatives in Brentford, Mrs Innes recommended Mrs Merc er to an aunt in
Painsw ick. The new employer was a very old, bed-ridden lady; she had,
consequently, poor appetite, required a frugal diet and, being forgetful, ordered
little food for her staff. Elsie and her mother survived only by supplementing their
meagre rations with fruit plucked from the local hedgerows.

Another rec ommendation referred Mrs Mercer to a family living on Putney
Hill. The Gadd family had three young sons w ho w ere apt to enlist Els ie as
ball-girl for their tennis sessions. She has happy memories of the social gatherings
and summer parties in which she was always included.
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From the Gadd family Elsie and her mother moved to the Chalton family,
also in Putney. Soon afterwards Elsie fell ill with colitis: Unable to attend school
for eighteen months, her text books were brought to the house by a school
inspector, and Mrs Chalton ably tutored Elsie as she lay in bed. When Els ie's
health slowly improved, outings were organised for her in the family's chauffeured
limous ine. It w as Mrs Chalton's great desire to fund Elsie' s further education;
unfortunately such plans were ended by Mrs Chalton's early demise. Her Will was
altered by the persuasion of some of her relatives very shortly before her death.

In 1924, w hen Elsie w as fourteen, she and her mother moved to Farmoor
to Stroud Croft (now Stroud Court) where Mrs Mercer was employed by the
Beezley family as Cook-Housekeeper and Elsie in her first job, as Parlour-Maid.

In the early nineteen-thir ties Stroud Croft was let to the Begum and Prince
Kapur, who moved in with their retinue of servants. The Begum was fluent in her
use and know ledge of the English language, but the Princ e intended to use his
visit to England to further improve his English which was not quite so expert. He
w as a very nervous man and when, one day, a servant reported that a small
w indow had been left open all night, Prince, Begum and entourage
promptly packed and moved out!

Mrs Mercer was then recommended to Major G. Scott who was moving from
Lewes to Oxford, as Clerk of the Peace. Elsie recalls the very dry summers of the
nineteen-thirties; Barn House at Church Hanborough was badly affected, on
occasions having to be supplied water by tanker, and eventually Major Scott, Mrs
Mercer and Elsie moved into 'Fletcher's House' in Woodstock. The house is now
the County Museum.

Stroud Croft is in the Parish of Farmoor, but Mrs Merc er and Els ie found
friends in Eynsham which was more accessible. One of their first acquaintances
was the local milk delivery man, Horace Floyd. Elsie married Horace's brother,
Walter, in 1935 and the house in whic h she lives was then the new house into
which she and Walter moved after the wedding ceremony.

Elsie's life in Eynsham for 70 years has been a very active one. She has been a
Parish Councillor, has served on the Parochial Church Council, and also with St
John's Ambulance service during second World War. As a registered child-minder
she has been a greatly loved honorary grandma to countless young children for
some thirty-three years. A founder member of the Eynsham History Group, Els ie
is now the o ldes t memb er. We w ish her ma ny more happy days in her
long-adopted village. It has been a great privilege to 'talk with Elsie'.

8



...AND THE RUNNING OF THE DEER: 1272

by Lilian Wright

"It was presented and found by all the ministers of the forest that Richard Cok of
Stonesfield, Henry of Charlbury, Philip son of Richard le Bedel of the same, and
Thomas Pylet of Langley are habitual evildoers to the venison in the aforesaid
Forest [Wychwood] and were frequently received, with the venison which they
caught, at the house of Robert of Ware, parson of the church of Kiddington, and
at the house of Robert vicar of the church of Cassington and at the house of
Robert vicar' of the parish church of Eynsham1 and at the house of Master
Bartholomew, parson of the church of Charlbury, who knew of the evil deeds of
these men, and supported them with rewards which they gave them. And the
aforesaid Richard came and was committed to prison. And the aforesaid Philip
fled and cannot be found, therefore he is to be exacted and outlawed And the
Bishop of Lincoln is commanded to cause the said clerics, who are beneficed in
his diocese, to come on Thursday in the octave of Ascension [9 June 1272] . And
the sheriff is instructed to make the aforesaid Thomas and Henry come from day
to day. And since the same Thomas was a forester at the aforesaid forest at the
time when he was an evildoer as aforesaid, therefore Richard de Pomeray of
Brize Norton and Simon Truant of Shipton, his sureties that he would faithfully
serve the Lord King, are in mercy. Afterwards Henry of Charlbury came and was
committed to prison. And the aforesaid Master Bartholomew came and was
committed to prison. And the aforesaid Thomas Pilet came and was committed to
prison."

This passage comes from a book recently published by the Oxfordshire Record
Society - 'Oxfordshire Forests 1246-1609' edited by Beryl Schumer. It is from a
chapter 'Pleas of the Forest of Oxfordshire, 1272' where the pleas are mostly for
Wychwood Forest. There are many references to Eynsham, particularly to
land owned by the Abbot of Eynsham 2 .

Beryl Schumer has made a study of Wychwood Forest for many years and in
this very interesting book she also explains some of the legal terms used in the
passage.

Forests in England were instituted by William the Conq ueror and were la rge
a reas of land for the 'keeping of the King's dee r'. In these forests hunting of the
deer was the sole pre roga tive of the King and his guests. Later medieval kings
enla rged these a reas and they became a prime source of revenue for the crown. It
was for this reason that Forest Laws, which included poaching, were strictly
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observed and punishments severe. The person responsible for their administration
was the Justice or Keeper of the Forest.

Within the king's Forest were settlements and woods which belonged to other
owners - lords, abbots and bishops, and by the time of King John and
Magna Carta they did not want to be under the control of the king.

Offenders were first tried in the lower courts by verderers and the Keeper.
Sentences were then imposed on the guilty by a higher court known as a Forest
Eyre consisting of a group of itinerant justices, and were not held very regularly.
The one for 1272 was probably the last one recorded in Oxfordshire.

Many poachers like Richard Cok were committed to prison but no length of
imprisonment seems to have been recorded whereas the many fines imposed are
recorded. It was presumably better to exact a fine to increase the king's revenue
and only to imprison men who were too poor to pay.

The clergy in this passage seem to have formed a 'syndicate' but they were
found out. The bishop had to ensure that they appeared at the eyre, and Master
Bartholomew, parson of Charlbury, was imprisoned, but it is not recorded what
punishments were meted out to other members of the clerical 'syndicate'. The
clergy mentioned were not the only ones to be caught 'doing evil to the king's deer'
in Oxfordshire, recorded in the book.

References (see inside front cover for abbreviations)
1.This Robert was the vicar of Eynsham from 1268 to 1294.He was a co-signatory as
'domino R. vicario' of Charter 420 in the Eynsham Cartulary.
2.The Abbot at the time wasJohn of Oxford who held the abbacy from 1268 to 1281 when
he resigned. For details of the provisions made for his retirement and later when they were
revised by the Archbishop of Canterbury, see ER. no.3, 1986 pp.7-11.

Other information on Forest Law can be found in Discovering Wychwood edited
by Charles Keighley, The Wychwood Press, 2000.
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THE BREAD VAN WHICH BECAME A BIBLE CART

by Brian Atkins

There was considerable disappointment, not only in the village, when Biggers in
the Tuer, the last independent bakers in the village, closed 1.

This family business was founded by John Knox Biggers (1856-1937). Ms
father Henry, who had been born in Witney in about 1822, had married Emma, an
Eynsham girl a few years older, and had settled in Mill Street, originally as
a woolsorter but subsequently establishing a grocery business.

John Knox Biggers was one of at least six children and the oldest son. We can
follow his career, albeit intermittently, via the 19th century censuses and the
Parish Records. When he was 14 in 1871, he was described as a woolsorter, like
his father. Ten years later he was a carpenter, and in 1889 at the age of 32 he
married Mary Butcher of Eynsham, some 13 years his junior. They set up house at
63 Mill Street (later Mollie Harris's home) some five doors away from his parents,
where he established himself as a baker and paper, timber and coal merchant. A
carpenter by trade, he made an oak wheelbarrow with which to make bread
deliveries. When it rained he threw a thick flour sack over the loaves.

He must have prospered for at about the turn of the century he acquired much
larger premises on the corner of the High Street and the Tuer. It was there that the
family business flourished for more than 90 years, principally as a bakery,
although for a long time it continued to sell coal and coke. It was here that Ida
Millicent, one of the younger children was born in 1901. Under her married
name, Green, Ida recorded her early memories of life in the High Street bakery.
Her account of the bread making in those years make fascinating reading 2.

Deliveries were made locally using a small horse-drawn cart which had been
made by coach builders C.H.Healey & Sons of Gloucester It is probable that the
'Good Old Fashioned "Crusty" Loaf and the coal were carried on separate
journeys in the interests of hygiene, although I've been told that at least one baker
would interrupt his bread-making to supply a sack of coal on the premises! Later
there were two carts, one for the bread, the other for the coal.

John Knox Biggers died in 1937, by which time, if deliveries were still
being made, they were probably by a motorised van. The business was taken over
by one of the sons, Henry Christopher (known as Chris) Biggers.

The next we hear of the old bread cart, it had been discovered derelict in the
village, and had been repaired, repainted, fitted with shelves, and stocked with
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A Nuneaton van, almos t identical to the Eynsham van (c ompare with the
p ic ture oppos ite) and, judging by the contents of the basket on the
driver's arm, probably used for conveying bread.
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bibles and other Christian texts. I t w as known as the Bible c art and w as
a common sight in the village, usually accompanied by the redoubtable
Miss Margaret Foote of Lord's Farm 2. Margaret was involved w ith the work
of the British and Foreign Bible Society and ran St Leonard's Church
bookstall for 30 years. Her favourite 'pitch' w ith the cart was outside the
church. The side of the cart bore the legend ' MEET CHRIST through THE
BIBLE ' with the picture of an open book. On the front of the cart was an
inscription in muc h smaller text which recorded a millennium -

'To the Glory of God and to commemorate the thousandth anniversary of the
birth A.D.955 of AELFRIC, Bible Scholar and the first Abbot of Eynsham'.

The cart was redecorated from time to time, but this inscription remained.

Margaret Foote with the Bible cart outside St Leonard's, c.1980

13



For many years the cart took part in the annual Carnival procession through the
village streets to the playing fields . Most memorably, in the millennial year
of Aelfric's birth 1955, it was hauled by the vicar, Stuart Blanch (later Archbishop
of York) and the Baptist minister, RJ.Hamper, both dressed as Benedictine monks.

Margaret Foote died in 1983, and the cart, which she had kept in her barn
in Queen Street, next turned up in the garden of the old Vicarage in Mill Street,
but after the premises were acquired by BUPA in 1988 it had to be removed.

For a time Dr Jonathan Ferrier gave it a home at 'The Gables', and it was
subsequently acquired by Sue and John Tucker of Ramsden. The Tuckers had a
collection of old carts - indeed they once conveyed the Eynsham Carnival Queen
and her attendants in the parade in a green wagonette which they had rescued and
restored. Their intention w as to res tore the old bread van, but this
became impractical.

As a little boy John Pukaniuk of Eynsham had enjoyed the annual
village Carnival and remembered seeing the Bible van. But where was it? After a
year of searching for the cart and asking local village people for clues, he finally
found it, with the help of loc al his torian, Martin Harris , under the Tucker' s
lean-to in Ramsden; it was in a terrible s tate. John determined to rescue it
and bought it from the Tuckers with the dream of restoring it to its former glory.
John spoke to Paul Tomlin of Br idew ell Organic Gardens and agreed the
full use of their facilities, which inc lude a fully functional blacksmiths and
wheel-wright shop. The Bridew ell organisation is also a part of the Rural
Craft Network whic h enables John to get help and advice on the his tory,
making and restoration of carts.

I t is now almost fully restored and John hopes that it may feature, as in
the past, in the Carnival procession of 2005, the millennial year of Eynsham
Abbey, although it seems unlikely that this time it will be pulled by a future
Archbishop!
References and sources (see inside front cover for abbreviations)
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'THE POORER INHABITANTS' OF EYNSHAM, c.1890

by John Golby

In the summer of 1887, the country celebrated the Golden Jubilee of Queen
Victoria's reign. Most towns and villages sent letters and telegrams of
congratulations to the Queen. Eynsham was no exception. However the telegram
sent by the Vicar, the Reverend William Simcox Bricknell, on behalf of the
inhabitants of Eynsham was, at least to the eyes of modern readers, strangely
worded. The telegram stated:

One thousand three hundred of the poorer inhabitants, with the Vicar and
parishioners in general, of the historic village of Eynsham, in the county of
Oxford, beg to present to their Most Gracious Majesty Queen Victoria their
thankful congratulations upon the past, with hearty prayers for Her Majesty's
health, peace and prosperity in the future.1

Clearly, at least in the mind of the vicar, there was a distinct social and economic
divide within the parish between roughly two-thirds of the population - the
two-thirds constituting 'the poorer inhabitants' - and the remaining one-third who
were the church and chapel-goers and the more affluent of the villagers.

Who were these 'poorer inhabitants' whom the Reverend Bricknell separated
from the rest of the villagers? As is invariably the case in delving in the past, it is
easier to discover more details about the more prominent members of a village
than its rank and file. Local newspapers very often provide reports of local events
and organisations and, in the process, provide the names of those involved
together with the names of chairmen and secretaries of local societies. Directories,
published by commercial organisations, provide printed lists of local tradesmen
and craftsmen as well as naming the "principal inhabitants" and "private
residents". For example, Kelly's Directory of 1891 printed the names and
addresses of 24 private residents living in Eynsham. (Forty years earlier the 1854
Post Office Directory listed this category of inhabitant under the heading 'gentry)
Among the 24 were Mrs Druce living at The Abbey, George Shillingford, the
wool merchant and flour dealer living at Newlands House, Thomas Smallhorn, the
doctor, at the Shrubbery, and Colonel Thomas Stoton, retired army officer, at
Willow Bank, The High Street. In addition the Directory contains, under a section
headed 'commerce', an alphabetical list of 90 names and occupations (starting
with Thomas Aldridge, landlord of the Railway Inn) of the trades- and craftsmen
living in the village.2
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The decadal census enumerators' books, by providing information about where
families lived, the sizes of their households and, most importantly for this study,
their occupations, enable us to fill out these portraits even further. These books
also constitute one of the few sources for discovering something about who made
up the Reverend Bricknell's 'poore inhabitants' of the parish. The 1891 census
records the population of Eynsham as being 1,998, made up of 447 households. A
listing of the heads of the households under occupational categories of those who
might come into the poorer category reveals:
Heads of households
74 agricultural labourers
70 labourers other than
agricultural 33 servants of
various types
38 semi-skilled and service
workers 20 of no occupation
Total 235

This total of 235 'heads of households' represents over half the families living
in the village and, based on an estimate of just under 5 as the average household
size for these categories of inhabitants, the overall number is fairly close to
Bricknell's estimate of 1,300 poorer inhabitants.3

Unfortunately, there are few other sources that can shed more light on the
lives of the individuals within these families. For while local newspapers, for
example, unwittingly give us more details of the activities of some of the more
prominent and prosperous villagers, in the main the only 'newsworthy'
members of the poorer sections of the community are those who, in one way or
another, break the law. It is from the press reports of the Local Assizes and Petty
Sessions (of whom the Reverend Bricknell was the chairman) that we obtain
information about some of the activities of 'the poorer' inhabitants.

In the summer months of 1887, Jackson's Oxford Journal contained a
number of reports concerning Eynsham and the steps being taken to celebrate the
Queen's Jubilee. A committee was set up, with Henry Howe, the local chemist
and stationer, as chairman and Charles Faulks, the railway station master and
secretary (Faulks was also secretary of the local branch of the Conservative
party)4. Walter Wilkins, the localbuilder, also arranged a Jubilee treat at his home in
Mill Street for around 250 of the village children who were given "unlimited"
supplies of "tea, plum cake and jam". Swings and other amusements were
provided and the proceedings ended with a firework display to which parents were
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also invited.5 Around the same time, all we learn about the poorer c lasses are
their misdemeanours. For example, Albert Styles, a baker's assistant aged 19, was
c harged at Witney Petty Sess ions on 26 May 1887 w ith stealing a purse
containing £1 5s 6d from a Mrs Anderson. Styles had delivered bread to her house
but Mrs Anderson was upstairs and when she came down she discovered her purse
missing. When interviewed by the local policeman, P.C. Knapp, Styles admitted
the theft and he pleaded guilty at the Petty Sess ions. The Bench dec ided that as
this was his first offence, the penalty would not be, in their opinion, a heavy one.
He was fined £1 w ith 18 shillings costs, with the proviso that if he could not
pay the sum he would be sentenced to 3 months hard labour. Needless to say
Sykes was unable to pay and so was removed into custody.6

One of the most common offences in country areas brought before the Sessions
was tha t of poaching. Eynsham in 1887 was no exception. At a mee ting of the
Petty Sessions in January 1887, William Higgs of Eynsham and three othe rs were
charged of poaching. Higgs was found guilty and fined 15s. including costs. He
was told tha t if he could not pay he would have to serve 7 days imprisonment. In
anothe r case six men from Eynsham were charged with tre spassing in search of
game. William Bennett, who had a number of previous convic tions, was sentenced
to three weeks hard labour. Another, Josiah Wall, was fined 5s. with costs, but as
he was unable to pay he was sentenced to 14 days imprisonment. 7

The inab ility to pay the se t fines was a common fea ture and espec ia ll y so
a round this time. Agriculture was going through bad times. Increasing imports of
grain and meat from overseas had hit the fanning community and the growers of
wheat were particula rly affec ted, although nearly all sections of fa rming suffered
in one way or anothe r. In Eynsham agricultura l work was much harder to come by
than earlie r in the centur y and many agricultura l laboure rs had been forced to
leave the village to seek work. The popula tion of the village which in 1871 had
peaked a t 2,177 had by 1891 sunk to 1,998. So while the popula tion of England
and Wales had risen by around 20% in those 20 years, the popula tion of Eynsham
had fallen by some 8%, and whereas there were 138 heads of households in the
village in 1871 listed as agricultura l labourers, by 1891 this tota l had dropped to
74.

Work of a ll kinds was hard to find and this is exemplified by one of the many
cases concernin g an Eynsham family summoned to the Pe tty Sessions by the
Eynsham School Board for not sending a child to school. Clea rly, the re were ,
just a s today, children like Joseph May, aged 10, who played truant on a regular
basis 8, and there were others who stayed away to earn pennies by doing odd jobs
and helping at harvest time. But on the same day tha t Joseph May's parents came
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Advert. from Valter's Oxford & District Directory, 1890, p.113
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before the Petty Sessions, the case of George Harris, also aged 10, was heard. The
Harris family had been summoned and cautioned tw ice before on account
of George's poor school attendance record. In giving evidence on this occasion, the
School Attendance Officer reported that when he visited the Harris's home George
was looking after four younger children. In her defence Mrs Harris said that her
husband had no work and so the boy was in charge at home "while she went out to
get their living." The reaction of the Chairman of the Bench (on this occasion it
was not Bricknell, but another clergyman, the Reverend Parker) concluded that
Mrs Harris's behaviour was 'very foolish bec ause if you kept him regularly to
school, he would soon be able to leave, whereas if she kept him away, he would
not pass his standard, and she would be liable to be fined every fortnight.' It was
eventually decided that if Mrs Harris promised to send George regularly to school,
the Bench would dismiss the case. It was a decis ion to whic h Mrs Harris 'after
some hesitation' agreed.

Unfortunately we do not learn whether Mrs Harris had eventually to give up her
job but in one sense she was lucky to have been in work. The chances of married
women at this time finding paid employment outside of the home were very small.
In the 1891 c ensus, out of the 307 married women in the village, only 33
indicated that they were in paid occupations. Some of these women such as Olive
Beauc hamp worked with her husband in their grocer's shop in Acre End Street,
and Clara, the wife of Nicholas Topley, the schoolteacher at St. Michael's school
in Freeland, worked there as an assistant schoolmistress.

Earlier in the century many Eynsham married women had benefited from the
glove making industry c entred in Woodstock whereby the sheepskins for the
gloves were 'put out' by the manufacturers to be 'hand-sewn by ... homeworkers,
mainly the wives and daughters of agricultural labourers.' 9 Some 43 married
w omen in 1851 were involved in this work, whereas by the time of the 1891
census this number had fallen to five. Other married women earned some income
as dressmakers and seamstresses but the largest c ategory of workers (11) were
those employed as paper sorters at Eynsham paper mill. This mill played an
important part in the ec onomy of the village. 82 Eynsham inhabitants are
rec orded as working at the mill in the 1891 c ensus. There w ere some other
industr ies which would have employed a number of people such as the breweries
(e.g. Fig.1) and Blake's soft drinks factory 10. Unfortunately the benefits of the
paper mill as a source of income ended suddenly in 1893 when it was shut down.
Adverse trading conditions were given as a factor for its closure, but the sudden
departure of the firm's managing director, Stephen Wakefield, under scandalous
circumstances, was another important factor. Just how those families who were
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dependant for their weekly income from the mill coped after its closure we do not
know.

Changes, however, werenot all for the worse. The chancesof a better education had
improved and more people were able to read and write. Whereas in the decade
1841-51, of the 104 marriages recorded in the parish church, 64 brides and 20
grooms failed to sign their own names in the marriage register, in the decade
1881-91, of the 124 marriages that took place, only 18 brides and 54 grooms
failed to sign their own names. The figure of illiteracy had fallen sharply from
56.7% to 15.3%. 11 In addition, there were increasing village activities
accessible to the less well-off. The widening of the social composition of the
village cricket team 12 and the formation of a football club provided organised
sporting activities for some of the men in the village. Also, the opportunities for
group meetings other than in the local pubs was widened with the opening in
1901 of a reading room at the Baptist Mission Hall and it was there that a newly
formed Workmen's Club met. But perhaps, most important of all, attitudes
towards the working classes were very gradually changing. The Reverend
Bricknell died in 1888 and his successors were less stern and more approachable
figures than Bricknell. There were still divisions within the village but by the end of
the century it would have been very unlikely that if a telegram had been sent on
behalf of the inhabitants of the parish of Eynsham to the monarch, it would have
been worded in such a socially divisive way as the one sent by the Reverend
Bricknell in 1887.
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I n 1969, only abo ut t wo ye ars afte r it ope ne d, the Eyns ham
C ount y Primary Scho ol was de s tro ye d by fire . I t had to be
completely rebuilt, virtually to the same design, as can be seen in
the THEN and NOW pictures overleaf .

21



22



23



THE ROPE MAKERS OF EYNSHAM

by Doreen Hockedy

Since my first article on Rope-making in Eynsham (Eynsham Record no.20) I
have been on a journey which has connected my back garden in Eynsham to
Headington, Burford, Bridport, Hawes and even Australia. As I have sought to
discover more about the men, women and children who made ropes on the long
strips of land between Acre End Street and Clover Place, I have caught a glimpse of
their lives from jigsaw pieces gleaned from property deeds, census returns,
family trees, parish records and directories. I have even encountered some living
rope makers ...

When my husband and I arrived in Eynsham in 2001, we had no inkling of the
secrets waiting behind the garden wall. Within days of moving into 22 Clover
Place, the deeds and indentures arrived from the solicitor. We hardly expected a
1980s bungalow to have legal papers dating from the 18th century written on
parchment! From these pages began to emerge the story of the land we had
bought, and the people who had lived and worked here before us. We were living on
the site of a rope walk, and over the back wall a rope makers' shed still stands.

My trail of discovery has taken me beyond the wall to meet my neighbours, to the
Eynsham Library with its transcribed census returns and parish records, and printed
directories, and to information from the Eynsham History Group, and the last living
rope makers of Eynsham. I have even met rope makers' descendants from
Australia, who were tracing their family tree. History is all around us, and often
where we least expect to find it.

From my research I have discovered that a variety of people took part in rope
making in the village for over 140 years, between 1812 and 1954. The census
returns for Eynsham from 1841 to 1901 list severalmen, women and boys, who are
described as rope makers, rope spinners, twine spinners, hemp dressers, twine and
rope manufacturers, sack merchants, rick cloth makers and a labourer at a rope
factory. Some also appear in Kelly's Directories of Oxfordshire of the 19th and
20th centuries, and Edward Casseys Gazetteer of 1868. Others are mentioned in
indentures and other documents of the period, and on tombstones in St
Leonard's Churchyard. They range in age from 8 to 80, and come from several
families.

The principal rope makers of Eynsham were the Wall family, owners of the
rope walk and sheds between92 Acre End Street and20A-28 Clover Place. They
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appear to have established this bus iness in 17801, and employed people from all
over the village, including men, women and boys.

The Wall family have been the eas ies t to researc h. In 2003 I met Yvonne
Howarth whose husband, David (Fig.1) is a direct descendant of Thomas Wall,
the founder of the rope walk. She was in possession of something that gladdens
the heart of any local historian - a well researched family tree! The Howarths,
now living in Australia, were visiting Eynsham to do further research on their
ancestors, and had found me through the village web-site and Martin Harris. The
Wall family tree paints a picture of a versatile and hard-working family who were
w ell connec ted in Eynsham and surrounding towns. As I searched various
doc uments relating to them I caught glimpses of their lives , and even found
evidence of a little romance on the rope walk!

Fig.1 David Howarth, descendant of Thomas Wall, in 2003.
Behind him, to the right, the covered rope walk is being repaired.

Photo by the author in her back garden in Clover Place
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Four generations of the Wall family involved in the rope making business as owners or
assistants are indicated in bold print. Other offspring, who are many, are not indicated.

* the juvenile poacher who also appears in John Golby's article in these pages!



Twelve members of the Wall family made ropes between 1812 and 1899 in
Eynsham. These included Mary Wall, wife of the founder Thomas Wall, who took
over the family business after the death of her husband in 1826, and SarahWall, her
grandson Josiah's wife. Their rope factory and land were bought by Henry Ayres,
a farmer, in 1903, although Lionel Wall, the great grandson of Thomas and Mary,
is listed as a rope maker of Acre End Street in 1920. Between 1812 and 1899 the
family employed 16 men and boys from 13 other families (seeappendix).

Thomas and Mary Wall had several sons, grandsons and great grandsons who
became rope makers. In 1812 Thomas rented the land behind 92 Acre End Street
from Mrs Harriet Fowler, which already included a rope walk. He built sheds for
spinning and drying ropes 2. Josiah, the youngest son born in 1808, continued the
family business with his mother after the death of his father in 1826. His trade
card shows a flourishing rope factory or ropery, making twine, ropes, sacks, bed
sacking, rick, wagon, boat and machine cloths, halters, door mats, coconut
matting, curled hair and all kinds of netting. These were sold both locally and at a
stand at the Corn Exchange in Oxford 3. Josiah was helped by his sons, Josiah,
John, James, Ebenezer, Lewis and Albert. They are listed as twine spinners, rope
makers and hemp dressers at various times in the census records from 1841
onwards. He was later helped by his grandson Lionel.

Some of the Walls took their rope making skills beyond Eynsham. James Wall,
eldest son of Thomas, who was born in 1790, answered an advertisement by
Abiah Daniel of Burford to help with her rope making business on the death of
her father. It seems that love blossomed as the ropes were spun and twisted, as he
later married her in 1811. He made ropes there until he died in 1872 4. Their son,
Ebenezer Wall, later moved to Banbury with his brother Thomas and started a
ropewalk there 5. In 1855 he bought the land at 92 Acre End Street from Thomas
Shrimpton, his aunt Hannah Wall's husband. This was to help his uncle, Josiah
Wall, who had previously rented the land. Lionel Wall, aged 19 in 1891, was also
mentioned in Kelly's Directory of 1920 as a rope maker in Acre End Street, so
perhaps the work continued by renting from Henry Ayres, the new owner from
19036.

It seems that James Wall, Thomas's grandson, must have gone to sea, perhaps
using his rope making skills to keep the rigging in order. Harold Quainton refers to
him as 'an old navy man' in his reminiscences about his father Cyril Quainton7

Having returned to England by 1881, James Wall is listed as a lodger with Cyril
Quainton's mother, Mary, at 80 Acre End Street in the census of that year. There he
trained Cyril in rope making, and is still listed as living there in 1891.
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A Cyril Quainton invoice of 1946, duly receipted
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Fig.2 Cyril and Helen Quainton in the 1940s
in the garden of 1 Crown Crescent
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In the early part of the 20th century, as rope making ceased at 92 Acre End
Street, Cyril Quainton created a new rope making business in the garden of 80
Acre End Street (Figs 2 and 3). This was mainly a family affair, but occasionally
help was provided by men such as James Wall who had taught the skills to Cyril,
and boys, especially Albert Axtell between the ages of 11 and 14. Cyril Quainton's
rope making was part of his harness making and tarpaulin business with his office at
1 Crown Street, then part of the High Street, and his workshop in the loft of 'The
Jolly Sportsman' from the 1930s to 1954 8

.
Cyril's son, Bill, now in his 80s and

living in Headington, and Albert Axtell, now in his 70s and still living in
Eynsham, remember helping at 80 Acre End Street when they were boys. Harold
Quainton's, Bill's older brother, andhis sisters also helped from time to time.

As far as I know Albert Axtell is the last rope maker still living in Eynsham. I
recently spoke to him and he told me about his experiences of helping in the rope
walk in the 1930s. Albert lived at 82 Acre End Street, next door to the rope walk,
and he described how it was easyto come after school or at weekends to earn ld by
turning the handle of the jack (Fig.3), which was attached to a post at the far end of
the 120 ft garden. He also spoke of how he walked up and down the rope walk to
help twist the twines as they travelled on the trolley or donkey, and of tying the
end of the finished rope to stop it unravelling. Albert remembers Cyril binding the
rope with a paste or size made from wheat flour. He would rub it in with his hands
to make it smooth 9. Bill remembers his father taking self-raising flour from his
mother's store cupboard to make this paste!

The ropes that Bill and Albert helped to make were relatively short, just 30 feet long
to be used for plough lines and tarpaulins. This meant that all the work could be
contained in the garden, unlike the ropes at 92 Acre End Street which would have
been stretched across the road, reaching up to 250 feet or more 10. Bill and Albert
missed out on the fun had by a young boy at the Burford ropewalk, who was seen
walking backwards and forwards across the High Street as he twisted the rope in the
mid-19th century 11. It must have been interesting when people passed in their
carriages or on horseback!

In my research I have also come across rope makers further afield. In a video of
rope makers' memories from Bridport12, we learn that in the early 20th century the
work could be hard and hazardous. Hemp, sisal and flax produce a lot of dust
and fluff, so it was difficult for the workers to breathe easily in the spinning and
drying sheds. Those in the spinning shed especially would have to come outside
for a break to clear their lungs. Rope makers today at Bridport and Hawes
however use cotton, plastic and nylon twines which are much cleaner. The climate
would also affect the rope makers, even those inside the spinning and drying
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sheds. Windows would have to be open in all weathers, especially to help the
drying of the ropes, which sometimes needed a coat of size (wheat or bone glue) to
bind them or tar to waterproof them. It was also very noisy bec ause of the metal
jack, the dolly and donkey which moved constantly backwards and forwards along
the ropewalk, which could also be in a shed when not outs ide. Modern rope
makers in Hawes in Yorkshire wear earmuffs (Fig. 4).

Fig. 4 Twisting the rope at Hawes, Yorkshire Dales
(photograph by Martin Harris)

Rope making was evidently thirs ty work whic h was a good thing for the
enterprising Wall family. Jos iah Wall junior w as landlord of the Star Inn on
Witney Road from 1869 to 1876. Jabez Wall of Burford, a rope manufacturer and
son of James Wall, owned The Jolly Sportsman in Ac re End Street in 1880. In
1880 he was summoned by complaint of the Rural Sanitary Authority because the
water in the well at his inn was polluted. An order was made to close the well
permanently 13. In 1887 the same inn w as still owned by the Wall family, and
John Wall, described as a rick cloth manufacturer was landlord14. Other members
of the Wall family were also landlords. Albert Wall was landlord of The Fountain
Inn at 2 Crown Crescent, Acre End Street in 189915, and James Wall of Burford
owned The Three Goats Heads in Burford from 1811 to 187216 (Fig.5).
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Hand ropemaker spinning yarn. A streak of hackled hemp hangs from his
waist and is spun by the boy on the wheel
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Fig.5 Advertisement for the Wall business in Burford

Other members of the Wall family pursued things of a more spiritual nature.
Ebeneze r Wall became a lay preacher in 'The Dissenting Chape l of the Disc iples
of Ch rist' when he moved to Banbury 15 , and we know tha t the Burfo rd Wal ls
a ttended the Bapti st Chape l the re. Abiah Danie l's brothe r, Ebeneze r Danie l,
became a Baptist missiona ry in Ceylon (now Sri Lanka) having sold his share of
the flax dressing business to his siste r to pay for his training at the Baptist College
in Bristol 16.

Parish records and other documents of the period furnish more details of their
lives, and throw up some interesting questions. Was it the upright Ebenezer Wall
of Burford who was caught trying to poach game on Mr Frederick Gulliver's land
in Eynsham in 1867 or the young Ebeneze r Wall, the hemp dresser of Eynsham?
The culprit, with two othe rs, were each fined 14s.3d or 14 days in prison. As they
are desc ribed as laboure rs it may, of course , have been ye t anothe r Ebenezer
Wall 17.

Twenty years later in 1887 another member of the family, Josiah aged 17, the
great grandson of Thomas, w as also found poaching w ith a gun. He w as
accompanied by Richard Bennett, aged 14. They were fined 8s.6d. Two weeks
later Josiah was back in the woods with Richard Bennett, who this time brought a
ferret along. Josiah was fined 5s. or 14 days in prison if unable to pay 18.
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After the fertile terrain of family trees and loc al histories, the census returns in
the Eynsham library seemed a little unpromis ing at first. However, as I scanned
them for evidence of rope making in the village, a number of interesting details of
the lives of other rope makers began to emerge. The brief snapshots contained in
the census pages have left me eager to discover more.

The returns (at 10 yearly intervals) from 1841 to 1891 show a number of men
who seem to have given their whole working lives to the trade. Josiah Wall senior
of Acre End Street, whom we have already met, is listed as a rope maker between
the ages of 30 and 63 and Edward Jeffrey of Abbey Street likewise between the
ages of 25 and 42. In that period Eynsham seems to have been full of active
people in their 60s and 70s. James Jeffrey of Mill Street, for example, emerges
from the gloom of history in the 1851 census at the age of 53, and in 1871 we still
f ind him making ropes in his 70s. In 1841 William Baker of Mill Street is a rope
spinner aged 69.

For some there was also life after rope making. William Owen of Mill Street a
rope maker aged 56 in 1851 had become a minister and local preacher by 1861. In
the same 10 year interval Richard Grant, who with his brother Thomas were rope
makers living in Pugg Lane in 1851, by 1861 was working at the paper mill and
living in Queen Street.

Children were also employed in the rope works. In 1851 w e find Thomas
Masters, aged 8 of New land Street listed as a labourer at the rope factory. While
the Factory Act of 1833 had made it illegal to employ any child under the age of
nine in textile mills, the Factory Ac t of 1844 made it legal for children from 8 to
13 years to work for 6½ hours per day, but they did have to spend 2 hours per day
in school 19. It would be interesting to know how many hours Thomas Masters
worked and whether the Factory Act was enforced in Eynsham. By 1861 we find
that Thomas had become a carrier's labourer, although his brother James was still
involved in rope making.

Other rope makers appear brief ly in one or two census listings , and then
disappear from the pages of history with their ropes over their shoulders. About
them I can only speculate. For example John Simpson w as 35 in 1841, living in
Acre End Street, and plying his trade as a twine spinner. We meet him again in
1851, but then he disappears. Later in the century, 1881, Thomas Buckingham
was a journeyman rope maker living in Pugg Lane, aged 20. We do not meet him
again, and he may well have gone elsewhere to ply his trade; as an apprentice and
later journeyman, he would not be a fully qualified master rope maker until he
was 21. Others like James Harper, aged 23, a rope maker in 1871 and William
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Higgs, aged 34, a rope maker in 1891, both of Acre End Street, may well have
done the same. Perhaps they went to work at other rope making factories such as
those at Burford, Banbury, Abingdon, Witney and Henley-on-Thames, or further
afield.

An illustration of an early rope walk that shows tarring in progress.

As these people disappear from the census records they leave behind them an
invitation for further research. The possibilities of historical discovery are all
around us. Many of their descendants no doubt still live in the village. The
historical documents at our disposal may have much more to reveal. We may even
find that more long lost relatives w ill appear over the horizon bearing family
trees. Most exciting of all, who knows what other secrets still lie in the vaults of
law firms and behind the garden walls of Eynsham?
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ROPE MAKERS OF EYNSHAM1812 - 1954

A) At 92 AcreEnd Street
Years of work Name Age Occupation Reference
1812 - 1826 Thomas Wall 61 - 75 Rope Manufacturer St.L PR 1789 M

(already a Rope Maker by 1812) I 1812
M I 1826 B
E R no. 20

1812 - 1846 Mary Wall 42 - 76 Rope Manufacturer St.L PR 1789 M
(wife) C 1841

MI 1846B
I 1847
E R no. 20

1841 - 1874 Josiah Wall 33 - 63 Rope Manufacturer St.L PR 1808 Ba
(son) C 1841

C 1851
I 1855
C 1861
E C 1868
C 1871
St.L PR 1874 B
E R no. 20

1851 - 1677 Josiah Wall Jnr 15 - 41 Twine Spinner St.L PR 1835 Ba
(grandson) Rope Maker and C 1851
and son of Josiah Landlordof "The Star Inn" C 1861

PR 1869 -
1876

C 1871
St.L PR 1877 8

1881 - 1896 Sarah Wall 45 - 60 Rick Cloth Maker C 1881
(wife of Josiah Jnr) St.L PR 1896 B

1851 - 1900 John Wall 13 - 63 Twine Spinner St.L PR 1837 Ba
(grandson) Rope Maker C 1851
and son of Josiah Rick Cloth Maker C 1861

Landlordof "The Jolly Sportsman Inn" C 1871
C 1881
PR 1887
C 1891
K 1899
St.L PR 1900 B
MI 1900

1861 - James Wall 19 - 60 Twine Spinner C 1861
(grandson) Rope Maker in Navy C 1881
and son of Josiah Trained Cyril Quainton C 1891

MH end of 19th
century

1861 - 1881 Ebenezer Wall 16 - 36 Hemp Dresser C 1861
(grandson)
and son of Josiah

Rope Maker ECa 1867

C 1871
C 1881

1881 Albert Wall 14 Assistant Rope Maker C 1881
(great grandson)
and son of Ebenezer
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1881 - 1891 Albert Wall 30
(grandson)
and son of Josiah

Sail Maker
Landlord of "The Fountain Inn"

C
K

1881
1899

1881 - 1891 Lewis Wall 34 - 44 Rope Maker and C 1881
(grandson) Sack Maker C 1891
and son of Josiah VCH Vol. 12 Oxon

ER no. 20

1891 - 1920 Lionel Wall 33 Rope Maker C 1891
(great grandson) K 1920

and son of John M I 1924
E R no. 20

Other families (probably workingat 92 Acre End Street)
1. Liv ing in Acre End Street
1841 - 1851 John Simpson 35 - 46 Twine Spinner C 1841

C 1851

1871 James Harper 23 Rope Maker / C 1871

1891 William Higgs 34 Rope Maker C 1891

2. Liv ing in Abbey Street
1841 - 1861 Edward Jeffrey 25 - 44 Rope Maker C 1841

C 1851
C 1861

3. Liv ing in Mill Street
1841 William Baker 69 Rope Spinner C 1841

1851 William Owen 56 - 66 Rope Maker C 1851
Minister and C 1861
Local Preacher

1851 - 1871 James Jeffrey 53 - 73 Rope Maker C 1851
C 1861
C 1871

1851 Edward Jeffrey 21
(son)

Rope Maker C 1851

1851 John Jeffrey 16
(son)

Rope Maker C 1851

4. Liv ing in Newland Street
1851 - 1861 Thomas Masters 8 - 18 Labourer at the Rope Factory C 1851

Carrier's Labourer • C 1861

1861 James Masters 24
(brother)

Rope Maker C 1861

5. PuggLane
1851 Thomas Grant 22 Rope Spinner C 1851

1851 Richard Grant 18
(brother)

Rope Maker C 1851

1881 Thomas Buckingham 20 Journeyman Rope Maker
C 1881

1881 Frederick Holliday 14 Journeyman Rope Maker C 1881
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1881 John Holliday
(brother)

13 Journeyman Rope Maker C 1881

6. Cassington Road
1881 Edmund Godwin 32 Master Rope Maker C 1881

7 Queen Street
1881 Thomas Humphris 17 Rope Spinner C 1881

(out of work)

B) At 80 Acre End Street

1920 Cyril Quainton 38 - 72 Saddler (at 1 Mill Street) K 1920
1930s - 1954 Rope Maker and M H

Tarpaulin Maker M I 1954
ER no 20

1930s Harold Quainton 11 - 14 Assistant Rope Maker M H
(son) M I 1998

ER no 20

1930s William Ouainton 11 - 14 Assistant Rope Maker E R no. 20
(son) O A 2005

1930s Albert Axtell 11 - 14
Assistant Rope Maker

O A
2005

A bbreviations for references

C Census
M H Molly Harris - "From Acre End: Portrait of a Village"

MI
Monumental Inscriptions on Tombs in St Leonard's Church yard, Eynsham
(research by Oxford Family History Society) and my own visit to the church yard

St.L P R
St. Leonard's Parish Registers
(research by Yvonne and David Howarth)

I Indentures (in possession of Doreen and George Hockedy)

K Kelly 's Directory of Oxfordshire

EC
Edward Cassey's "History, Gazetteer and Directory of Berkshire and Oxfordshire" (1868)
lent by Brian Duffield

ECa
Eileen Carlton "Thomas Savings. Eynsham's Police Constab le 1863 – 1871".
Eynsham Record no. 3

E R Eynsham Record

P R Pamela Richards "Do You Remember an Inn" - A Good History Special no. 1

VCH Victoria County History of Oxfordshire vol 12

O A Own Account

M Marriage

B Burial

Ba Baptism
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THE D'OYLY FAMILY AND EYNSHAM ABBEY

by Edna Mason
The name D'Oyly is in this area more usually associated with Oxford castle and
Oseney Abbey than with Eynsham, but soon after the D'Oyly brothers settled here
they had dealings with the abbey and later were frequent and generous
benefactors.

Three brothers, Robert, Nigel and Gilbert came to England with William the
Conqueror. The eldest, Robert, certainly fought at Hastings with William and
became one of his most powerful barons. He was Baron of Hook Norton,
Constable of Oxford and lord of a number of estates throughout the country
including Wallingford which he acquired from the Saxon Wigo through his
marriage to his daughter Aldgitha. His first contact with Eynsham was when he
attested William's confirmation of grants to the abbey. His charitable giving was
mainly in Oxford. Whenhe settled there he had a reputation for cruelty, following his
destruction of houses in the west of the city when he was developing its
defences. But, the story goes, after recovering from a serious illness, he did a
public penance at Abingdon Abbey and appears to have been a reformed
character. Most of his charitable work however was absorbed by his foundation and
endowment of St George's college in Oxford for secular canons.

He had no male issue so he was succeeded, in 1090, by his brother Nigel who
gave lands at Milcombe to Eynsham Abbey. His eldest son, Robert, noted chiefly for
the foundation of the Augustinian Abbey at Oseney, confirmed his father's grants
and similar grants of his cousin Roger. He gave land, on his own account and his
wife, Edith, gave the Eynsham monks one of the villains on her estate at Claydon
'with his wife, children and all his cattle in free alms for ever'. Like his younger
brother Foulk, who died several years before him, Robert who died about 1130 was
buried at Eynsham in accordance with an agreement made with the monks here
before the Abbey at Oseney was built, although Edith was interred at Oseney. His
son Henry confirmed his father's grants and in return Abbot Godfrey gave him a
palfrey and the grants were renewed by his son, Robert, the fifth baron.

Roger, probably the son of the third brother, Gilbert, had different links. His
eldest son, William, and his third son, Hugh, both became monks at Eynsham and
their father gave lands to the Abbey on the occasions when his sons joined the
order.
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The fortunes of the D'Oyly family changed in the 13th century when the lack of
a male heir resulted in much of their lands and their titles passing to the family of
the Earl of Warw ick, but several branc hes of the Doylys , Doileys or Dollys
remained in the county or in nearby Buckinghamshire. In the 18th and 19th
centuries there was a family of blanket makers in Witney, and at least two of their
descendants came to Eynsham as publicans, at the Red Lion and at Barnard Gate,
and Augustus Dolley and his wife are both buried at Eynsham. A group settled in
the north of the county from where a coaching proprietor (another Robert) went to
Oxford and a number of his family bec ame vic tuallers or innkeepers . My
grandmother was the daughter of one suc h at the Dolphin Inn c lose to Folly
Bridge. I feel my roots in Eynsham go deep!

Historical details from William Bayley, History of the House of D'Oyly.
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SOME EYNSHAM CUSTOMS & PRACTICES
Christine Bloxham has been collecting Oxfordshire folklore for thirty years and
has published an account of the local customs and festivities before the days
of mass entertainment. In her book1 she gives many examples from Eynsham.

From 1978 the playgroup organised pancake races.

In the mid-20th century faces w ere sometimes painted on Eas ter eggs (i.e. real
eggs), and conchineal was often used for dyeing.

Beating the Bounds by the parishioners of Cumnor included crossing the Thames
by boat to touch the Eynsham bank. The Eynsham ferryman brought six shillings
and eightpenc e, the Sw inford tithe, in a bas in of water. The Cumnor vicar
removed the money and then sprinkled the water over the onlookers2.

On Oak App le Day, 29th May, in the 1970s Hugh Cooper, the EHGs first
President, would climb the church tower to place an oak spray including an oak
apple (a gall) up there.

A medieval edict set up a Pentecostal Fair to be held after a religious procession,
which was probably a fore-runner of the Whit fairs. Hot smoked farthings were
thrown to the crowd (which attracted Oxford students who picked fights with the
local people).

The Whitsun celebration of 1230 is documented as it led to problems:

Upon a grant of the Bishop of Lincoln, for observing of processions and other
solemnities to Ensham Churc h, in obedienc e to the Mother Churc h of Linc oln
during Whitsun Week, many of the Oxford Sc holars , repair ing thither to see
jovial doings, were assaulted by the country people who killed some and wounded
others, and made the rest fly home in fear and danger of their lives. The bishop
hearing about the riot, excommunicated the authors and abetters of this sedition,
in all the churc hes of Oxfordshire, excluding them from the society of all
Christians, and depriving them of the benefit of confession till the Feast of St
Bartholomew, the scholars also resented this injury so highly that they interrupted
all lectures and w ould not resume them till the offenders had undergone the
severes t punishments; and when they did, the bishop procured of the Pope a
permission for the doctors and masters of Oxford to become lecturers and regents
in any other Univers ity without an examination .

The Eynsham clergy processed at Whitsun, carrying the holy water vat.
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Whit Monday was the only day Eynsham residents were permitted to fell timber in
Wychwood Forest which extended this far in medieval and later times. The
churchwardens went into the woods first, and marked each tree that could be cut
down. The timber w as taken to the yard of Eynsham Abbey, and the abbey
servants, before the Dissolution, took some for abbey use, and the Eynsham men
took the rest away, some to repair St Leonard's Church. It seems that the custom
continued in some form until the mid-eighteenth century.

The cus tom of Whitsun Ales w hereby c hurc hwardens throughout the county
raised money for their churc h by brewing beer to sell at the fes tivities died out
here in 1754 because of an outbreak of smallpox.

Eynsham held a Lamb Ale on Trinity Monday when the prettiest gir l was chosen
as the Lady, and after catching the lamb, she rode gaily dressed, on the front horse
of the team which brought the lamb home. Sarah Stayt, who died in 1840, was the
last 'Lady'.

Christine Bloxham's book tells us that here popular Christmas games in the early
20th century were 'Hunt the Slipper', 'Charades' and 'Sardines'.

Eynsham Morris. [There have been fuller publications on this subject, but
Christine Bloxham informs us as follows] ...
Percy Mannin g rec orded (MS Top Oxon d.200) that the morris w as s till
performed in Eynsham in 1902 on Wednesday of Whit Week and at Christmas
(when apparently the morris men performed with the mummers). ...Their Squire,
Ed 'Feathers' Russell carr ied a money box and bladder stic k. On one vis it to
Blenheim Palace he hit the Duchess of Marlborough over the head, to the horror
of the others, but it seems she took the incident in good part. Music was provided
at different times by a pipe and tabor, f iddle, banjo and mouth organ. Around
1900 William Nic holson painted a pic ture of 'Feathers' Russell in his morris
outfit. It w as said that a team of Eynsham men danc ed in South Africa while
fighting there during the Boer War.

References (see inside front cover for abbreviations)
1.Christine Bloxham. May Day to Mummers. The Wychwood Press, 2002
2. See E.R no.10, 1993 p.34 for an eyewitness account of the 1992 ceremony
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TEN LITTLE KINGDOMS
by Miss J.E.Clarke of Eynsham in 1889

Plans for separation grew worse than those before,
Then they asked for two Parliaments, now 'tis three or four.

Only jus t imagine if Home Rulers had their way.
This is something like the tale the world might hear one day:

One United Kingdom they fancied wouldn't do,
So to please some grumbling Irish they split it into two.
Tw o litt le Kingdoms, but then the Sc ots , you see,

Claimed their ancient throne and rights, and so there were three.

Three little Kingdoms, and after that one more;
For Welshmen claimed a Parliament, and then there were four.

Four little Kingdoms wouldn' t do at all -
One of them was far too big; the others far too small.

All throughout Great Britain ancient hates revived,
Cornw all w ants to rule itself and then there w ere five.

Five little Kingdoms, but London in a fix,
Raised the "Southern English" flag, and then there were six!

Six little Kingdoms, alas ! the "Home Rule" leaven
Caused a rising in the West, and then there were seven!

Seven little Kingdoms; Northmen w ouldn't w ait,
But started the Northumbrian state, and then there were eight.
And all the towns one may visit by the Eastern Counties line,

Held their own East Anglian Parliament, and then there were nine.
Nine little Kingdoms; the Midlands people then

Called a Parliament themselves, and then there were ten!

Ten little Kingdoms with constitutions new,
Ten little Kingdoms never could agree

How to w ork together, and so they went free.
Ten little Kingdoms always in a s tew,

Ten little Kingdoms too weak to stand alone,
A foreign nation conquered them - and then there were none!
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Who was the Miss J.E. Clarke of Eynsham who wrote these verses,
which first appeared in Judy, a weekly magazine for Victorian girls in the
issue for 28th August 1889? Apart from some obsolete names such as
'Northumbrian' and 'Eastern Counties line' (but we all know what they
mean!), these could have been written by a modern satirical versifier.

She can be identified in the 1891 census as:

Jane E. Clark, spinster aged 37, Post Office Telegraphist, boarding in the
High Street with Charles Smith, bachelor aged 65, Postmaster. There is no
sign of her in the 1881 or 1901 censuses. Unfortunately, for present
purposes, she was born in Suffolk, so I wouldn't expect other references to
her or her family in the village records.

She seems to have been a ship that passed in the night leaving a wake
that seems as fresh now as it was 115 years ago.

Editor
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FERMANAG H REMEMBE RED

by Bernard Burbridge-Gale

(£9.95, 232 pages, Privately published)

This is a remarkably interesting account by Bernard Gale of 30 Witney Road,
Eynsham, of his forebears, family and life. It divides into three sections : early life,
war experiences and married life for the past 50 and more years in Oxford and at
Barnard Gate. His intention has been to record in as much detail as possible his
family history before and during his own time.

The book is beautifully written and every page is full of interest. The first two
chapters describe his early life in N.Ireland, growing up in hard times, when his
father found himself too old at 40 to join the Royal Ulster Constabulary and had to
provide for his family on very low wages. The descriptions of Bernard's boyhood
are vivid, humorous, and moving. His recall of detail is remarkable and the
picture he draws of those early years is delightfully done.

In the next two chapters at the age of 22 in 1940 he is conscripted and like his
father before him in WW1 rises from humble beginnings through the ranks to be
commissioned in the Royal Artillery in 1943. His anti-aircraft troop remains in
England during 1944 and 1945 fir ing at V1 rockets, and at the end of hostilities
he transfers to Movement Control, becoming a Railway Transport Offic er
in defeated Germany. Here again his experiences are entertainingly described
w ith dry economy as he moves from station to station, and during this time meets
his future German wife.

In the final two chapters he gives a fascinating account of his married life in
Oxford and at Barnard Gate, of his work as a photographer and later as an egg
farmer. His memory of a son, Roy, who died aged nearly 5, is most movingly told.

This charming book, a c opy of w hich is in the local library, c an be most
warmly recommended.

Book review by Peter Way

[I, too, enjoyed the book. I especially liked his realisation when he w as an egg
farmer at Barnard Gate, that by changing only two letters of the village s ign he
could turn it into his own name, Bernard Gale! I'm only sorry that he didn't do it.
Ed]
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E Y N S H A M H I S TO R Y G R O U P

Founded 1959

The E.H.G. exists primarily to encourage studies in, and to promote knowledge of
the history of the village and parish of Eynsham, Oxfordshire, by means of regular
meetings (normally at least ten) , w ith invited speakers, during the winter and
spring; and occasional outings in the summer.

Ne w me mbe rs a re we l com e .

Please apply to the Secretary for details of meetings and subscriptions.
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