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EDITORIAL

Next year will be the millennium of the founding of Eynsham Abbey in 1005, and
the EHG hdd an open meding intheVillageHadl on 29 October to inviteidess
for cdebrations from organisaions and individuds. Suggestions induded a
megting with invited speskers, a play, an exhibition, organised waks around the
Heritage Trail, a project involving the Abbey fishponds adedi cated section on the
community website themed floats a the Camnival, the theme for the Flower
Festivd, and several more.

The EHG already has plans to host a meeting and organi se an exhibition of
artefects found on the site A play isbeng written; and the Parish Coundil has
goplied for Lottery funding for the fishponds project.

Doubtless some, if not most, of the suggested events and projects will materidise
Although the foundation year of 1005 is certain, there is no known day within that
year, so cdebrations could take place & any time during 2005 The EHG could act as
a dearing house to help ensure that venues or dates don't clash. Publicity
should involve the local press and radio, the villages website (www.eynsham.org),
the Roundabout, and the Eynsham Echo.

We should make the most of 2005!

Father John Tolkien (ason of the author) d ed in January of last year. He came as
the Parish Priest to St Peters in 1987 when hewas 70, and retired in 1994 at the
age of 77. He was very interested in and supportive of the archaeological
excavaions being conducted a St Peter's in the early 1990s, and it is sad tha he
didn't live to read the definitive results of tha research, recently published*. An
obituary notice in the Roundabout of March 2003 by Raymond Elliot tels us tha he
was unusud in having a street named ater him in a previous paish, and a
building (the T olkien Room) named after himinhisfind parish.

*Hardy A, Dodd A. & Keevill G.D. Adfric's Abbey. Excavations at Eynsham Abbey;,
Oxfordshire 1989-92. Oxford Archaeology, 2003



VENETIA
by Peter Way

In his Brief Lives (1680), John Aubrey writes of Venetia Sanley
(1600-1633), wife of Sr Kenelm Dighy:

Venetia Sanley was daughter of Sir Edward Stanley. She was a most
beautiful desirable creature; and [being of mature age] was let by her
father tolivewith atenant and servantsat Ey nsham Abbey (his land, or
the Earl of Derby's) in Oxfordshire; but as private as that place
was, it seems her beauty could not be hid. The young eagles had
espied her, and shewas tradtabl e and sanguine ...

Aubrey adds afootnote: ‘At the west end of the church here were two
towers as a Wels or Wesminster Abbey, which were standing till
about 1656. The rooms of the abbey were richly wainscotted, bath
sides and roof .’

(lute-song)

Where the abbey was twin-towered,
Within its walls embowered
Her burningbeauty flowered.

Nowhere secureto hide her:
Youngead essoon espied her.
Bright-eyedthe passngrider.

All rosesfade and every leaf,
Thechimingbell, and even grief,
Rhyming asit doeswith brief.



A HISTORY OF THE RIVER THAMES AT EYNSHAM
by Maureen McCreadie

[Bill and Maureen McCreadie have been Eynsham's lock keeper s for mor e than
33 years. Bill was appointed M.B.E. in 2003 and they retire this year. Snce 1995
Maureen has edited Roundabout, the monthly magazine of the three Eynsham
churches, and for a number of years she has organized the sale of cream teas at
the lock at weekends during the summer, the proceeds going to a variety of
charities]

First time visitors to Eynsham Lock often ask the question "Why is it here?" The
simpl e answer is tha, like dl 44 locks on the River Thames, it is here to enable
the safe passage of boats up or downstream by by-passing the weir. It follows that the
next question is "Why is there a wer?" To this question there is no one
simple answer and we need to go back along way intimeto seek out some of the
reasons for wers.

In dl probability theriver tha we know as the Thames was flowing prior to the
great upheavds and earth spasms that took place around 30 million years ago,
upheavals tha at one end of the scale formed the mgestic Al ps and then with
ther outer ripple effect pushed up the day-covered chdklands of the Thames
Vdley to form ridges rather than mountains Neverthdess these great forces must
have played a tremendous part in the formative years of the ThamesVadley. The
Ice Age which began in this region around 2 million years ago naurdly
influenced the devd opment of our river and itislikdy tha the Thanesrisingin what
we now know as the Cotswolds, would have had swampy areas, brisk
channds of flowing water, grave banks and pools of water on a course some 20
miles north of the present channel. Then it had no estuary of its own; for a
million years ago it was a tributary of the Rhine and it was only as the ice moved
south that thecourse of the Thames as we know it today was formed.

Archaeologicd evidence suggests that possibly as long ago as three hundred
thousand years before Christ, man was roaming the Thames Valley. By the
Middle Stone Age man was becoming more adept at making tools and it is
possible tha crude rafts or hollowed-out tree trunks enabled the river vdley
dwelers to 'get afloat’. At this time the flow of the Thames was entirdy naturd
resulting in many shalows around whi ch the heavy dug-out canoe would have to
be carried, so the lightwe ght corad e was developed using the whippy young
branches of willow and hides. These one-man fishing boats are usudly associaed
with Wdes where they are still in use today, but for early man they were ided for



Eynsham weir: apictuesque 19thcentury drawi g by Percy Roberts

(courtesy of the Centrefor Oxfordshire Sudies, Central Library, Oxford)
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fishing any waters. T he current slogan of the Waterways section of the
Environment Agency 'the Thames your river for lifé has dways been true Eally man
lived bedde it because it provided waer for imsdf, his animds and later the
deposits from flood waters fertilised the soil for growing crops. Around Swinford it
islikey tha Cdetic settlers lived on and farmed the floodplan inthe summer morths
retregting to Beacon Hill as the floods rose in the autumn and winter. The river
provided food inthe form of fi sh, not only caught from simpleboats but later trgpped
by the building of weirs at places where the river was shall ow, and certanly
by Raman timesthe Thameswas wel| established as a highway for commerce.

Ealy wers were constructed not only to catch fish but dso for milling and
navigation. A miller needed to build up a good head of water, directing it into a
lest to keep his mill whed turning, and for this large volumes of water were
required. This meant that often, rather than lose his head of waer, a miller would
keep barges waiting for days until it suited him to let them through 'his welr.
Navigation weirs were usualy constructed a the lower end of a set of shdlows so
rasing the depth of the river for some distance above, the distance between weirs
being governed by thefdl of the river bed, localy about twenty inches to the mile
They were built mainly of timber and brushwood intwo pardld rows with the
space between filled with stone, turfs and other locd materid. T here was no way of
regulati ng the low of water to enable vessd s to pass through the wers, except by
means of a centrd span of 15to 20 feet fitted with removabl e timber paddies kept
in place against a beam by the pressure of upstream water. W hen a barge needed
to pass upstream, the paddles were removed and the barge, li fted by therd esse of the
pent up waer, was then hauled by rope and manpower through the gap inthe weir.
Coming downstream the barge was carried through the opening by the released
flush (or flash) of water, thus giving rise to the name 'flash lock'. Progress in ether
direction was slow and the passage through the weir meant tha the reach above it
would virtually be emptied and the process of building up a head of water would
have to stat dl over agan.

Until 1350 the jurisdiction of the river belonged to the Crown and in the
d eventh century Edward the Confessor proclamed that mills, fisheries and other
works that might hinder navigation should be removed. Since fish and fl our were
of vitd importance to thelocd riverside populations, this and subsequent similar
orders by laer monarchs were totally disregarded. Future navigability of the
Thames woul d be achieved by breaking up theriver into reaches and making each
reach deep enough to enable barges to operate without grounding. To a certain
extent, mill ers were d ready doing thisevenif itwas for their own ends and not



that of navigation! There was a third interested paty, the ripaian owner whose
riverside lands and fish traps would often be unsessonably flooded by the fl ash of
water rd eased for the passage of avessd.

The answer to the problem of how to be far to dl interested paties came in the
form of the pound lock, the type in use & Eynsham and dl other lock sites on the
Thames today. The pound lock is a chamber with pairs of mitred gates at each
end, a design conce ved by Leonardo da Vind about 1495, and this method of
moving vessds from one reach leve to another uses far less water than flashing a
barge through a wer and does not flood the adjoining land. The earliest locks
were built a Ifiey, Sandford and Swift Ditch Abingdon by the Oxford-Burcot
Commisdon in the lae 1620s, but it took another 300 years to create a navigable
waterway between Cricklade in Wiltshire and the tideway. It was na urtil the
formation of the Thames Conservancy in 1857 that work began in earnest
culminating in the building of Eynsham Lock and Kings Lock (the next lock
down stream), the last pound locksto be built on theriver in 1928.

So what had been happening at Eynsham and Swinford during dl these
centuries of flash locks and arguments. Hilare Bdloc in his book The Historic
Thames refers to 'the Roman town of Eynsham' suggesting perhaps tha the
Thames a@ Eynsham would have been used as a mehod of transporting goods in
Roman times but sadly there is no evidence to support this theory, there was no
Roman town here!. However, we know tha by the 14th century buil ding stone
from Taynton was being taken by wagon to Eynsham and thence by river and used a
Merton College, Oxford (1310-78) and a Windsor Castle (1358-68). By about 1539
there was awe r built across the shdlows in the river a Eynsham about 100 metres
downstream of the present weir, probably built by the monks to cach fish. At tha
timeit was known as Boldes or Swithin's Wer. Eynsham has an important
role in the higory of Thames transport. The Journd of the Ralway and Cand
Historical Society Vol XIV No. 3 July 1968 contans an extremely
interesting article about Eynsham which begins "It is curious that scarcdy any
book about the River Thames makes more than a passing reference to Eynsham.
«.......Thames histori ans seem unaware that Eynsham was for & | east six centuries
a trading port on the upper Thames with its own connecting waterway and
wharf...." In the days of Eynsham Abbey much coming and going would be on
the river. Two Eynsham watermen are named 'Robert Navigator' and Robert le
Rower' as occupiers of tenements next to the wat erway. Eynsham Wharf was built &
the confluence of the Chil and Limb Brooks (where the Tdbot Inn now stands).
The wharf continued to flourish long after the dissol ution of the Abbey and
bargemasters Richard Townsend and John Pate were both men of 'Aynsham'.



Stone from Taynon Quary weas loaded & Eynsham Whatf for the rebuilding of
London after the Great Fire in 1666. T hese barges would then return with
sea-cod . In 1650 the whaf was known as 'Bitterdls and access was through
‘Bitterd| Lane, (laer Mead Lane) from the Cassington Road. A good account of
the history of Eynsham Whaf gppeared in Evnsham Record no. 17 but it is
i nteresting to note tha trade ceased a the Wharf in 1925, only three years before
the construction of Eynsham pound lock.

In 1795 'Boldés Weir' on the man river which was owned by Lord Abingdon
was in quch a poor stete that he was told that he could not collect any more three
shilling tolls from passing boats until it was repaired. In the mid 19th century the date
of theriver above Oxford was causing many difficulties for navigation duetolack of
dredging and flooding due to inadequate weirs. Boas coming off the Oxford
Canal via Dukés Cut had to pay the Boldés Weir Keeper two shillings and
ningpence per boa for a 'flask’ (or flash)' of water. In 1852 a survey found " Ensham
Wer in a stae totally unfit to pass barges, and the waterway vey
inadequate to pass floods". George Treacher, (Surveyor of the Thames
Commissioners) stated "It is obvious ... that whatever may be proposed will not
have its full effect, unless a sygamaic management of the drawing of the severd
weirs from one end of the district to the other be enforced.” This system was
eventudly introduced and it is still in use today. However there were no
immediate improvements so when a Royd Commission examined the stae of the
Thames in 1866, proposds were put to them for discontinuing navigaion above
Oxford except for the part connecting Duke's Cut with Eynsham W harf Stream. A
new wer, designed for river control, was not built until 1886 by the Thames
Consevancy on the site of the present wei r whi ch was last rebuilt in1993. Prior to
the building of the pound lock in 1928, larger boats still passed up or
downstream on a flash of water through a single beamed gate & one side of the
wer operated by a uniformed lock kegper. There was a timetable for operating
flashes: for Eynsham it was a 5 pm on Mondays and 8 pm on T hursdays.
Smadler craft could pass a any time using the boat rollers which dlowed craft to
behauled over the weir without aflash of weter.

Lock and weir-keeping seems to have been a very casud occupation before the
time of the Thames Commissioners but it was not until severd years after the
whole river came under the jurisdiction of the Thames Conservancy tha lock and
wer keeping became a regular, pad occupation. Thacker in Thames Highway Il
refers to a Henry Taunt visit to this area in 1872 when Pinkhill Lock was in a
ruinous condition and did not have its own lock-kesper. A Mr. R Treadwdl was
appointed in 1866 to take charge of theriver between New Bridge and KingsWeir



a 52 shillings per month and lived in the lock house close to the bridge a
Eynsham. When he died in 1881 he was succeeded by his son. Records show tha
lock-keepers often died in harness and were succeeded by another member of the
family. Sadly there are also many references to drownings of both lock keepers
and members of ther families and the old Eynsham Weir was the scene of a
family tragedy when a visitor drowned himself and his two chil dren. 'Eynsham
Wer Order Book' found in the loft of the current lock office gives some insi ght
into the keeper's life at the beginning of the 20th century. The orders were
handwritten into the book by John Laurie Chief Inspector. Keepers were
instructed to keep the water a Head Water, but intimes of flood were dlowed to let
fall bedow! During thelast flood a Eynsham the Heed Water leve went up to 34"
above When the river was rising or fa ling, kegpers were instructed to take water
levels every hour from 7 am to 7 pm and "upon occasions of heavy water (and a
any cther time) to inspect ther wer (or waer) during the night and in the ealy
morning" Other duties induded removing dead animds from the river and collecting
live specimens of fi sh which could be suffering from cancer for an association that
had been formed to experiment with these fish. On the other hand they were
forbidden to kill or trap otters. Kespers were entitled to 7 days pad leave
annually and afurther 7 days a intervds, "provided such leave involves no
cost to the Conservators." Qud ified substitutes had to benamed! Therewas adso
auniform issued which "must be worn as a whole and nat in part when the wearers
ae on duty." However this did not have to be worn for dirty work or winter
gadening Keepers pay has never been generous and many ealy employeess
supplemented their income by sdling garden produce or refreshments. However this
was not dways favoured by the Conservators: "It has been noticed tha certain lock
and wer keepers gppear to spend much time in dspensing ginger beer and other
refreshments to the public and | have been directed to place a check on the
practice. Lock and Weir Kegpers are reminded tha their first duty isthe management
of theirlock and weir."

However this did not mean that a lock keeper's wife could not provide
refreshments and Clyde Eddy in 1938 writes in his book Voyaging down the
Thames that at Eynsham "A lock has long since replaced the weir and on a sign
hanging before the lock keeper's house was the magic word TEAS." "Thin slices
of buttered bread, jam, lettuce, cake and a pot tea with milk and sugar served to
me in the parlor of the house” Mr Eddy then examined the engraved plate of a
large dock and discovered that it had been presented to the lock keeper on his
retirement from the Royd Navy. He was told | aer that dl but one of the Thames
lock keepers were former Navy men, the one excepti on was ex-Army. When the
current Eynsham | ock keeper joined the Thames Conservancy in 1966 thi swas



still acommon practice dthough ex-police officers had dso joined the ranks of men
who had their pensions to supplement the meagre pay of alock keeper. It was
only as more young men with families became employed tha a stand was made
for a modern pay structure and conditions, including better housing. This was not
redly achieved until the early 1980sunder Thanes Water and after the demise of the
Thames Conservancy.

Eric de Mare in his 1952 publication Time on the Thames indudes a wonderful
observation by the King's lock keeper of the time (King's is our next door
neighbour). "The life is hedthy and though it gives fairly hard work in the
summer, in winter thereis time enough to deve op oné€'s persond interests, for one is
off duty by sundown." "A wdl built cottage and an adequate garden are
provided free ... pay can be augmented by running a tea garden, sdling garden
produce, making boating or fishing accessories.” "For a naure lover, a poet or a
philosopher, fond of quiet things, could there be a better way of living than to be a
lock keeper on the Upper Thames?" There are some aspects of lock kegping a
Eynsham aout which this romantic description is still gopropriae but not for
much longer, | fear. The 21st century Thames lock kegper will have little ime to
stand and stare as he wrestles with ever increasing mounds of paperwork and
regulaions and draws up business plans to raise the profile of hislock aswdl as
themoney to carry out these plans.
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AN EYNSHAM STUDENT NURSE IN HUT D - RADCLIFFE
INFIRMARY, 1940

by Daisy Ainsley Grabsky

Daisy Ainsley was born and raised in Eynsham. Her parents Herbert William and
Beatrice Kate both died in 1965 and lie together in & Leonard's churchyard. In
these pages she has already described her childhood memories of Eynsham Fair
in the 1930s (E.R.no.12); the Catholic Apostolic Church (E.Rno.16); and
childhood games which were played in the village (E.R.no.17). Here she
describes her experiences as an 18-year-old at the Raddiffe Infirmary after
Dunkirk.

One morning in the middle of June | was summoned to the Sister's office. She
told methat | had to go a once to Leopold Ward | was given no resson why. As |
entered the main corridor of the hospitd | became aware of a stream of stretchers
being pushed dong by soldiers. | reeched the door of Leopold Ward at the same
time as two soldiers were trying to negotiae a stretcher through it. In those days
the doorsdidn't open and dose automaticdly but had to be held open, which | did As
the stretcher passed me the young sold er on it noticed the name of theward written
abovethedoor. "Ach! Leopold" he cried and lifted hishead and spat on thefloor.
One of the stretcher-bearers explaned, "Hes a Bdgian'. "Wdl", | replied, " He
doesn't like his King very much now, does he?" On the 28th May, King Leopold
of Bdgum had ordered hisarmy tolay down their ams, as he no longer fdt tha the
Allies could win and his people were not very happy about that.

It was then that | learned that dl these men on stretchers were Dunkirk
survivors. They were arriving in a state of shock from Pembury Hospitd in Kent,
which was acting as a deaing station. The men were bewildered and many
seriously injured. My immediate job was to assist in admitting the patients.
Leopold Ward was a 40-bedded ward and dl the beds were soon filled up. They
were very goprehensive and so thankful to be with us. Many would have to have very
Serious operdions.

After they had been admitted | was sent to hdp one of thedoctors to change
some of the dressings. One of the patients was a French soldier who had had hdf
his buttocks shot off. He was in great pan. Most of the French and Be gian
soldiers could speak no English. It was decided to ask the University to help, and
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eventudly we had enough people fluent in French for dl the wards. | was not yet
19years of ageand | sawv many unplessant sights that day.

During the next few days the paients were sorted out by rank, nationdity,
condition and medicd care needed. At the beginning of the war four huts, Huts A, B,
C, and D, had been built inthe hospitd grounds.

On July 21st | was transferred to Hut D which was now a military ward. The
patientswere ether orthopaedic or surgicd and most of them were up and mobile and
waiting to be fit enough for discharge They were dl Dunkirk survivors. |
worked there for two very hgppy months. T hese soldiers were excdlent patients. We
nurses were told to kegp them hgppy and I'm sure we did. Those who were
mobile were dways willing to hep the nurses lift heavy patients, and push round the
tea trolley. We never tdked about Dunkirk or ther experiences in France and
Bdgium.

They had dl been seen by an army doctor who regularly visited them and they
would have discussed ther worries with him. Each week the senior army medicd
officer came round. All the patients who were mobile had to stand to attention a
theend of the bed and the others had to sit to atentioninthe bed! His task was to tak
to each patient, review his case and discharge as many as he could. It was a few
weeks before it dawned on me that histask was to send as many as he could back to
their regiments as soon as possible The soldiers never seemed to complan
about this. In fact they often stated that they wanted to get back to have another go a
Jerry! 1 fdt that with men likethiswe surely could not |ose the war.

That summer was glorious. Each day we would push the beds out on the lavns and
the patients would spend the day in the sun. We had so much fun with them and |
loved every minute. The Sster was young and newly trained - so different from some
of the old ones on some of the other wards. The Staff Nurse was a charming and
lovely person, and | was lucky to work with her laer on another ward. Also we
nurses dl got on so wdl together | think we must have been chosen for our
cheerfulness. One day when the Commanding Officer was doing his rounds he
remarked to the Sister that he was very pleased with the paients' progress on
theward. Shereplied, "It's because my nurses keep them all so happy".

Some very funny things hgopened. One day both the wife and the girl friend
turned up to vidt a patient a the same time This ended up with the par of them
having a fist fight a the end of his bed, and | was sent to separae them. This |
managed to do without getting too knocked aout. One paient named Scott
discovered tha we were both rdaed toa family in Barnard Castlein Yorkshire,
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and sncewewere not dlowed to tel the patients our first names he dways cdled
me'cousin Dot', sothat thestaff never seemed to know to whom he was referring.

There was a wonderful man called Haris from Birmingham. | couldn't
understand a word he said. | had never met anyone from Birmingham and it
seemed as though he spoke a foreign | anguage.

There were dso two Austrdians on the ward. Their names were Shooks and
Windsor. Snooks was from Hobart and was to have an operaion on his head after
which | was told to keep a detailed record of his gae of consciousness. Every
movement, every twitch had to be noted and recorded on his chart. His pulse and
respiration rates, temperaure and blood pressure were recorded every quater of
an hour. When he regained consciousness his degree of disorientation had to be
recorded. To do this for eight hours with only a break for lunch was very tiring
Nowadays nurses have machines to do dl of thisfor them. He eventud ly made a
full recovery.

One afternoon as | was going off duty he asked whether he could teke meto the
pictures. The military patients were dlowed out in the day if they were fit enough.
Wewere dways being told on the radio that we should make these people from
other countries as wecome as possible so | thought there would be little harm.
The film we went to see was "Gaslight” staring Anton Wadbrook and Diane
Wyrnyard.

Privet e Snooks bought me a box of "Black Magic', thefirst box of chocolétes |
had ever had for mysdf. Since it was such a pleassant day we waked slowly back
tothe hospitd chatting away to each other.

The next day | was summoned to the Matron's office "Nurse", she sad, "You
were seen yesterday leaving the cinema and brazenly waking dong St Giles' with a
sold e who is a paient in this hospitd. You know the rules - nurses must not
fraternise with patients’. Now | can become quite brave when | think | am beng
trested unjustly. | brisied. "Yes", | replied, "and wha is wrong with tha? | have
nursed this man for severd weeks. | know he is a maried man with chil dren. |
went with him to the dinema because he is londy and in a foreign country, and we
are dways being told to be nice to these people who are hdping us in our war
effort”". | paused for breath. "That's enough nurse', she said, "Go back to your ward
and don't let it hgppen again".

Now there isa sequd to this. In 1942, soon after that time, my brother Cyril

was in Alexandria, Egypt where his ship, HMS Ajax had docked. One evening he
was inapub with hismaes when one of them called out, "What are you drinking,
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Ainsley?" An Austrdian soldier approached the group. "I heard one of you is
called Ainsley". They introduced him to my brother. "You wouldn't by chance
have a siger & the Raddiffe Infirmary, Oxford, would you?". Yes it was Private
Snooks. My brother wrote to say that he could not get away from me even in
Egypt. Apparently they had a pleasant evening together and then went their
separae ways and | never heard of Private Snooks again. He probably fought with
the Eighth Army at T obruk. | hope he survived the war.

By August and September the Beattle of Britain was in full swing and we started
admitting wounded armen. Many of the Dunkirk soldiers had been sent home on

compassionate leave | said farewd| to Hut D on September 15th and was sent to
the Md e Accident and Orthopaedic Ward on night duty.

R.D.C. IGNORES PIGS (February 1905)

TheRD.C. did well to ignore the complant respecting the keeping of pigs within a
certain distance of adweling housein Eynsham. It was proved that the pigsties were
in adean state and there can be no doubt whatever tha when the by-l avs were
made, they were intended to be used only when fifth regned supreme. If dl the by-
laws of dl the coundils in the kingdom were carried out to the strict letter life
would not be worth living. It isdl very wel to have these laws in hand, to put into
execution when circumstances require it, but not a the prompti ngs of some petty
spite. How many farm houses are there in the Rurd District within 80 feet of a
pigsty, doubtless hundreds, and yet no human being was ever injured by it.

An Eynsham-rd ated extract from Edwardian Witney 1901-1910 by Charles &
Joan Gott, Mill House Publications Withey 2002 (based on theWithey Gazette)
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FREDERICK GUY BROWNE (LEO BROWN) IN EYNSHAM

by John Gol by

In his atide on 'Mdodrama and Drama at Eynsham Station' (The Eynsham
Recor d Number 8 1991), Don Chapman recounted the events of the hold-up and
robbery a Eynsham Ralway Staion in the early hours of 5 December 1927. As
robberies go, it was afarly unsuccessful one Theintruders were unable to open
their man target, the staion safe, and they eventually made off with the
stationmaster's typewriter, a 120Ib case of tdbacco and severd parcds. Indeed, the
robbery would not merit much further space except for two factors. First, one of
the robbers knew Eynsham wel and had lived in the village for a number of years
before the outbresk of World War |, and, second, both robbers had been invol ved
in the shoating and murder of a policeman in Billericay, Essex, just nine weeks
before the Eynsham robbery.

The murder of a policeman a any time provokes the anger of the public and the
dose atention of the media and the murder of Constable Gutteridge of the Essex
Constabulary was no exception The arest, a couple of months after the Eynsham
robbery, and the subsequent trid and execution of the two men attracted enormous
atention not only in 1928. Since then the trid of Browne and Kennedy has been
the focus of atention of many jurigs and crime writers."

The two crimind s were Frederick Guy Browne, commonly known as Leo
Brown, and William Henry Kennedy. Browne was born in Ca ford, Essex in 1881.
His trade, so he damed, was that of an engineer. For awhile he lived in Eynsham
with his widowed mother and brother and ran a bicyde repair shop which a one
time was named Brown Brothers. Don Chapman, citing The Oxford Times of 4
May 1928, states that his stay in the village ended when 'he left Eynsham under
police escort in 1910." Knowing Brown's police record, this may wel have been
correct, but Browne was soon back in the village living & a nhumber of addresses
dthough his periods of residency were interspersed with fairly lengthy stays in a
number of His Mgesty's prisons. For dthough Brownes man business activity
was buying and sdling bi cydes, he was not averse to acquiring some of the cydes
illegdly, dtering their gppearance and then sdling them on to unsuspecting
purchasers.

Browne, in fact, possessed al engthy crimind record. In 1910 he had appeared a
Abingdon police court accused of carrying firearms. The following year, when
Kdlys Directory lists Leo Brown as a cycle repairer, with premises in the High
Street, Eynsham, he, together with Frank B etteridge, of St Clement's, Oxford
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(another cyde deder) was remanded in custody for steding an dectric cyde lamp
vadued & 8/6d from a bicyde left outside a house in the Iffley Road. Browne, by
thi s stage was a figure wdl -known to the locd police and perhgps it was not
surprising that wher ees Betteridge wasla er granted bail, Browne was not.

When the two men appeared a Oxford City police court on 14 November 1911,
Browne declared that stealing the lamp had "nothing to do with us. My brother
gave me that lamp about ten months ago.” He explaned his presence in the Iffi ey
Road on the night of the theft by saying tha he was trying to find a man named
Hunt, who, he had been told, had a motorbike for sde This statement was
strongly contested by one of the witnesses. But what redly seded Brownes fae
was that while on remand, aprison warder who had searched B rowne discovered a
loaded six-chamber revolver underneah his leggings. As a result both men
received a sentence of one month's hard | abour for stealing and a further two
month's hard Iabour for possession of a fi rearm.?

Browne could not have been out of prison for long before he was soon
appearing again before the judidary, this time at the Quarter Sessions in
Aylesbury in April 1912, to answer a charge of burglary of a shop inBletchley on the
night of 22 M arch. Apparently, some time in the previ ous months, Browne must
have fallen out with his brother, who had left Eynsham to manage a
fishmonger's shop in Bletchley. It was this shop that Browne was dleged to have
burgled on thenight of 22 March. Among theproperty stolen were a motorbike, some
dothing and nearly £9incash?

It did not take the police long to supect Browne of the crime. Incriminaing
evidence was provided by Erest Harris, the Eynsham carrier®, who told police
that Browne had asked him on the morning following the burglary to deliver a
motor bicyd e frame to a Mr Timms in Oxford. The frame was recovered from
Timms residence and the police then visited Brown€s premises in Eynsham
‘which consisted of two cottages, one in which he lived and the other used as a
workshop.' Browne refused the police access to his home and workshop until a
search warrant was produced. In the ensuing search various remaning pats of the
motor cyde were discovered. Browne was charged and taken to Oxford Police
Staion and from there he was transferred to Bletchley. It was while on this
journey that Browne was reported to have told his escort, 'l don't careif | get five
years, someone will have to pay for it. | do not think it wrong to rob anyone bett er off
than yoursdf. You were abit too quick for methis time, | made amigakeinsending
the frane to Timms. | shall know better next time and shd| have a motor-car
and get further away. | have had a very good run, and it won't work out much for
what | have done.'

16



The jury found Browne guilty and sentenced him to twdve month's hard
labour. But within weeks, or perhaps even days, of hisrd easse Browne was in
further trouble By this time he was residing at 62 Queen Street, with a young
man, Aubrey Martin, and his mother and sister and running his cycle business
from tha address.” On this occasion, it was alleged, Browne and Matin stole a
bicyd e outside a house in Botley Road on 26 March 1913. After changing the
whed's, repanting the frame and removing a mark distinguishing the bike (which was
the property of the Grest Western Raillway Company), Martinrode thebike to Witney
market -place to be auctioned. It was bought for 18/- by a bulder, Ernest T aylor, from
Kencott. Soon dter, as aresult of "information being received”, the poli ce col lected
the bicyd e from Taylor's house and Browne was arrested. An expert from the
company, which supplied bicydes to the G.W.R, visited the premises a Queen
Street and identified the lamp, handl ebars, brake fittings and the gear case as
bdonging to the golen bike. When confronted with this evidence Brown€s first
response was to deny any knowledge of the bi cyd e and mainta n that he was not
in Oxford on the night of the theft. Later on, after he had been charged, Browne,
whil e still denying that he had stolen the bike, did suggest to thepolice that 'if you
can get me bal | can tdl you who did, and who it ishaving your bicydes, for which |
get thecredit.®

At the hearing a Oxford City court on 22 April, it was dear tha Brown€s
reputation had gone before him. When the prosecutor stat ed that Martin had been in
Brownes employment for around three years, The Oxford Times reported that the
derk queried "That is, when Brown has been & home?" This observaion was
received with laughter in the courtroom.

Browne then handed in a statement pleading that Martin should not be detained
and, as for himself; "I hope you will Ie¢ me off as | have booked my passage
abroad." Martin was granted bail but, understandably, Browne was not.

It was deci ded that the case should go before a jury the following month & the
Oxford Easter Quarter Sessions. Browne conducted his own defence and pl eeded
not guilty. He d amed that a young man had come to the house in Queen Street
and pleaded with him to buy the bike as he needed the money urgently. Browne
was a first rductant but then agreed to put it up for auction the following day at
Witney. It was only later, he daimed, tha he discovered tha the bike was stolen.
As for his whereabouts on the night of the theft, Browne stated he was in Queen
Street, with Martin and his mother and sister. He had written to Mrs and Miss
Martin to come to court to give evidence on his behd f but Mrs Matin was an
invalid and her daughter worked in London and they were unableto attend. When
asked by the recorder the name of the man who sold him the bike, Browne
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refused to do so, and damed tha he did not cdl th's man asawitness because he did
not know where he lived, dthough "he might have been able to find him i f he had
been dlowed bal."’

The verdict of the jury was tha Martin, whose only role appeared to be tha of
taking the bike into Witney to be auctioned, was found innocent and discharged
and Browne, while found not guilty of steding, was found guilty of receving a
bike knowing it to be stolen. So Browne embaked upon another sentence of 12
month's hard labour. But tha was not the end of Browne's appearance & the
Quater Sessions. The next case to be tried was that of another Eynsham man,
Frank Rowland, aged 30, who dthough giving his occupation that of a butler, was
known to have worked for Browne a his cyde shop in Eynsham. Rowland was
indicted for steding a bi cycle outside a house in Wdlington Square, Oxford and then
sdling it on to agentleman living in Sunningwdl Road. Rowland strongly protested
his innocence and asked that Browne "who knew something about it" be cdled as a
witness. Browne admitted that it was he who sold the bike but for thefirst time, and
perhgps the only timein his career, he provided himsdf with a strong alibi. He
daimed that he had bought it from a Mr Sterling who had previously been
convicted for theft and who was now dead having committed suicide in his
prison cell. Partly as aresult of this evidence and after 1ong consideration by
the jury Rowland was found not guilty.

It was after his rd esse from prison in 1914 that Browne findly left Eynsham.
He went to work in London where he married a girl whom he had first met in
Eynsham in 1910. Briefly, the rest of his short career, which is well documented,’
consisted of numerous other scrgpes with the law. He was conscripted into the
amy in 1916 and served for a while with the Royad Engineers. But within a short
time he was in the courts agan and received a sentence of ten months and was
discharged from thearmy.

After his releasse he worked in a garage a Clgpham and then, in 1922, he
moved to Eastwood, near Southend. But it was not long before Browne was under
arest agan. By this time he had graduated from stealing and selling bikes to
steding, altering, and making illegd insurance clams on allegedly stolen cars.
For these crimes Browne ended up in the Centrd Criminal Court and was
sentenced to four year's pend servitude Thefirst part of his sentence was served in
Parkhurst but he proved aviolent prisoner and & one stage he spent 57 days on bread
and water as he refused to undertake the "hard labour” pat of his sentence. As a
result he was transferred to Dartmoor prison and it was there that he first met
Kennedy, a man who dso had a long crimind record involving indecent
exposure, theft and housebreaking. T hey agreed on rd ease that they would work
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together in London. Browne opened a smdl garage @ Clgpham Junction ealy in
1927 and it was then tha they both embarked on a series of almost weekly
robberies manly a ralway stations (Tooting in October, Eynsham and Boron in
Hampshire in December) and the theft of cars, mostly inthe Essex area. It was onone
of these outings, after they had stolen a car in Billericay, tha they were
stopped by Corstable Gutteridge. According to the testimory later provided by
Kennedy, it was Browne who drew a revol ver and shot the policeman and then
shot him againin each eye while helay wounded in theroad.

The hunt for the killers of Constable Gutteridge went on throughout the autumn of
1927 and it was only when a spent cartridge found in a car stolen by the pair mat ched
that from the revolver which shot the Constable, were Browne and Kennedy
arested. Kennedy, very soon after his arrest in an attempt to exonerate himsdf, made
a statement claming that athough he was with Browne on tha paticular night, the
murder of the policeman was entirdy the work of Browne.

Although throughout their trid Browne declared his innocence, da ming that he
was a& homeon the night i n question, a dlaim tha was supported by his wife and
landlady, both men were found guilty and on the morning of 31 May Browne was
executed a Pentonville Prison while Kennedy undewent the same fate a
Wandsworth Prison.

Frederick Guy Browne (alias Leo Brown) of Eynsham and his
waxwork, which was on display with that of Kennedy in Madame
Tussauds' Chamber of Horrors from 1928 to 1965.
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There isno doubt that Browne was a habitud criminal. Neverthd ess, many
jurists have expressed concern a the way in which the trid a the Old Baley was
conducted, especidly in rdaion to the prosecution of Browne First and foremost,
there is criticism of the judge who dlowed Kennedy's confession, in which he
placed all the blame on Browne, to be read to thejury. Secondy, that the two men
were not permitted to be tried separatdy and, thirdly, that the extensive coverage
by the media before the trial made the defence of the men extremely diffi cult.
Indeed, as the years have passed there have been a number of doubts about the
justness of the verdicts and on the present-day Essex Police website it questions
whether Browne was guilty of the murder as "subsequent researches have
suggested that K ennedy may have infact acted d one.™
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THE REVD WILLIAM SIMCOXBRICKNELL
by Lilian Wright

The report of his death and a ful some obituary in Jackson's Oxford Journal may
be a strange introduction to a brief biographicd article on this forceful and
controversid character. They seem to have been written by someone who knew
himwdl, and form abasis for further investigation.

Jackson's Oxford Journd 26 May 1888
Degth of Rev.W.S.Brickndl.

On Monday lag [May 2lst] dter a few days severe illness, the Rev.W.SBrickndl
MA of Worcester College, City Lecturer and Vicar of Eynsham died at the
Vicarage @ the advanced age of 82. He was the son of an old citizen Mr.
Alderman T. Fax Brickndl, who fill ed the office of Mayor in 1804 and 1818. He was
gopointed City Lecturer in 1843, Vicar of Eynsham in 1845 and made a
County Magistrate in 1847.

The Reverend Gentleman was in early life a grest contributor to the theologicd
discussions which occupied the minds of Oxford men ha f a century ago. His first
publicaion was a letter to Philip Pusey Esq on the grievances of Church Rates,
published in 1837 when he was acting as Cura e of Grove, near Wantage. In the
same year he published a work to his parishioners on their duty to the Church in
the present crisis.

In 1841 the candidature of the Rev. Isaac Williams for the Professor of Poetry
brought from him two Ietters to the Rev.E.B.Pusey entitled "Is there not a Cause?"
and "Horae Canonicae [Canonicd hours], the Liturgy as it is, or the Liturgy as it
was', and another in answer to the Rev. John Keble on "Resignaion and lay
Communion”. In 1841 the "Tracts for the Times" brought out a pamphlet on
"Auricular Confession”, another on an atempt to ducidate the theology of the
Rev.lssec Williams from numbers 91 and 86 of the origina series; and a third on
Tract 90 and Wad's "Ided of a Christian Church”. Thisreached a 5th edition.
His greatest work was "The Judgement of the bishops on the T ractarian
Theology". In 1850 he published a letter to the bishop of Exeter on the
"Charitable Hypothesis' in reply to his Lordship's letter to the Archbishop of
Canterbury.

And as those who atack others generdly lay themsdves open to atack, we find
him in dispute about the parish of Grove, which he continued to hold with
Eynsham. In 1857 heprinted "An &ffidavit in thematter of an enquiry touching
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the arears in stipend damed to be due from him as Perpetud Curae of Grove to the
Rev. James Stewart Gordon Crammer, the licensed stipendiary of Grove", and a
letter to the Bishop of Oxford in reference to the complaint made against the
Vicar of Eynsham that the Services in the Parish Church were hdd at unusual
hours, conducted in a hurried manner etc., and lastly, a reply to the Bishop of
Oxford's answer to the aove complaint in 1858. In his laer yeas he has been
engaged in the compilaion of a new hymnal which isin type awvaiting
publication. He is dmost the last survivor of those engaged in those unhappy
theologicd controversies which embittered the lives of so many good men, and
impeded thework of the Church anong themasses of the people

His remains were deposited in Eynsham Churchyard on Friday, but we defer an
account of hisfunerd until next week.

Jackson's Oxford Journal 2 June 1888
Funerd of the Rev. William Simcox Bricknell.

On Friday senn'ight [last week], soon after mid-day, the remains of the above well-
known and respected clergyman were deposited in a vault d ose to the Church
of Eynsham where he had long offici ated.

The Burid Service was read by the Rev.C.J.H.Fletcher, brother City Lecturer
and Rector of Carfax, in which Church the deceased had worshipped and
ministered for more than 70 years. There are citizens dive who wd | remember
him as a boy accompanying his father, Alderman Brickndl to the old Church
during his Mayoralty in 1818, the year before the present Carfax Church was
built, and he was one of the few survivors whowere present a theopening of the new
edifice

The funeral was an entirdy, united, parochid one. It was atended by the whole of
the school children of Eynsham, the members of the two Benefit Sodieties
wearing the emblems of mourning on their officid wands, and by a very large
assembl age of his parishioners and neighbours, and we fail ed to observe one
house that showed not some token of respect felt by the inmates [sic] of their
depated Minister.

Beautiful wreaths were placed on the coffin by his bereaved and loving widow
and other members of thefamily; from Dr Smadlhorn, his medicd attendant, the
Eynsham Ralway Officid s, the servants of the Vicarage and other friends. Chief
mour ners were his son the Rev.R.Nash Brickndl, Vicar of Salford, and his
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grandson the Rev.W.Nash Bricknel of Lincoln College The Church was densdy
filled with a sympahising congregation who joined in singing the hymn 'Rock of
Ages. Theorganist played "TheDead March" in Saul.

His death breaks the honourable connection for more than a century of the
name of Brickndl| with our civic annds as we find his faher took part in
Municipd afairs, became a subscriber to the Blue Coat Boys School in 1789 and
was three times d ected Chief Magistrate of the City, 1808, 1818 and 1828. He
was chosen Alderman in 1813.

Mr. Alderman Brickndl built the large mansion, Littlegate House, standing in
its own grounds and extensive gardens, along wha was then the clear Mill
Stream, and surrounded by plessant meadows. It was aterwards occupied by
Mrs.Eykyn and Mr. Josiah Nutt the schoolmaster. Thepoet could thus spesk of it

"A place there is, where silver waters flow
Ascystd clear, the bottom d ear below,
A stream producd ng neither mud nor weeds,
Nor ary rushes, nor the spiky reeds"

On or near its banks was . Thomas House, residence of the City Member,
Paradi se House, Littlegate House and Bishop King's Pdace in St. Aldates. The
site of Littlegate House is now covered with cottage property of St. Ebbes and
Holy Trinity, and the Till Mill Sream is a covered drain or stopped up. It is a
singular coincidence that in early [sic] Saxon times the Church of St. Ebbes and 2
mills on the Trill Mill Stream and meadows were given to Eynsham Abbey and
tha after nearly a thousand years its late Minister should have been born on ths
property and so again have connected the two paradi ses together.

The lae Warden of Wadham, Dr. Symons, for many years a City L ecturer
prided himsdf on having the appreciaion of 'rising genius and two of those
earlier to come under his influence were Cardind Newman and Mr. Brickndl. His
aged widow has the consolaion of knowing how heatily his labours are now
gopreciated as she must have felt for many years past that hisl aorious devotion to
his parochial ministries and firm adherence (sometimes thought more than
firm) to wha he consc entiowsly bdieved to be the path of duty, richly deserved it.
The new hymna now awai ting publication will be vaued by many as a monument of
an earnest Minister and we are told is likdy to become popular for its own merits.

Funerd arangementsby Mr. Badcock of Queen Stredt.

26



William Smcox Bricknell,

Vicar of Eynsham 1845-88.

(Photograph courtesy of Oxford-
shire Record Office)

Thegraves of Revd. W.SBricknell
andhiswife Elizabeth

(née Skillicorne) - right;

and of his grandson, W.N. Bricknell
Vicar of Eynsham 1893-1928,
and his secondwife Amy

(nee Smallhorn), daughter of the
village doctor -I€ft- in & Leonards
churchyad.
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The father of William Simcox Brickndl was Thomas Fox Brickndl who was
born at Evenlode in Gloucestershire, the fifth of the nine children of William
Brickndl and Mary (nee Bawell) who had married in 1757. Thomas was baptised in
1762. On 30 August 1804, by which time he had built Littlegate House and was
Mayor of Oxford, he maried Sarah Simcox at St Ebbes. We do not know how
they met. He was 42; his bride was 21. Thewitnesses were William and Jane
Brickndl, brother and sister of Thomas.

William Simcox Brickndl's mother, Sarah, was born in 1783, daughter of
Thomas Green Smocox of Haborne Staffordshire, who inherited from his unde,
Thomas Green, a nail-maker and P who bought the Manor of Harborne and built
Harborne House. Sarah isin the 1851 Census for Eynsham, a widow of 68, living
with her son William Smcox Brickndl a the Vicaage She had a brother, the
Rev.Thomas Green Simcox who lived a Harborne House until his desth in 1877.
(From 1911 thiswas the residence of the Bishops of Birmingham). He became one of
thePatrons of the Eynsham Living.

William Simcox Brickndl was Thomas and Sarah's first child, born at
Littlegate House Oxford and baptised a St.Ebbes on 19 March 1806. (His
brother George Simcox Yeates Brickndl was baptised in the same church on 19
June 1807). He went to Worcester College, matriculating in 1822, and gaining his
degreein 1826, a the age of 20. At thet timethere were no Thedogicd Colleges and
he could not take an ecdesiastical appointment until he was 25. We have no record
of what he did during thoseyears but by 1833 he was & Grove near Wantage
Thedivil parish of Grove was created in 1835. T he parishwas required to supply its
own church and graveyard. T he Provost of Worcester at thistime, Dr Richard Lynch
Cotton was said to have been instrumentd in having one built, and this gppea’s as
the first of severd M emorandaat the beginning of the Grove Registers.

"TheChurch of St. James inthisparishwas consecrated August the14th 1832, and
theBurid Ground attached to the same August the 2Ist 1833 by the Lord Bishop of
Sdidury."

Another Memorandum is in Brickndl'shand

"TheRevd. W.Smcox Bricknell MA was licensed to the Perpetud living of
Grove, by Richard, Lord Bishop of Oxford onthe 17th day of December 1836 and
reed himsdf into the same having made thenecessary ded aration during the timeof
Divine Service on the Sunday following.

James Mak and Henry Church, Churchwardens

TheArchdesconry of Berkshire whi ch previously formed pat of the Diocese of
Sdisbury was annexed and united to the Diocese of Oxford"
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Yé& another Memorandum gives adescription of the new church and states that a
grant was obtained from the "Incorporaed Society for Promoting the
Enlargement, Building and Repai ring of Churches and Chgpdl s*

Bill Fuller inPart 3 of hiswork An Artist's Wak through Old Growve says that there
were at lesst three former churches in the vid nity of the Village Green and two
vicarages have existed before the present one Bricknell's church was
demolished in 1900.

On 16 July 1833 William Smcox Brickndl of Grove maried Elizabeth Nash
Skillicorne a Sd ford near Chipping Norton. The witnesses to this mariage were
William Nash Skillicorne, Anna M. Skillicorne (her brother and sister), G.S.Y.
Bricknd! (his brother) and John Tdbot Rice The officiaing dergyman was
Edward Rice, Dean of Gloucester. Perhgps her faher who was Rector of Sdford
wanted to perform his traditiond role, but he may have been ill; he died in the
following year & the early age of 56. The Brickndl family knew the Skillicorne
and Nash families. Elizabeth's aunt, Elizabeth Nash, had married another William
Brickndl in 1814 These family connections were discussed in The Eynsham Record
no.6"An Oxfordshire Clericd Family".

It was from this time, after he and his wife had settled & Grove and he had
begun his ministry in a newly-formed parish, that he stated his publications in
support of the Evangdicals and against TheOxford Movement. Thetitles of some of
these are gvenin his obituary naice

On the 5th of November 1838 a son was born to William and Elizabeth at
Cheltenham. It would seem that Elizabeth had gone to stay in the more
comfortabl e surroundings of her family, probably with her sister Anna Maria
This baby was baptised at Grove almost six months laer and the entry in the
register presents something of amystery.

1839 23 April BRICKNELL Michad Nash son of William Smcox, Incumbent of
Grove and Hizabeth Nash, born & Chdtenham 5 Novembe 1838. Godparents:
Revd. the Warden of ----- College, Revd. the Provost of ---—-- College, A.M.
Skillicorne.

| have not seen the original entry, only a transcription, but | would have
expected Brickndl to make thisentry himsdf. And yet, in dl subsequent records, this
their only son is known as Richard Nash Brickndl, and why were the names of the
Colleges of the two Godfathers not written? Of the Colleges of the time, All Souls,
Merton, New and Wadham had Wadens; and Oriel, The Queen's and
Worcester had Provosts. W orcester was Bricknell's Col lege and he (and
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Newman!) had much impressed the then Warden of Wadham, a fdlow City
Lecturer. The Godmother isprobably the baby'saunt, Anna Maria Skillicorne.

In 1845 the Rev. Thomas Symonds died a& Eynsham and Bricknell was
gopointed Vicar. (The Patrons of the Living were now Elizabeth's brother,
William Nash Skillicorne and the Rev. Thomas Green Simcox, Bricknell's
unde). In 1843 he had been gppointed a City Lecturer a St. Martin's Church a
Cafax (now demolished, except for the tower), which gave him a centra pulpit to
expound his views. He would have been a much more influentid figure preaching to
an Oxford congregation at St. Martin's than to thevillagers a Eynsham so it is not
redly surprising to learn that herushed his services in Eynsham in order to get to
Oxford. In his younger days he may have gone on horseback, laer perhaps in a
cariage, and inhislast years by train.

When he came to Eynsham he still reaned the Perpetud Curacy & Grove by
saying that he lived a the Vicarage there for four morths of the year. He was
responsi ble for paying the Curate a Grove, but proposed to keep some of the
money himsdf until the Bishop objected. Samued Wilberforce had become Bishop of
Oxford in the same year as Brickndl came to Eynsham. He was a reforming bishop
and made it hisbusinessto look into dl aspects of parish life He had frequent
clashes with Bricknd | as can be seen from the Bishop's Letter Books and reports in
the Press, some of whi ch have been noted in The Eynsham Record. | think that by
1862 the bishop was redising tha he couldn't win, for this is a letter he wrote to
Brickndl in August tha year "l think the writer of the enclosed letter would be a
very useful man at Grove and that he might probably take it till something
d se offered and so be ready to make way for your son. He is an Evangdicd
cdergyman."

The son, Richard, is induded in the 1861 Census for Eynsham, aged 22 and
described as unmarried and a theologi cd student. Hisfirst curacy was a Kendal in
Westmoreland, but he took over & Grove in 1864 and was later Rector of
Sd ford where his grandfather had been Rector. He died in 1890, aged 52, only
two years after his father, and not having completed his degree. | had not redised
before that Brickndl had 'founded' the church a Grove and so wished to control
its devd opment for as long as possible. Perhgps he thought in 1838 when his son was
born that he would 'inherit’ Grove.

More will bediscovered and written about Brickndl's time in Eynsham, but | hope
this article will give some idea of his background and the influence of events of
the timeon his character. He came from a wedthy family, as did his wife, but he
was known tobe "careful " with his money and not abov e depriving others. But
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what other influences? - asickly son? his widowed mother, Sarah. livingwith him a
theVi carage while he was still in his forties? T here is still scope for further research.

Sources (seinside frornt cover for abbreviations)

Jackson's Oxford Journal May 26 and June 2 1888

PaishRegigasfor . Ebbes Oxbrd; Sdford, Oxfordshire; and Grove, near
Wantage V.C.H. Wawickshire vol. 7

Census Returns for Eynsham 1851 and 1861

Internati onal Genedog cal Index: G oucesershire, Oxfordshire &
Sdfordshire Fuller, Bill. An Artist'sWalkthrough Old Grove

ER. no.6, 1989

Wil berforce Letter Book 1843-68. Ed RK.Pugh Oxfbrdshire Record Sod ety,
vol.Xvii, 1970

Acknowl edgements
Tothe steff a the Centre for Oxfordshire Studies, Oxford, especidly Heen Drury.
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"TO THE USE AND BEHOOF OF ..."
A conveyance of 1832
by Brian Atkins

When EK.Chambers wrot e hisbook Eynsham under the Monks in 1936 his home
was 'Hythecroft' the site of atannery in medievd and later times, a the end of
Tamers Lane. On pages 87-88 Chambers gives a history of the property, citing
among ot hers, the Hythecroft title deeds. Presumably these are now in the hands
of the present owners, and | have not seen these, other than one splendid
conveyance of 1832 which has been acquired by Dr Jonahan Ferier of 'The
Gables.This has been framed (24" x 17") and carries the full text with all the
legalistic jargon current at the time transcribed below, following some
explanaory notes.

T he convey ance ded's much withthe Day family. There were Days in Eynsham as
early as 1560, and "on 16 August 1713 Thomas Day, tanner, bought from
William Quartermaine of Eynsham two pieces of ground known as the Nursery
and the Lime Pits". Soon after, on 14 September of the same year Thomas married
Frances Folle in St Leonard's, and on 15 July 1716 their son Thomas was
bapti sed. This is the first T homas to be mentioned in the conveyance In due
course this Thomas and his wife Ca herine had sons Thomeas, baptised 9 March
1760 and Robert, baptised 22 November 1761. The dder son died in 1811,
goparently childess and his "Brother and Her a Law" Robert inherited. Robert
himsd f died in 1831 and the property passed to Ann Day. Sheisnoted on the
back of the document as Miss Ann Day, so she was not Robert's wife, but probably
his daughter (She may have been a Mary Anne Day who died in 1871 aged 63 so
born about 1808). In any event Miss Ann Day, who had inherited a not
inconsiderable property in 1831, dealy did not want it, and sold it to Samud
Druce for £1120in thenext year.

[Thepreambl €]

Manor of Newlandin theParish of Ensham in the County of Oxford.

The Court Baron of the Honorable Thomas Parker Lord of the Manor hdd in
order for thesaid Manor on Friday the Ninth day of November One T housand
Eight Hundred and thirty five Before George Dav enport Gentleman Steward of
thesad Manor.
Homage sworn by William Brain, John Burden, Emanud Jarvis

Itis thus enrolled [in ad fferent hand]

32



At this Court came Ann Day one of the Customary Tenants of this Manor (by
James Swann of Ensham aforesaid Gentleman her Attorney lawful ly authorised by
virtue of a Power of Attorney under the Hand and Sed of the sad Ann Day for
that purpose bearing daethefirst day of August last past) and in open Court in
the, presence of the Homage aforesaid in consideration of the sum of One
Thousand One Hundred and Twenty pounds to thesad Ann Day paid by Samud
Druce of Ensham in the County of Oxford Gentleman as the full consideration for
the purchase of the Hereditaments after mentioned did surrender by the Rod i nto
the Hands of the Lord of the said Manor by the Hands and acceptance of his sad
Sewad according to the Custom thereof All that Capitd M essuage or Tenement
latdy erected and built on the site of One Catage within the said Manor with the
Tan Yad Orchard and Garden thereunto be onging he d by the yearly rent of
three shillings and one penny formerly in the possessi on of Thomas Day (Feather
of Robert Day) and |l ae of the said Robert Day Together with dl Houses
Outhouses Edifices Buildings Bans Stables Orchards Gardens Courts Y ards
Ways Timber and other Trees advantages and A ppurtenances whatsoever to the
same belonging or gppertaining or reputed or known as part thereof Also dl that
pla or piece of Land containing two Acres and twenty six perches situate in the
North field of Ensham aforesa d bei ng an Allotment awarded on the ind osure of
the Parish of Ensham aforesad in lieu of the Commons belonging to the said
Catage Bounded on the North East by an Allotment of the President and Scholars
of Corpus Christi College in Oxford and Thomas Wilsden their L essee on the
Sauth East by an Allotment late of the said Thomas Day and Robert Day awarded
to them inlieu of Freehold on the South West by an Allotment lat e of James Lord
the Elder awarded to himin lieu of Copyhold late of William Castdl And on the
South West by an Allotment late of the said Thomas Day and Robert Day awarded
tothemin lieu of Copyhold lae of William Bran (to which premisesthe sad
Robert Day was admitted Tenant as Brother and Heir a& Lav of Thomas Day at
the Court Baron held in and for the sad Manor on the twenty ninth day of
January One Thousand Eight Hundred and Thirteen) To the use and behoof of
the said Samud Druce and his Heirs for ever by the rents customs duti es and
services therefore due and of right accustomed And the said Samud Druce being
present here in Court prayed to be admitted Tenant to the sad Premises To whom
theLord of the said Manor by hissad Steward granted seizin thereof by the Rod

Tohave and to hold the Premises aforesad with the Appurtenances unto the sad
Samuel Druce and his Heirs forever a the will of the Lord according to the
custom of thesad Manor by and under the rents customs duties and servi ces
therefore due and of right accustomed to be paid done and performed and the said
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Samud Druce hath given tothe said Lord afine for such hisadmittance and is
admitted T enant accordingly and hath sworn hisfi ddity.

Examined Geo Davenport Steward of the said Manor

Therev erse of the convey ance carri es avery brief summary by George Davenport
a&s follows
Dated 9th November 1832

Miss Ann Day to Mr Samud Druce. Surrender of a Capitd Messuage, Tan Yad
and premises inthe Manor of Newland, and Mr Druce s admission.

Sources (seeindde front cover for abbreviations)

Thecorveyance it with tharks to Jonethen Ferier far drawing ittomy atertion and
loaning it for atranscription to be teken.

Chambers, 1936, pp.87-88

Eynsham Parish Records

TheManumentd Insaiptionsat S Leonards Church recorded by the Oxfordshire Family
History Society



THEMYSTERY OF MARTHA JENKINS

by Pamea Richards

It was while Ted Whdan was hdping me with the Junior History Group that he
was shown some extracts from an account book by Hilda Cornish whose fa her,
Mr Franklin, used to farm at Swinford. When we first looked at the extrads we
thowght they were from thefarmer's wifés acoount ook but after Teds death Mrs
Cornish lent me thewhole book and it oon became clear that this was not the
case Mrs Cornish kelieved it to belong tothehousekeeper & Sninfordfambut | do
not think thisistrue either.

Miss Jernkins herself gives an introduction to her account book, which at one
time seems to have belonged to anothe member of her family, one Thomas
J.F.Jerkins. On a page towards the back of thebook iswritten

"Under the WIII of my late uncle John Jenkins| receive the sum of £40 per
annum paid quarterly May, August, November, February, due firgt of each of
these months paid into Coutts and added to my account there. This annuity paid
also into Coutts after the fifth January, April, July, October, viz. £25.8s4d paid
after the fifth of the above named months (quarterly) £6.7s1d Also £15. per
annum under the Wl of the late John Jenkinspaid half yearly into Coutts June &
December. Theelast two annuities al ceae at my death. Thislad is not duty free
thetwo former are" (Fig.1)

Thefird thing thet took my notice was that she was banking at Couts Even &
that time this was quite an up-market bank. Then as | looked closer a her
expenditure | felt convinced tha Miss Jenkins was no housekeeper. Nicholas
Mayhew of the Ashmolean Coin Room felt my doubts were justified when he
helped mework out theapproximate comparaive values of her money.

With annuities of £86.15s5d (in rough figures alout £4,830 today) he average
expendture was alou £68 (albou £4080). However, thiswas not a young lady and
over 1906/7 she was obliged to spend £158.4s0d. (over £9,000) for medical
atendance and periodsin . John's Hospital, the Blackheath Home and Duchess
House, which all seem tohavebeen in London.

The acoount book gtarts in 1899 and finishes in 1920. The last few yeas
sugged that her health was failing. Her expenditure gives a very good picture of
he interests, her health, her clothes andwhat she liked to eat and drink.

Sedid alot of travdling by ral around Oxford, towardsL oncon andthe area of
East Gringtead, andtripsto Banbury, Bright onand Birmingham. She seemsto
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travd in somecomfort. T hereare paymentsfor her box, to theportesandto
servantsat the venues where she stays. She alo mentionstram fares. | believe
mog of the tram rides were in Oxford or London. She records a trip on the
steamer to Oxford and back, and ajourney by omnibus to Norwood.

She dlso had an interest in culture. There are trips to the Roya Academy
between 1903 end 1908 and to Blenheim. She dbesnt appear to read a gred deal.
There are few purchases of books but this may have been because her ey esight was
not good. She is frequently having her spectacles seen to. | noticed several
paymentsto Batemans the optidans, in 1899. Thefirm garted in Reading and
today has ashop nextto Boswells in the Cornmarke in Oxford.

In theyears from 1899101905 there are entriesfor the theare and for concerts
She vidts vaious exhibitions and flower shows She obvioudy enjoyed flowers as
can be seen by the purchase of cut flowers throughout the account book.

She scemed to have been agreat letter writer, although sadly, thereis no
indication to whom the correspondence was addressad. T here are many entries for
stamps notepaper, cards and envel opes. On May 29th 1899 shepays 1s.3dfor a
registered letter and samps Envelopescog 2d in 1900 bu thereis no indcation
how many she purchased.

It is al the eraof thetdegram. She dso bowght quitealot of postal orders. On
Jdy 24th 1913 she bought nibs and pendls for 4s. ¥2d. She was gtill buying $amps
and envelopesin her last entriesin 1919.

Clothes and maerials are interesting entries. In Septamber 1899 she bought
and had made up dess maerid for thecost of £4.4s. 1d. In thesame monthshe
bought net for a'fdl' (1s4d). Thiswas ane, which wasworn on a ha or bonne,
which fdl down in front of theface. She dso bought shoes & 3s6d and bootsand
glovesat 5s.5d.

Thenumber of entriesfor the purchase of glovesis surprising. 1n 1899 there
are no lessthan $x and in January 1900 it startsagain. Thereis noindicaion
what the gloves were made off. However, throughout the book thereis an
intereging collection of various maerials. Lace, slk, tulle, chiffon sk, velvet,
calico, flannd, mudin, burnt silk, alpaca, j& net, gimp (atype of dlk), serge,
jersey, satin, flannelette, sateen, broche slk, and jap, Holland, bouche lace;
guipure nansook, tusor, delaine, hessian and fur, together with all sorts of
trimming and frilling and ribbons and braids. She also bought 'osprey 5/ and
other curledfeahers Doesthissugges tha sheweas at onetimeamilling?
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T here is little mention of other ornamentaion but in 1903 Miss Jenkins
purchases a chadane Thiswas an ornamentad appendage worn by ladies a ther
waist and was supposed to represent a bunch of keys. It consisted of a number of
short chains attached to a spindle or bet or bag. Chadanes came back into
fashion in 1883 and were often used as abag to cary scisors etc. for use with
sewing. Thisdl points toalady who sewed but what she sewed is gill amystery.

There are severd purchases of a 'cross-over', which seems to be an item of
cdothing worn by elderly ladies to keep their chests warm. She buys vests and
bodice slips She has her nightdresses made and towards the end of her life her dress-
making has become less expensive. The materid costs 10s11 ¥2d and the making of
itis 4s.6d. She dso from timeto time has a skirt turned. She shopped a Elligon &
Cavdl, a store once familiar to Ox ford shoppers.

She did not omit charitable giving. There are regular entries of 'church’, usudly
1s., for the collection one assumes. In 1899 she contri butes 3s.6d. to the 'W a
Fund' (the Boer War) as well as paying her annud subscription tothe R.S.P.C.A. of
5s.1d. (about £15). This continued until 1905. She frequently gave to
missionary organisations. It was dso her habit to give a 'Christmas box' to the
postmen. In 1913 she seems to have become interested i n the Church Army and
was a regular purchaser of their Gazette. Similar to the Sdvation Army this
voluntary Anglican organisation of lay workers was founded in 1882 by Wilson
Calile (1847-1942) and was given to socdd and mord wedfare particulaly for
fighting troops, providing 'tea and sympahy'. Its headquarters were in Blackhesth and
it is speculaiveto think tha Miss Jenkins may have taken notice of the organisation
while she was staying in Blackheath. She dso gave 1s. to the Bdgian Fund, which
was collected in Oxford in November 1914,

This does not seem like the life of a housekegper and dl through her accounts
she is paying quite a high rent for her accommodation. In 1899 she is paying
9s3d. a week and this seems to be varied by moving around. In 1900 she records
'May 26th Rooms and Washing 10/5d. Her washing bill vari es 9 thismust depend, as
one would expect, on the amount of washing done, butit isa regular item.

Practicdly thelast entry in her book is'November 27th 1919. Miss Jenkins to Mrs
Burgin £1.7s 6d for rent, board & fires'.

Her food purchases represent afairly balanced diet but one may detect a sweet
tooth and dthough not a spendthrift she did enjoy good qudity food, making a
number of purchases at Grimbly Hughes, a wd I-known Oxford grocery store of
thepast.
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Two other groups of expenditure are that on dcohol and that on medicines. Her
main tipples were Gin, Brandy and Whisky. Wine and Port dso feature in her list of
purchases over the years. In 1902 she spent £2.13s.0d. £159) on & cohol and in 1918

she spent £13.5s.7d. (£795).

As for medicine, she refers to the Eynsham chemist Howe's hills in 1899 and
1900, and pays Dr. Smdlhorn, the Eynsham doctor, £1.2s..2/4d. in January 1901 This
seems to be a period when she was staying in Eynsham. In June 1899 she makes a
journey to Eynsham for 2s3d. and pays Eynsham savants 11s.6d. As for her hedth
problems it would seem from her purchases of Lithiaand Tamar Indian that she had
gout as these were both used for cases of this problem. In August 1901 she
bought Lithia and cocai ne for 1/6d, cocaine being used as a pan-killer a this ime
Other problems were dedt with by the use of Zam Buc, an embrocetion, cascara and
serum There are many visits to doctors and dentists

But who was this lady? She was gpparently cultured but & times her addition
and spdling are wayward. It seems that the book illustrates the find twenty-one years
of her life and | beieve tha she is Miss Matha Matilda Jenking who when she
opened an account at Coutts in 1897 was living in Wisboro' Green,
Billinghurst, Sussex and who died on 7th December 1921 and whose desth was
registered in Witney recording her age as 91. Probae was granted on 2nd January
1922 being sworn a £243 (about £14,500 in today's money). | beieve that she was
probably a distant rdative of the Franklin who were faaming & Swinford, this
concdusion beng supported by Hilda Cornidh's recollection of some documents she
remembers sesing.

Whoever shewas | thank her for providing an insight into thelife of a lady
living & the beginning of the 20th century.

Acknowledgement:
Tracey Earl, Archivist, Coutts & Co. London.
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SWINFORD PUMPING STATION, 1934
by Brian Atkins

The prolonged drought last summer reduced water leves in the Farmoor reservoir to
the point where permission was sought to extract an extra supply from the
river. But seventy years ago it was the needs of a growing population and
demands for greater purity that led to the construction, by the City of Oxford
Waterworks, of the Swinford Pumping Station .

This was inaugurated by Lord Desborough on Thursday, 28 June 1934, and an
acoount of the project is given in a booklet of 27 pages (anonymously written),
published by the company to accompany the opening.

Thefirst part recapitul ates the complicat ed history of Oxford' swater supplies from
the early 17th century involving, in turn, collection and storage a Hinksey with pipes
to thedity centre, conduits and fountains (1615); extraction from the Thames near
Folly Bridge and distribution to the principal stregs of the city (1694); the
Hinksey Pumping Station, involving an exchange of land in Eynsham (ca 1855);
Headington Hill Reservoir (1878) and a supply area enlarged to indude South
Hinksey, Cowley, Headington, Iffley, Wolvercote and Littlemore; a new inlet
pipe from the river dbove King's Weir to Lake Street thence to Hinksey (1885)

Between 1909 and 1933 the total quantity of water pumped a Hinksey
incressed from 625 to 1,065 million gdlons per year, and once again demand was

outstripping supply.

A report to the Coundil by the City Engineer gave it as "his ddiberate opinion
that ... provision should be made for: (8) a supply of water far in excess of that
avalable under the present system (b) proper filtering and storage cgpacity to ded
with the new water obta ned (c) increased engine and pumping power (d) new
rising man or mans (e) increased high leve storage’. The Council adopted this
resolution subject to independent corroboration. The firm of Sir Alex Binnie, Son &
Deacon, Chartered Surveyors in London, concurred and were gppointed to work with
the City Engineer by an Act of Parliament of 1928.

Thedesign and construction of the new worksa Swinford took six years and were
opened in 1934.

The project involved extracting water from the Thames just upstream from the
toll-bridge to be screened (removd of coarse mater) and then to a 'rav' water
chamber inthe basement of the engine house (the largest building on thesite).
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From there it was lifted by low level pumps to be mixed with atiny amount of a
sol ution of aluminium sulphate which would aid the coagulation, precipitetion
and filtration processes and thence to the precipitation tanks where a complicated
system of baffl es retarded the flow in order to deposit the bulk of the impuritieson
the bottom of the tanks.

Thetop water was then drawn off to thefilters - consisting of carefully graded
layers of filtering media, mainly quartz sand - in the next building. This pure
water was then returned to an upper chamber in the engine house to be
chlorinated and now "pure and wholesome' pumped through a 22" rising man to
the Beacon Hill Servi ce Reservair.

Since this can't be seen, being roofed over, it deserves some detail ed
description. Occupying an area of 1.85 acres on the hill it has a cgpacity of 10
million gdlons. It is 363 feet 1ong, 222 feet wide and 25 feet deep. A series of
columns support arches which support the roof. T his massive structure is of
concrete thefloor and wdlsin contact with the water being lined with asphdt.
From Beacon Hill the weter is fed by gravity under the city to the (then) new
Headington Service Reservoir.

The various buildings & Swinford are extremdy handsome as can be seen in
photographs in the 1934 booklet. They were grouped symmetrically on an
east-west axis and built with sand-faced bricks of arich brown shade with
reconstructed Clipsham stone dressings. Handmade fl a tiles were chosen for the
roof.
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Thetotd cod of all these new workswas £225,780 of which those & Swinford
and Beacon Hill, involving four different contractors, was £160,000.

Clearly these new workswere capalde of deding with the current damand but it
was confidently predicted that they could cate for the expanding needs of the
20th century, a prediction which proved way off themark. Within 20 yearsor so
plans were being drawn up for a mgor new project at Farmoor, and in 1962 the
firg dvil engineering contractswere placed for thereservoir complex there to be
inaugurated on 29 September 1977.

Wha efect did this have on the Swinford plant?Firdly the river water was
now not to be extradted near thetoll-bridge directly to Sminford but from Pinkhill
and into the Farmoor resarvoir. Sme of this'dirty water is then fed to Swinford
for treatment. Additional water is purified at Farmoor and transferred via a
separde pipe to Swinford - al to be pumped to Beacon Hill for onward
didribution. (I'm told that ‘our' stretch of the river supplies water to plecesasfa
afield as Svindon!).

Thework aurrently in progess & Swinford largdy invalves theingallation of
more modern purification systemsthan those available in the 1930s.

Asan intereging footnote thefirm of Sr Alex Binnie, Son & Deacon, the
engineers involved in the 1930s, after some name changes, became M essrs.Binnie
& Patners, theconsulting engineers who desgned and supervised the Farmoor
projectin the1970s.

Sour ces
Inaugurati on of the Swinford Pumping Station, T hursday, 28 June 1934, published by City
of Oxford Waterworks (booklet kindly loaned by Dr Bryan Hyde)
Information from Maureen McCreedie
Leafl ets published by Thames Water Vades Divisionin 1977
Farmoor - a multi-purpose reservoi r comp ex
Farmoor Reservoir - OpenDay 1 October 1977



A NEW LIBRARY AT EYNSHAM, 1924
by John Golby and Brian Atkins

At atime when the Fii ends of Eynsham Library are working to raise money for an
extension to the existing library in Mill Street, it is worth remembeing tha
Oxfordshire County Council has been providing a library servicein the village
since 1924. Beow is an item from The Oxford Times of 28 November of tha year
referring to the new Eynsham library which, & that time, had 62 members.

Free library. T hrough the beneficence of thelate Mr Carnegie [Andrew
Canegie, the great philanthropist], the Oxfordshire Courty Council were enabled to
establish afree library in Eynsham somethree months ago. Asisusud in rurd

distri cts, the population i s somewha conservative with new i nstitutions, but a
quite satisfactory response hasbeen made, and the library now boasts of 62 members
and additions are made weekly. Thisisvery encouraging for thosewho voluntarily
accepted the care and control of the library, and to whom the thanks of the readers are
due T hetastes of the devourer of modern fiction, the reader of dassics and semi-
dassics and the student are catered for, and further, it should be noted by those to
whom it is of interest that any book may be obtaned from head quarters for a period
of one month on requisition being made

Unfortunatdy the newspaper piece doesn't tdl us where this new library was
located. What isknown is that a some period up to 1951 it was inthe house next to
the Co-op owned by a Mrs K. Howard. Volunteer librari ans were Mrs K.Howard,
Mrs Trethewy (the headmaster's wi fe), Miss K. Hellings, and MissM. W. Philcox.

In 1951 it was rdocated in the Batholomew Room and was formally opened on
4 September by Mr R Hooper, Charman of the Parish Council. The County
Librarian, Miss C.Stanley-Smith was present. Previous volunteers were thanked.
Thelibrary had now expanded to indude 1000 books, and M rs Grace A nderson had
been gppointed as the first pad librarian. Opening hours would be Thursdays
3-4p.m. and Fridays 7-8p.m., a mere two hours a week. Even allowing for the fact
tha Mrs Anderson would have had some duties outside these opening times, this
was surdy only a part-time job.

In 1970 thelibrary was moved again to a building, now demolished, on the site
of thenew Scout Hut presently under construction, and then to its present location
in Mill Street when the Eynsham Fire Brigade moved to new premises near the
former ralway station inthe early 1980s.
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The library has thus had a successon of homes, & leag four, Snce its
beginnings eighty years ago, but new technologies comealong - more computers
are to ke ingalled for example- in a building dready filled to cgpadty. We hope
that thelibrary (which ind udes the EHG's collectiong will stay in its present
home, near the centre of thevillage Sace for expansion on the ste has been
identified; architet's proposals for a threestage progamme drawn up; and the
'Friends of the Library' are raisng money towards thisexpangon project, yet to ke
gpproved by the County Coundl Library authorities, and of course, the necessary
planning permissons from WODC .

Sour ces

The Oxfor dTimes, 28 Novembea 1924, and 5 September 1951
Information from Moyra Philcox and others.

Pluscachange...?

TOLLGATE OUTDATED (March 1910)

Thequedionarises of dbingaway with thetollgateat Eynsham. Webelievetha itis
theunanimous opinionthatthisrdicof by gone days, when our ancegorstook
things moreeasily than we do, should be abolished.

In these day sof motors and theincreasng value of time atollgateisjust apudic
nusance Surely theCounty Coundl could pay alump sum totheowner tostop
charging tolls. Thelonger they delay, the bigger will be thehill.

An Eynsham-related extract from Edwardian Wtney 1901-1910by Charles&
Joan Gott, Mill House PublicationsWitney 2002 (based on the Witney Gazette)
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EYNSHAM HISTORY GROUP
Founded 1959

TheE.H.G. exists primarily to encourage studies in, and to promote knowledge of
the history of the village and parish of Eynsham, Oxfordshire, by means of regul ar
meetings (normally & least ten), with invited speakers, during the wi nter and
spring; and occasiond outingsin the summer.

New members ar e welcome.

Please gpply to the Programme Secretary for detals of meetings.

President: Dr F.B.Atkins, 8 Thornbury Rd. Eynsham

Cha rman: Mr M. Harris, 150 Westminster Way, Botley
Vice-Charman:; Mr D.S.Richards, 6 Abbey St. Eynsham
Secretary: - post vacant -

Programme Secretary: Revd M.T.Farthing, 32 Fdstaff Close, Eynsham
Qutings Secretary: -post vacant -

Treasurer: MrsP.Pimm, 65 Witney Rd, Eynsham

Editor: Dr F.B.Atkins, 8 Thornbury Rd, Eynsham
Publications M anager: Mr F.S.Bennett, 68 Witney Rd, Eynsham
Librarian: Mrs E.Mason, 26 John L opes Rd, Eynsham

Committee members:  Mrs D. Hockedy, 22 Clover Place, Eynsham
Prof M. Maker, 5 Wytham Close, Eynsham
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