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EDITORIAL

This year the Eynsham Hstory Goup celebrates its twenty-fifth
anni versary. To nark the occasi on, the G oup has decided to produce
its own journal ; an innovation that some woul d say i s |ong over due!

It will be clear fromthe article on p.35 that the Goup has
prospered and grown over the years, but its activities have largely
centred on its fortnightly neetings with invited speakers. V& have
listened and learnt; to a | esser extent read and researched; and
I ndi vidual neners have fromtine to tine produced witten accounts
on a range of local history matters, published privately, or by the
Parish Gouncil, or in xoniensia, etc.: But the Goup collectively
has thus far nmade little contribution to posterity in the form of
the witten word".

The Eynsham Record seeks to make good this deficiency. It is
i ntended to publish it annually, providing a regul ar forumon
natters relating to the history of the parish and village
Gontributions, ranging from 'snippets' to nore extended

articles are invited. Wile sone itens will, quite properly, aim
to be scholarly, they will, we trust, also be interesting - the
two adjectives are not necessarily inconpatible!'; Iikew se |ess

weighty offerings should seek to be accurate and infornative as
well as entertai ni ng.

WG Hoskins chose as the notto for his book Local Hstory in
Engl and a quotation of Horace® which he translates as “It is a
corner of the world above all others which has a smle for ne”. If
we have an affection for the place in vhich we live, be we nenbers
of long-established famlies or new settlers, our affection wll
growin proportionto our know edge of its origins and history.

Eynsham a snallish sort of place by nost standards, has for
its size an extraordinarily rich history. It lies 6 mles to the
west of xford, in an area of great interest to students of |ron-
Age and Ronman pre-history; was witten about in the Angl o-Saxon

1. Anotabl e exceptionis the bookl et on the Sw nford Tol |
Bridge,witten by Lady de Milliers, and resear ched and

publi shed by the History G oup i n 1969.

2. '"Ille terrarumm hi praeter omes angul us ridet." ' Qdes, |1,
Vi, 13-14.




Chronicle and in Donesday Book; evolved through the centuries as a
narket town domnated by its Bened cti ne Abey; and has been shaped
in turn by plague and fire, the Civil War, the inclosures, the
rai lway, and by recent road building and expansion. Today its
peopl e, buildings and fields, and the great libraries and museuns
of the County provide rich, often untapped sources of information
If we have the energy and wit to explore. Alan G ossley's article
which makes this abundantly clear wll, | hope, be a source
of inspiration for many years to cone.

Eynshamis small enough to instil a sense of belonging to an
evol ving comunity; historically rich enough to nake the study and
recordi ng of the past a rewardi ng adventure.

FBA
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EYNSHAM --A SUITABLE CASEFOR TREATMENT
by Alan Craossley

A history of Eynsham will be published (probably in 1986) in
Vol ure X of the Victoria CGounty Hstory of fordshire
(V.CH, which will cover the southern portion of an ancient
admni strative sub-division of the county call ed Wotton Hundred.
A though a draft history of Bynsham has been witten, there are
nunerals | oose ends, particularly those associated wth the
architecture of the older village houses, which we hope to
I nvestigate in the sunnier. | should enphasise that the V.CH
account is ainmed to provide a useful sumnary of the nmain
features of the devel opment of Eynsham together with a guide
(through its footnotes) to the basic sources available, but is not
expected to supply the 'last word . Nor could it attenpt to do so,
since it had to be conpleted in nonths, whereas a full
examnation of the mass of evidence for Eynshams history m ght
take several years.

Meanwhil e, as we press on w th Wodstock and the other places in
Volune X1, we were delighted to hear that the EynshamH story Q oup
was starting a journal. First, for the selfish reason that we would
benefit fromthe first fruits of that undertaking before our history
went to press. Second, becauseit is right that a | ong-established
soci ety should nake its discoveries available in print. Third,
because there are fewplaces in kfordshire (other than the | arger

towns) whichoffer such a range and quality of historical naterial,

enough to keep sucha publication going for nany years. | thought it
mght be appropriate in this first issueto say a little about the
special qualities of Eynsham's historical sources. Most
inportant of all, perhaps, is the wealth of old naps and surveys
of the parish, which provide the essential foundation for
t opographi cal enquiry. O the places we have worked on, only kford
has been better provided. The earliest maps are a splendid set in
Corpus Christi Col | ege, showi ng the coll ege estate i n Eynshami n
1615; all the college's strips in the open fields are delineated,
thereis a beautiful little inset of the college's farnhouse and
tenenents at the angle of Queen's Street and kford Road (Fig. 1),
and nuch information on furlong nanes and pl ot holders. Then there

is afull survey of 1650 (unfortunately without a map), whichlists
the owers of every house in the village, street by street, and of
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Fig.1 Copy of a snmall portion of the 1615 map.

every stripinthe fields. Until fairly recently only the Bodlei an
Library version was known, but now in the Gounty Record Cifice
(CRQ) is the original '"working copy' kept by the clerk of the
manorial court, annotated in a |later hand wth sone nanes of 18th
century owners of the plots described in 1650. In the B enheim
archives is a vast map and survey of the parish in 1762, by Thonas
Pride, which is alnost identical to Pride's nap of 1782 (without
survey) in the CRO. published in E K Chanbers' Eynsham Under the
Monks. Alsointhe CRQ is a map of Eynshamheath in 1769, drawn
just before the first EynshamHa |l was built, and another Pride nmap
of the village and its fields in 1769, show ng the houses, strips,
and cl oses owned by the Holl oway famly, inheritors of a | arge
est at e bought up pieceneal by a md-18th century Wodst ock | awyer
cal led Edward Ryves. Then for 1802 there is the incl osure map and
awar d, whi ch shows how the old open fields, worked largely from
farmhouses in the village, were transforned into the fields and
out-lying farns we know today. Again Eynshamis fortunate, for in
the CRQ along wth the anard and nap (i n several versions), are
the associated working calculations, show ng how the conplex
valuation and re-allocation of land was actually achieved. In ny
experi ence such inclosure docunentation is very rare, and would
repay further study. Finally, also in the CRO., is another
I nportant map and survey of the village in 1836, providing a
crucial link between the inclosure period (when each nunbered
plot can be related to its owner) and the great series of
avai l abl e census returns (1841-81) and the famliar |arge-scale
QO dnance Survey maps, which for Eynshambegin i n 1881.



| have nentioned only the principa od naps, but there are nany
others of individual properties, notably a whole series for the
EynshamHal | estate (in Reading University Library), and for Twelve
Acre farm(inthe CRQ), as well as sone useful maps and plans of
Eynsham farns i n auction catal ogues of the 19th and early 20th
centuries. The advantage of such nunmerous maps and surveys i s that
t hey provide fi xed points in the story of individual properties.
Most early deeds, and Eynshamhas a consi derabl e quantity of these
in the CRO. and el sewhere, are inprecise about property | ocations,
tending to refer to 'all that nessuage or tenenent fornerly
bel onging to John Brown'; but for Eynshamwe can often identify the
property concerned fromone of these early maps or surveys. Wereas
in nost places the tracing of ind vidual houses bel ow nmanor-house
class is rarely possible, for Eynshamis snall houses nmuch can
usual | y be di scovered: obviously such properties as HmFarm which
belonged to a college for centuries, are easily traced, but so too
are houses |i ke the Shrubbery, Red Thorn. House, or old Wntles Farm
which have no archives of their own, but only a few chance deeds
which can be related to the general maps and surveys
ment i oned above.

Another collection of records |ying rather outside the usual
range is a series of court books for Eynshamand Newl and fromthe
md1l7th to the early 20th century. These (in the CR Q) suppl enent
t he spl endi d nmedi eval records for the abbey nanor in the Eynsham
cartulary and in the Harleian rolls in the British Library. The
first of the later court books begins with saw fragmentary m d-
17th century accounts, which clearly relate to the sale to | ocal
people of the remains of the denolished abbey: interestingly
enough, as well as the stone piers and w ndows and door posts there
was a quantity of bride, perhaps fromoutbuil dings. Through these
| ater court books it is possible, particuarly for Newand, to
trace properties in great detail: the devel opnent of Chapel Yard
on the site of a forner brewery, for instance, is clearly
docurented and even illustrated by a pl an.

Anot her col lection of great inportance i s at Reading University,
where the papers of the Mason famly of EynshamHal | were deposited.
These include a large nunber of naps, plans, account books, and
surveys of the house and estate in the 19%h and early 20th
centuries, together with earlier deeds. They throw |ight not
only on the devel opnent of Eynsham Hall and Freel and Lodge, but
on the renarkabl e farmng experinents carried cut by Janmes Mason
on the vast Eynsham Hal | estate. Mason, a mning engi neer who
had made his fortune in Portugal, was an extraordinary figure,
and the famly papers would repay nmuch further study.
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Eynsham's church history, too, benefits from sone rather special
nmateria, including sone early churchwerdens' accounts, soon to be
transferred wth other O ocesan and parish records fromthe Bodleian
to the C.RO. The Bodleian has a spl endi d collection of papers
relating to the attractive but rather unfortunate figure of Thomas
Synonds, who served at curate and then vicar for nearly 50 years.
Fromthe Synonds papers, nany of themonly recently deposited, one
could reconstruct a very full picture of the famly life of a quiet,
hard-working, country parson of the early 19th century. In great
contrast would be the picture reconstructed of his equally
wel | -docunented successor, WS Bricknell (vicar 1845-88), a
vigorous Evangelical nuch given to litigation and public
guarrelling. Hs strong views and personal eccentricities brought
turnoil and scandal to the parish (and indeed the diocese) for
decades. Material for his career is scattered through the D ocesan
archives, but nuch nore could be found by a careful search of md-
19th century newspapers in the Bod eian or Wstgate libraries. | was
particularly inpressed by the irony of the foundation of Freel and
church within Bricknell's parish in 1869: for from the outset
the new church was aimed to provide a centre of extrene Hgh
Anglicanism- a bitter pill indeed for the Low Church Bricknell
to swall ow

Such then are a few of the special collections that for Eynsham
suppl enent the usual sources for parish histories, which wll be
found chiefly inthe CRQ, the Bodleian, ,and the Public Record
Gfice in London. Eynshamis rich enough in standard sources, t ut
one aspect deserving particular nention is the wealth of surviving
ol der buildings. | would strongly urge the Group to undert ake a
proper survey of these buildings, if possible with the advice of an
architectural historian, and of course, noting such features as
initials and datestones, old beans and so on. Nor should
out bui Idings be di sregarded, for they frequently reveal evidence of
smal | industrial undertakings, and in any case are interesting in
t hensel ves. For instance note the unusua, wde, |owpitched roof
on the malt-house on the corner of New and Street and Queen Sreet,
belonging to the Gibles (Fig.2). This roof could only be so
constructed because it carried a lightweight tarred-paper covering
of a type promulgated in the early 19t h century by John
Cl audius Loudon (the Scots entrepreneur so frequently and
mstakenly credited wth designing the village of Geat Tew. The
then owners of the Gabl es were t he Snans, who as papernakers had
a vested interest in the future of such roofs (which in the event
was very short): John Smann had put one on Wl vercote MII| before
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1800, and others were put on Eynsham MII|. Certainly this roof at
the Gables with its huge span is a fine remnder of such
experinents: a fragnent of tarred paper nay still be seen.
I ncidentally the Gables itself has at its core a |late nedieval
and 17th centuy tinber-franed house of nanor-house quality
(bui |l ders as yet unknown).

Fig.2 The | owpitched roof on the o d nalthouse (part of the Gabl es)

The wealth of evidence from Eynsham does not nean that its
history will at once becone crystal clear. On the contrary, the
pl ace has perversely yielded a succession of problens that seem
to defy satisfactory solution. Gnsider the nass of archaeol ogi cal
evi dence (brought together in convenient formin the Stes and
Monurents Record at Wodst ock Museun) - prehistoric ditches and
henges, Roman coins of great numsnatic interest (but the site of
their discovery apparently not recorded), flints, inplenents,
barrows, Saxon gruben-hauser all over the place - difficult indeed
to formany clear picture of pre-docunentary tines. Again the
early docunentary evidence is fraught wth difficulties. Are the
various references Egonesham | ogneshomme, |ncgenesham and so on,
all to the sane pl ace, or, as sone scholars assert, do some refer to
I ngl esham WIts? An | right to conclude that Eynsham was the
centre of a large and inportant estate hel d by nenbers of the Vést
Saxon royal household, the centre of an early '"triple Hundred , the
site of an early 'mnister’ church which preceded the nonastery
f ounded by Aet hel naer in 1015?



In the Mddle Ages the nysteries proliferate. Were
was Tilgarsley, the village wiped out by the Black
Death in 1350? Am | right to argue that its I|ikely
site is fairly obvious, once we start |ooking for
a |large village rather than the small concentration of
| unps and bunps that so often characterize deserted nedi eval
village sites? Renenber, by the way, that Tilgarsley
denoted an area as well as a village - it had its own
field system stretching right across the ancient
parish, and as large as Eynshanmis own field system So
the phrase 'in Tilgarsley' found in deeds of
properties as far apart as Twelve Acre Farm and the
fields near City Farm should not be assuned to refer
to the village site, but to Tilgarsley towship as a
whol e which was as | arge as a normal parish).

VWhat about the abbey site? One of your nenmbers [WB.] has
done splendid work in locating the surviving renmains of
t he bui Il ding: but what about the abbey gateway taken in
the 18th century by the Duke of Marlborough for 'sone
business of his at BlenheimM? Am | right in thinking
that this was not the main gate i n Abbey Street, but a
West gate, apparently of the tunnel variety, probably
standi ng west of Abbey Farm on the Stanton Harcourt
road? Was it taken by 'Capability' Brown for his
got hi cization of BlenheimPark in the 1760s? Does any of
It survive?

Anot her probl em concerns Abbot Geoffrey (d.1388), an
obsessi ve neasurer of ground, whom | think of sonetines,
in frustration, as the 'mad nonk'. In the printed
version of the Eynsham Cartulary you will find exanpl es
of his renmorsel ess cal cul ati ons, notably in a survey
of Newl ands in 1366, and of a field called Langdale.
First he gives exact I|linear measurenents of each
pl ot, then goes on to m nuscul e cal cul ations of area,
descending below acres, roods, and perches, to feet,
I nches, and even grains (a third of an inch)- all this
on an abacus! How did he work his geonetry and arithnetic?
More important, what was the Ilength of his basic
measuring stick, the perch or the pole? Anyone foolish

enough to get I nvol ved W th Abbot Geoffrey's
calculations will soon find that he was not using a
standard perch, the Ilength which eventually becane
statutory (16.5 feet); nor do his feet, inches, and

grai ns appear to be square neasurenents, as one m ght
expect in areal calculations. Beware, too, that the
printed version is not quite an accurate copy of the
original and, nore serious, that the clerk faced wth
transcribing Abbot Geoffrey's concl usions was clearly, and
under st andabl y car el ess.



Am | right to conclude that the pole that Geoffrey
carried up and down New and Street sone 600 years ago
was 15 feet 8 inches |ong? What does it matter anyway?

Well, if we could be sure, it would enable the
reconstructi on of an accurate plan of a whole 14th
century street | ayout - pr obably a uni que
achievement, which | believe one of your nenbers is

attenpting [F.B. A.].

The problenms of Eynsham do not evaporate with the
Ref ormati on. To take one exanple, Eynsham Heath: for the
M ddl e Ages one struggles to deci de how nuch of it | ay
within the Royal Forest of Wochwod; for the |[ater
period one wonders what kind of coal was exploited
there in the |ate 17th century, and again attracted a
London specul at or in the 1760s. | t was this
specul ator, James Lacy, co-owner of the Drury Lane
Theatre with David Grrick, who suffered the gibe (by

Garrick) that 'the pit of Drury Lane 1is more
profitable than the pit of Eynsham Heath'. Lacy or his
son W/ Iloughby built the first Eynsham Hall in the

1770s. Did they enploy as architect their friend Robert
Adam whom they certainly used to reconstruct their
t heatre? Are the few surviving ' Adam fireplaces' in the
present Hall the original work of the master? The
story of Eynsham Hall, so strangely separate from the
village even before the A.40 was built, provides nmany
surprises.

A recurrent thenme of Eynshaml s history was a certain
predi lection for riot and drunkenness, ranging from
armed nedieval affrays over rights of common and
fishing, to hostile gatherings of over 1,000 people in
the churchyard during squabbles wth Vicar Bricknell in
the 19th century. Live rabbits were dug up and thrown at
the | ady of the manor on Eynsham Heath in 1696, dead
dogs cast into the church in 1862, and sparrows rel eased
to disrupt a Methodist neeting in 1822. Presumably, I|ike
‘dirty, drunken Deddington', another small town of
dubi ous hi storic reputation, Eynsham has now beconme eni nent-
|y respectable; in any case its riotous past was
not really my reason for choosing the title of this
article. Rather | chose it because Eynsham so rich
in its history, so richly documented, provides a
marvel | ous opportunity for historical research




ADVENTURE AT HARDWICK MILL
by Eric Gordon

It all began with reading fordshire MIls by WIfred Forenan,
publ i shed in 1983 by those renarkable servants of local history,
Phillinore s of Chichester. The snall waters of the Wndrush served
no less than 24 mlls, just fromTaynton to Newbridge. he of them
was at Hardwick near Wtney. I nagine ny excitenent when | read of
' Eynsham abbey t onbst ones' , and of how they had been 'used to fl oor
t he wheel chanber' there (pp.11,109). Salter (Eynsham Cartulary, |,
xxiiif.) had recorded the gravestone of John de Cheltenham Abbot
of Eynsham 1317-30, used again, for sonebody else, in 1645, in
El sfield church, Oxfordshire (see page 16 of this journal).
What t hen was at Har dw ck?

Wl liam Bainbridge kindly |ocated the mll, nowin private
owership. Peter and Patricia Hamlton gave us a war mvel cone, and
were good enough to let us see what was there. Tony Bradl ey drove
us. And thus three nenbers of the Eynsham H story Group had a
nonentous afternoon. The day was August 31st, 1983.

After seeing sone fine pieces of stonework, |ikely enough from
Eynsham abbey, and built into the house itself, we were taken to
t he ol d wheel -chanber: the wheel itself has gone, but the mll-
streamstill flows through the chanber, and then out through a
tunnel, arched over with brick and fl oored with stone. The owners
took trouble to stop the stream and gradual |y the floor energed,
dark, wet, gleamng and slippery. And there, quite clearly, were
substantial remains of an old gravestone, broken into | arge pi eces
and, like a junbledjigsaw, awaiting sol ution.

Tony Bradley was the first to venture down, and to begin to
decipher the stone. In the end all three of us were there,
crouching pai nfully, but seeing and touching a nonk's gravestone
of nearly 700 years ago. The costly nenorial, its shattered
pi eces, their hunble use, the alnost ceaselessly flowng waters,
the words crying to be read, and slowy perishing, al conbined to
nove us deepl y.

Salter did not knowof it: Eynsham seens not to have heard of
I t: but Peter Ham |lton showed us a scholarly account of it by
WJ.Blair: An Early Monastic | ndent at Hardw ck, fordshire,
reprinted from Transacti ons of the NMonumental Brass Soci ety,
vol . XI, part V, pp.308-311, 1973. As a fornmer nenber of that
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society, and one who sone 60 years ago cycl ed hundreds of niles to
nake brass-rubbings, and spent many hours in church at this
par ticular type of devotion, | had ny own special fascination!

An 'indent',in this context, is the pattern of shallow
flat-bottonmed depressions cut into the top surface of nedi eval
gravestones, and designed to fit the various pi eces of a nonunent al
brass. In nmany churches the brasses have gone, but the i ndents
remain. In nonasteries, however, after their 16th century
Dissol ution, the whole building and all its contents, i ncluding
menorial s, nornmally became scrap, and were gradual | y di spersed.
The disposal of Osney abbey, for exanple, nakes |ugubrious
readi ng (Ant hony Wbod, City of Oxford, |1, 226ff.)

The rubbi ng of the Hardw ck indent, on which Fig.1 is based,
shows the surviving pieces put into place. Others probably lie
here, but face downwards. The whole slab is likely t o have been
about 3'6" wi de and 9'6" long. It carried a life-sized figure,
surnounted by a canopy, with pinnacles, and framed with an
I nscription. At each shoul der small angel s wi nged the soul
heavenwar ds.

The surviving letters (wth nornmal expansions from standard

formul ae) gi ve us:
+ HC | ACET: FRAATER...(CQVIVS AN )ME: PROPI ClE: TVR. DEVS
('Herelies Brother ... on whose soul nay God have nercy')
The | etterer had desi gn problens, disposing of tw col ons oddly, in
the top | eft-hand corner. Tantalizingly enough, none of the nane of
t he nonk can be di scerned. Wo was he?

That he was a priest is clear fromhis cope. That he was not a
bi shop is clear fromthe absence of a mtre. That he was a nonk is
clear fromhis being called 'Brother'. That he was head of his
house is clear fromthe snall knobbed head of his pastora staff,
projecting above his right shoulder. In any case it was unlikely
t hat anyone |l ess than the head of a house woul d have been gi ven
such an expensi ve nmenorial .

He may have been Prior of Cogges, not far away. But Eynsham
abbey, only a mle further off, and very nuch weal t hier, source
also of the H sfield gravestone, is a much |ikelier candidate.
Conparison wth other indents, especialy at Botti sham Canbs., and
at \Weekl ey, Northants., suggests that this brass may well have
commenorated Thonas de Wells, Abbot of Eynsham 1281-1307 (see
Blair, op. cit.).
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Fig 1

The ' Hardwi ck' tonb fragnents
reposi tioned. Scale 1:10

The original slab would have been
about twice as | ong.
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The mai n wor kshops for such nenorials were in London. At any
given period simlar designs woul d be in fashion, and used agai n
and again. The netal was 'latten, darker and tougher than nodern
brass, and used in thick plates. Engraving, in 1307, would be bold,
sinple and deep. The separate Lonbardic letters are a feature of
the tine. It islikely that the nmenorial lay before the high altar
of the abbey church. It is a far cry fromthere to the mll-stream
bed.

Acknow edgenents. My thanks are due to Dr.WJ.Blair, to whose
article | have freely referred, and especially for providing the
drawing for Fig.1.

26 YEARSAGO

Travellingto Oord in 18 mnutes or to Wtney in 11 ninutes?

BR Tl SH RA LWAYS PASSENGER TI METABLE Summer 1958

DOWN TRAINS WEEKDAYS SX SO SUN
Ox ford d.08.10 0926 12.15 15.35 1618 18.18 21.50 22.10 22.35
Yarrton d.08.10 0934 12.23 1543 1626 18.26 21.58 22.18
Cassingon d.08.22 0938 12.27 15.47 1630 18.30 22.03 22.23 22.47
Eynsham d.08.28 0944 12.33 15.53 1637 18.35 22.00 22.29 22.54
SouthLeigh d.08.34 0950 12.39 1559 1643 18.42 22.15 22.35 23.01
Witney a08.3 0955 12.44 16.04 1654 18.5 22.26 22.40 23.06
Witney d.08.40 1001 12.49 16.10 1654 18.5% 22.26 22.46 23.12
BrizeNorton& B d.08.48 1014 13.01 16.20 1703 19.06 22.35 22.55 23.22
Carterton d.0851 (0.40 1018 13.04 16.23 17.08 19.10 22.39 22.59 23.28
Alvescot d. .44 1022 13.08 1712 19.14 22.43 23.03 23.33
Ke mscott& L d. .50 1028 13.14 1719 19.21 22.49 23.09 23.40
Lech ade d. .57 1035 13.20 1726 19.28 22.5% 23.15 23.48
Farford d 10.05 1042 13.27 1733 19.35 23.02 23.22 23.55
UPTRAINS SX 0

Fairford d.06.47 09.15 1105 12.30 1238 14.00 18.10 18.15
Lechlade d.06.55 09.23 1113 12.38 1246 14.08 18.18 18.23
Ke msoatt d.07.01 09.28 1118 12.43 1251 14.13 18.23 18.29
Alvescot d.07.06 09.35 1124 12.49 1257 14.19 18.30 18.35
Carterton d.07.10 0823 09.40 1128 12.53 1303 14.23 1638 18.34 18.40
BrizeNorton&B ~ d.07.15 0828 09.45 1132 13.00 1309 14.28 1643 18.39 18.44
Witney a07.2 0835 09.52 1139 13.07 1316 14.35 1650 18.47 18.51
Witney d.07.28 0843 09.58 1140 13.13 1322 14.40 1707 18.54 18.55
South Leigh d.07.33 0848 10.04 1145 13.18 1327 14.45 1712 185 19.00
Eynsham d.07.38 0854 10.09 1150 13.23 1332 14.50 17.18 19.04 19.06
Cassington d.07.45 0901 10.16 1157 13.30 1339 14.57 1725 19.11 19.13
Yarnton d.07.49 0905 10.20 1201 13.34 1343 1501 1729 19.15 -
Oxford a07.5% 0913 10.28 1208 13.42 1352 15.08 17.37 19.23 19.24
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LOOKING FOR ABBOTS

by William Bainbridge

Il ndulging in my unbridled passion for seeki ng out
t angi bl e remnins of Eynsham Abbey, ny activities have met with
good fortune and invari abl e kindness and generosity from owners and
custodi ans. Al though, to preserve the privacy of individuals,
| have refrained from mentioning names, | feel | can 'tell
all' in the case of two sem-private owners, although these
accounts nmay not catch the mldly hil arious preliminaries
that led to the 'rediscovery' of the Hardwick slab, a
schol arly account of which by Bishop Gordon will be found on page
10.

Ml es Sall ey; Abbot of Eynshamc.1499-1516

In 1938, long before ny obsession engulfed me, | found in
Crossley's English Church Monunments an illustration of the tonb of
"Mles Salley, Bishop of Llandaff and Abbot of Enysham (Il ike
many others he found the name 'Eynsham' difficult to
spell, let alone pronounce!), but it was not until 1977
that | visited St. Mark's, Bristol to inspect the tomb, only
to find on the first two occasions the chapel door |ocked. The
verger was witten to and he kindly nmade an appoi ntnent and
allowed me to photograph the nonunent. To do this entailed
squeezing behind the altar in the chancel, which produced | ess-
t han-sati sf actory slides. I n 1978 vi sits to the
"British Heral dry Exhibition’ at the British Miseum
produced two joyful discoveries. The section displayed of a
Parliament ary Processi onal Roll of 1512 showed a portrait and

arms of "Miles Salley, Bi sh. of Landaffe’ wal ki ng in
procession wth other bishops, but not with the abbots, a
slight to Eynsham s pride. It is, as far as | can say, the
earliest 'portrait' of an Eynsham personality, even though he
shares the features of almost al | the others in the

RolI! (Fig.1la). Likewise the face on his effigy at St. Mark's,
where he was buried in 1516, is schemati c.

My luck continued in that the arns of 'Bi shop of Landaff,
t he Lord Myles Shelley' were also on exhibition at the British
Museum on anot her Parliamentary Roll, dated 15152, but in
this case with no portrait, and the arm are totally
different fromthose of the 1512

14
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Fig. 1l Portrait and arms of Mles Sall ey
Bi shop of Llandaff, and Abbot of
Eynsham c. 1499- 1516.

a &b --fromParliamentary Roll of 1512
C-- fromParlianentary Rol|l of 1515
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Rol I. The bl azon of the earlier shieldis 'Sable on a saltire
engrailed Or a roundel of the first' inpaling the arns of the
see of Llandaff (Fig.1lb); in the later one it is 'O between
three thistles slipped proper a fess Azure', with the arns of
the see left blank, presunmably through ignorance (Fi g.1c).
Again no nention of Salley's abbacy (c1499-1516). There i s a copy
of the 1512 Rol| in the Bodl eian Library’, but here his shieldis
totally blank. I have yet to inspect a further copy i n the Ganbri dge
Uni versity Library.

The later shield remnded ne of a delicate angel corbel in the
Gounty Miseum at Wodst ock who holds part of a shield show ng,
above a fess, two charges which lock Iike doubl e cloves - are they
nmeant to be thistles? The fess bears sone (ot hic characters which
nay relate to the 'Escutcheon on which are four Saxon |etters'
mentioned in 1727 by Hear ne as being on an 'old stone above the
door of one R chard (oddard . Possibly associated with the
arns are those crudely carved on corbels in the roof of Standl ake
church which show a fess bearing two pairs of annul ets conj oi ned,
on a field of eight fleurs-de-lys. Are these charges al so
m srepr esentati ons?

‘Incidental ly in this roof are two other shields with versions of the
sane arns on the 'Barthol onew Roomand 6, Abbey Sreet, Eynsham

John of Chel tenhan1 Abbot of Eynsham 1317-30

Rat her |ess puzzling was my' di scovery' of the tonb slab of
Abbot John of Chel tenhamat Hsfield In Chanbers' Eynshamunder the
Monks, an inscription is quoted4 roughly translated as 'Here
| ies brother John of Cheltenhamone tine Abbot of this place on
whose soul may God have nercy'. This pronpted nme to go on a
visit of investigation, but a thorough search of the church revea ed
nothing: Not a hassock, not a strip of carpet was | eft unturned,
and not a ring at the vicarage door was answered!'. However
despondency was lifted by a reply to a letter to the vicar, the
Reverend Anthony de Vere, who revealed that the slab was in the
vestry, and who ki ndly suggested a second visit when its door woul d
be |l eft unl ocked. Thus Elsfield saw nme again, armed w th a soft
brush, danmp sponge and canera, and the slab was found squeezed
into a tiny room and covered by table, chair, cupboard and the
pari sh safe, maki ng photography, apart fromsonme small details,
al nost i npossi bl e.
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FH g.2 shows how many i ndents of the beautiful Lonbardic letters
are deci pherabl e. The danaged parts, however, are not sufficiently
extensive to accommodate the full nunber of characters in the
borders, but this riddl e was sol ved by chance. Wil e researching in
the Bodleian for sone other project, | happened on J. CBuckler's
draw ng of 1820 showi ng the slab with the inscription intact and
as being 'in the chancel of Hsfield church'®. Coviously at sone
tine when the chancel was refloored the slab was brutally
shortened to fit into the vestry! The reason why this stone is
at Elsfield is explained by a snmall brass plate inserted in
the centre of the tonbstone, whi ch reads:

"IN THE HCPE CF | OYRVLL RESVRECTI ON RESTETH HERE THE BOD E OF
M CHAEL PUDSEY...."' whodied in 1645.

It is easy to picture him finding the slab in the ruins of the
Abbey, and trundling the wei ghty stone across t he countrysi de for
his future use. Little did Abbot John forsee the future nal treat nent
of his nmenori al .

Ref er ences.
1. British Library Add. M5 22306

2. British Library Add. Ms 40078
3. Bodl eian Library Ms Ashnole Roll s 45
4

. HI C | ACET. FRATER. | GHANNES. DE. CH LTENHAM QVONDAM ABBAS. HM VS, LQT .
CVI VS. AN ME. PROPI TI ETVR DEVS.

5. Bodl eian Library Ms Top. Oxon. a.66 f237.

Entry in St. Leonard s burial register

1655, May 4. Ursul a BURNHAM suspected witch.

[ Wat an unfortunate nane i n the circunst ances! Ed. ]
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TWO MYSTERIES
Wiere exactly was Til garsl ey?

The site of this nedieval village, w ped out or aban-
doned at the tinme of the Black Death, 1349/50, is
unknown. It probably lies no nore than a mle or two
from Eynsham There is no shortage of possible cand-
i dates: Freel and, Twelve-Acre Farm Turner's Geen,
Barnard Gate, Bowl es Farm and several other sites have
al | been suggested at various tinmes and for different
reasons. (See also page 8).

Wier e exactly was the Abbey church?

Certainly within the area bounded by Abbey Street to
the west, St.Leonard' s Church and the Hgh Street to
the north, the playing fields to the east, and the
Chil brook with its associ ated nedieval fishponds to
the south. But this is a |large area. All that we know
I's contained in some tantalizingly brief and vague
17th and 18th century references to the ruins, and

sone expl orat ory trenches nmade In 1971 (see
Bi bliography  #21) which revealed sone building
foundations. This intriguing question wll, | hope,

be dealt with in a future article in the Record.

Happily the site is now preserved within the Conser -
vation Area, and doubtless one day a full archaeo-
| ogi cal survey wi Il answer the question.
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The Market House (Bartholonew Room, Eynsham Draw ng
by J. C Buckl er, 1826.
Copyri ght: Bodl ei an Library.
Not e especially the open arches and the village
st ocks.

~and NOW
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NOTE: the images opposite
have been re-sized to reduce the overall size
of this .pdf file.
Back nunbers of the Eynsham Record are avail abl e
in print for £1 plus pé&p. Contact the Editor
Brian At kins, 8 Thornbury Road tel 01865 881677

email brian@batkins. free-online. co. uk

or Fred Bennett, 68 Wtney Road tel 01865 880659
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400 YEARS AGO
1584

by Lilian Wright

"Thonas Qispe of BEynsham -- for carting on Sundays in Mrch
and August -- sayeth he doeth it yet because he is a common
carrier, but hereafter he promseth to refrayne yet so much as in
himdoeth Iye -- this accepted and the charge d smssed -- this
providing that he do not hereafter use such cartinge
restituted from excommuni cation".

This is one of the cases presented to the Archdeacon' s urt in
ford in 1584. These courts had existed as a lower version of
the B shops' Qourts in the Mddle Ages and their powers had
gradual |y declined. Hwever they were revived under Hizabeth I,
and were much enployed to maintain church discipline by her
trusted archbishop, John Whitgift, who was appointed in
1583.

In Hizabeth's rei gn Gwurchwardens becane al nost |ike nagi st -
rates in their parishes and hel d enornous pover and responsi bility.
They kept the church accounts, helped to give reief to the poor,
organ zed church 'ales', provided the Bread and Wne for Gonmuni on,
and kept order in the church and churchyard. They had to naintai n
the church fabric, provide furniture and books, keep the churchyard
fence in repair, and report the msdeeds of the pari shi oners.

The Churchwardens nade their presentnents at the two
Archdeacon's Msitations to the parishes each year. They were
sworn to nmake truthful answers to all the questi ons asked,
and the enquiries invdved everyone - clergy, other chuch
officials and the people of the parish. From nisdeneanors reported
to the Archdeacon, citations were nade. It was then the job of
Aparitars to ride round the county to try to find the people
I nvol ved because the wit had to be served personally. |f they
had nade every effort and the person cou dn't be found, then the
citation waes fixed to the door of the parish church. Ay person not
appeari ng on the day was convicted of contunacy and excommuni cated.
Those wo cane to the Gowurt, vhich was held in &. Mrtins,
Carfax, had first to take the oath, and were then examned by the
Archdeacon's principal or Jute who, for nost of this period was
Dr. Thonas Gaiser. The court scribe wote the answers in the act
bock, so that for nany cases we have the di rect speech of
the people involved.
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Now for sone of the transgressions of 1584! The clergy were not
exenpt frombeing reported and in &tober John Wight, curate of
St anton Harcourt, states that:-

"the quarterly sernmons are not in South Leigh chapel but in the
pari sh church; they are orderly kept and in the chapel of late
they have had a sernon before Mdsummer last, nanely by M.
Ewmott, and the Gatechismis taught and shal|l be hereafter so far
forth as tine and |eisure shall serve hini.

Wl liamBEmott was the Mcar of Eynshamat the tine, and it is
interesting to find that he hel ped another clergynan in troud e. By
this we also knowthat he was aive in 1584, so nust have ded in
February 1585 (his nenorial is in our church). He features in
another case in @tober vhere the Churchwardens exercised their duty
of na ntaining reverence and decency in Church. -- Thonas Peni ston
said that: -

"the Mcar of Bynsham at the tine specified in the bill of
detection, was disturbed at dvine service by neans of WIIiam
Sanley, gent. who wou d not suffer this respondent qui etly to sit
in his seat which this respondent thinks belongs to his father,
because he is half lord of the town, and whereas they have
presented 2 seats to belong to the Earl of Derby, ny Lord Srange
having but half the right of Sir Thomas S anley, knight
(deceased), the other by all reason nust appertain to this
respondent’'s father who hath the ather haf interest."”

S ve nay surmse that the Sanleys lived in BEynsham and wor shi pped
in our church. WlliamSanley, who vas 23 at this tine, was the
cousin of Sr Edward Sanley whose nenorial is by the atar. Hs
father was the patron of a group of actors who perforned
Shakespeare's plays. By 1595 he had becone the 6th Earl of DCerby
and, in that year, he narried Lady Hizabeth Vere. The Qieen
attended the weddng at Geenwich, and it is thought that 'A
Mdsummer Nght's Dream was perforned for this occasion. As for
Thanes Peniston, perhaps he wvas 'half lord of the town' -- H wes
the patron a the appointnent of Thonas Secheverdl, the vicar
after WIliamEBEmott .

Aot her disturbance vwas caused by three Enshamfarners, WIliam
Boulter, Philip Pikes and Thonmas Bucki ngham

"Uoon Lammas Day or Eve last sone ta k or speech bei ng between
this respondent and Philip FA kes having some speech or talk in
church touching putting in of cattle into a Lamas ground there
passed no other words between thembut these or like viz. this

respondent saying he shoud not put in and Fhilip Hkes saying he
woul d and other words he uttered none."
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Later it was denied-
-"that there passed any scol ding and unseemy and uncivil speech
bet ween t hi s respondent and WlliamBoulter in church or church-
yard at any tine either in service tine or after service, only
t here was sone tal k about these grounds and hayning and their
meads wher eupon t hey disagreed.”

(Cattle were alowed to graze in the open fiel ds fromLammas, August

1st, which was after haytine, until sow ng tine).

V¢ were lax in repairing our windows. In 1574 a Herald' s Visit-
ation reported severa exanples of heraldic gl ass in Eynsham church,
but it woul d seemthings werein a sorry state by Decenber 1584.

"To the guardians of Eynsham for that their glass w ndows be
broken and not presented at the Visitation and have been nendi ng
for this twelvenonth and not yet nended"”.
Per haps we can assune that the church was furnished wth the books
and furni ture which were necessary, but sone churchwardens were
reported for not providing a Bible in English and a seat for the
mnister. There are no reports fromEynshamof bow ing, dancing,
shooting or gamng i n the churchyard, but WIliamPerrie wes brought
up for-
“that he oweth to t he Chur chwardens of Eynshamfor a | oad of
tinber 4s which he promseth to pay this present ni ght".
In Eynsham the sal e of tinber nmarked by the churchwardens at
Whi t suntide was a custom continued fromthe days of t he abbey's
control, and was a prine source of incone for the church at this
time and t hr oughout the 17th century.
The chur chwerdens al so had to report on the other peopl e of the

parish, and this was not a pleasant task, for they were usually in
office only for a year at a tinme, and there would be plenty of
opportunity for reprisal by others later! BEveryone had to attend
church on Sundays and Holy Days, and receive Holy Gommuni on at
Faster if over the age of 16. They were supposed to know by heart
the Lord's Prayer, the Ten Gommandnents, the Articles of
Faith, and the Catechism A though they were not allowed to work
on Sundays, they were allowed to play sports and ganes after the
Service. Many, like our Thomas Qi spe, were brought before the
Court for failure to attend church, and there are sone
i nteresting excuses from other parts of the county from two
I nportant kfordshire trades, wol and brewing. A nan from xford
said that he set his rack (the frane for stretching cloth) on
Sunday nor ni ngs before Servi ce-

"as do nost of the fullers in England, otherw se they cannot keep

promse wththeir custoners as there are so fewfine days".
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John Collie, a brewer, says that he cannot cone to church as oft as

he woul d because-
"when he doeth begin to put fire under the furnace, he cannot dep-
art fromit neither by day or night until his burden be further,
nor any other conpany that are with him and by that neans is
sonewhat slack in comng to church as al these of that trade are;
but he denies that he absents hinself in contenpt of the Queen' s
Laws" .

R ngers who enjoyed their bellringing and tried to ring on the
eves of Saints' days, which was forbidden, would say that they were
ringing for a wedding. They naintained that their ringing on Nov-
enber 17th was for the Queen's Accession -- it was in fact the feast
of St. Hugh of Lincoln. This probably happened i n Eynsham because
here t here woul d have been a special affection for St. Hugh who was
made Bishop of Lincoln by Henry Il at Eynshamin 1186.

QG her Eynsham people nentioned in this book are: WIIiam and
Joanna Wl kins, dles Goram John Day, John Busby, Margaret Q ove
and Margaret G bbert. This may be useful to anyone resear ching
famly history, as our Parish Registers survive only fromthe 17th
century.

| think the Eynshamchur chwer dens rust have turned a deaf ear to
village gossip for no cases of immorality are reported i n the 1584
book for Eynsham yet this accounts for a great nunber of the cases
reported from ot her parishes. However towards the end occur
t hese two somewhat intriguing entries.

“In Decenber, John Garratt of kford reported that, at the request
of M. Bellinghams man, one Hugh, he went to Dunbleton with a
wonan great with child, one Margaret, who was brought to this
respondent on Botley HIls in the way between Botley and Eynsham
and there the said Hugh did offer this respondent 40s to carry the
said woman to Dunbl eton and further confesses that the said
Margaret told h mthat M. Bel li nghamwas father to the chil d".
An entry on the next page is as foll ows:-

"John Foxl ey, Vicar of Beckley denies that he sol erni zed matr i nony
bet ween one John Garratt and Margaret Borne at Dunbleton in
A oucestershire, in Binsey or el sewhere".

Penance was the puni shment nmeted out by the court and, if this
was public, it meant that the Vicar read out the detail s of the
fau't in church before the whole congregation. The person woul d t hen
have to ask for forgiveness to God and to his nei ghbours, and t he
Lord' s Prayer woul d be sai d.
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Thi s act bock gives us just a tantalizing glinpse of life in
Eynsham and Oxfordshire in 1584. Al the excuses they thought up
then gives thema vitality whichenabl es us to reach back over 400
years, and we can inmagi ne ourselves sayi ng much the sane sorts of
t hi ngs.

If you would like to | earn nore about the Archdeacon's Court,
this act book for 1584, transcribed by ER Brinkworth, is in the
Central Library, Westgate, Oxford.

Itemin the Chur chwardens' Accounts about 300 years ago.

An account of the Church Goods and Wensills taken April 18, 1682.

I nprims-Two S lver Chalices wth Qvers.

Iltem Three pewter flaggons.

I tem (e pewter Bason.

Item  Two pewter plates.

Item  One Carpet for the Comrunion Tabl e.
ltem  Two Towel Is and two napki ns of Holl and.

ltem  One Holland Table d oat h.
I[tem  Two pul pit Cushions and one d oat h of Vel vet.

ltem Two Bl ack Pall C oaths.

It em he G eat Church Bible of the Last edition.
I tem Tenn Leat her Bucketts.

ltem  One Ladder of thirty-four Rounds.

ltem  Two Common Prayer Books with a Psalter.

Iltem  QOnhe Surplisse.
Item (One pair of Scales and wei ghts.

Vigar
(facsimile of slzmature)

The other signatories being Thomas Br owne, Thonas Wse, R chard
Godwi n, ' Thomas Ai li ng and John Bart hol onmew.
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NINETEENTH CENTURY EYNSHAM
Personalised index o the cenaus (and ather recards)
by EchaMasmn

Every ten years househol ders have to fill in census forns giving
details of everybody in their households, so that the size of the
popul ation can be known, and esti nates nade of future social
requi renents. But when sufficient tinme has el apsed the i nfornation
on the forns i s an i nval uabl e source for socia historians.

The first national census was taken in 1801 and since then every
ten years except for 1941. The returns for the first four censuses
were destroyed after their contents had been anal ysed, but since
1841 the forns have been kept, strictly locked away for a hundred
years, after which time they are available to the public. So now
there are five censuses which can be studied, and which give a
great deal of information about the lives of people in the 19th
century. The early enunerators were rarely wel comed and, as | ate
as 1841, some still denmanded police protection. There are many
I naccuracies in an age when only a mnority were able to read
and wite, and nanmes of ten appear phonetically. 'Fi be' (Phoebe)
and ' Hennery' are anong the easier variants. But as the censuses
progressed they generally became nore accurate - and legible - and
nore i nformati on was gi ven. The 1841 census gives only approxi nate
ages and no place of birth; but frail 1851 the head of the famly
was listed first, with his age, narital status, occupation and
pl ace of birth. Uhderneath were all the nenbers of his househol d
with simlar details and including their relationship to the
head.

The Eynsham H story Goup becane invol ved with the 19th century
censuses after VMictoria County Hstory researcher Cris Day
suggest ed sone kind of local index based on 19t h century records,
and OLHA started its programme of transcribing and indexing the
1851 census for the whole county. V& decided to start on that
census and then possibly to go onto the others, and this work
developed into a schene to put onto a card index everybody
mentioned in all the available censuses, and to add
I nfor nati on gained fromot her sources.
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For the 1851 census we were able to borrowa filmand reader and
a team was soon fornmed to do the transcription. For the other
censuses this was not so easy, as the work had to be done in
Westgate |ibrary, but by then enough interest was aroused for
one or tw nenbers to agree to undertake the rest of the
transcri pti ons.

Transferring the information to the cards or slips is sonething
whi ch can be done at hone, and soon there was a teamof about 20
people willing to work on this. Werever possible, 'slippers' chose
a road or part of a road, perhaps because they thenselves |ive
there, or are nenbers of a famly that |ived there in the |ast
century. They then keep to the sane area for a |l the census records.
Thi s can prove conplicated because the enunerators did not al ways
followthe same route. They mght go down one side of the road and
back on the other, or cross over several tinmes, and there nearly
al ways seemt o have been sonme houses |l eft out, and dealt with on a
second j ourney. The nuniber of people who noved either to or fromthe
village or into another part of it nakes identification of a part of
a road di fficult, but nost 'slippers' do have sone famlies whom
t hey can watch 'grow up'.

The front of the cards is planned so that researchers can pi ck
out individual pieces of information at a glance. So the name and
often a brief note of identity goes in the top left-hand corner,
wthupto fiverow of census infornation across the centre, and
t he date and place of birth at the bottom A conpleted card for
sonebody who lived in the same street in Eynshamthroughout the
peri od of the censuses could | ook |ike this:

MAKNN
John (s, of Thnmﬂ,g_)

£33 184 Acce Emd Sk Scholor
b5 (A3 1851 Acre End Sh former's boy
49 €9 1861  Acre Bnd Sk forw lak,
48 €80 IFF  Acre End Sk oy Trusser
L& £A1 188\ Acre Big gk (Hﬂina Ly Sovs
+ -~ lu.w_)

b. Cossinglon 1838
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In fact very few people would stay in the sane house or road all
their lives, and peopl e who noved to different parts of the village
wll finish with nore than one card. So when all the census records
have been 'slipped , the cards will be collected together, and the
"slippers' will have to relinquish their areas, but will then take a
| etter or letters of the al phabet that interests them The cards
w |l be sorted al phabetical |y and, where necessary, the infornation
from several cards wll be brought together. It should not be
difficult to establish that, for instance, the Thonas Smth |iving
wth his father in Abbey Street as a 7-year old 'scholar' in
1841, and helping himin his work as a cobbler in 1851, is the
sane Thormas Smth, nownarried and with two young chi | dren, working
as a cobbler and living in Queen Street in 1861.

In order to help with this identification, and to find other
detail s not given in the census returns, we have now started to
examne the parish regi sters. The infornation they give can be
I ncorporated in a nunber of ways. The bapti snal dates are useful
when, as not infrequently happens, there are discrepancies in the
ages given in the different censuses. There are a nunber of
children, too, whose lives did not extend to a census year, and who
would not otherw se be included. Many people died during the
forty years and if, for instance, John Mann had died in 1867, the
date of his death woul d be entered i nstead of the 1871 census entry.
The greatest help fromthe registers will probably cone fromt he
marriage records. Arls who narried and stayed in the village can
be cross-referenced, and those who |left can have a note of their
husband' s pl ace of residence inserted.

Exam nation of the parish registers revealed that less than hal f
t he century had been transcribed and i ndexed, so a vol unteer was
sought (and found!') to continue the transcripts to at |east the end
of the century. Wth the information collected by that stage,
we shoul d have a good record of al the famlies in the village.
Then other sources can be expl ored. The Nonconformst records have
proved di sappoi nting because, although there were both Mt hodi st
and Baptist congregations in Eynshamduring the last century, there
do not appear to be any persona records. But there are |ocal
directories which wll be helpful in locating individua houses and
famlies and | ocal newspapers can add itens of informati on.
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These can be put on the back of the card, where the | ayout need
not be standardi sed. Here details can be given of people who narried
several times - two or three narriages during a lifetine were not
uncommon in an age when death often cane early - or infornation
col lected frompeopl e whose famlies have | ong been in the village.
So we can gi ve background to the facts recorded on the fronts of the
cards, and build up afuller picture of lifein M ctorian Eynsham

The project is an exciting one. It involves people who have
never researched before and who, now their interest has been

ki ndl ed, are asking questi ons about houses, roads, 'their' famli es,
and nany other details of village life. W have di scovered trades,
such as sl op-nakers and rope w nders, that we never knew exi sted.
A d nanes for closes and | anes that seemto have di sappeared have
pronpted us to search themout, and those of us working on the
project are locking at our surroundings wth a new and nore
informed interest. Fnally we are assenbling a wealth of
information which will be invaluable not only to the denographer
but to anyone who w shes in the future to research or wite about a
variety of aspects of 19t h century Eynshamlife.

100 years ago

The early census returns showthat |arge nunbers were then enpl oyed
on the land; 'Ag. Lab.' (short for 'agricultural |abourer')
being the nobst common nmale occupation declared on the
returns.

The newspapers of the time nay provi de additi onal i nfornation.

For i nstance, 100 years ago, two 'Ag.l abs' died as a result of
simlar but separate accidents - falling off hayricks. In early July
1884, Thonas Styles fell and later diedin the Radcliffe Infirmary. A
week earlier Edward Miner fell on a Fiday, appeared to recover,
but by Monday was paral ysed. He was taken by cart to the Radcliffe
but died on the way at Cassington.
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100YEARSAGO

THE WESLEYAN CHAPEL, EYNSHAM
Origins, 1884

by Brian Atkins

The Bnsham H story Goup's 25th anni versary party wll take
place on My 18, 1984 in . Leonard's Church HA | in Thanes Sreet.
By a curious coinci dence this building vas erected 100 years ago, in
the sunmer of 1834. The followng brief account of its origins, as a
Vsl eyan Ghapel , is based largdy on alengthy article in the Gford
Gronicle and Berks and Bicks Gazette of June 7, 1884. | amgatef u
to Edna Mison for drawng ny attention to the cancidence ad to the
newspaper report.

For a year or two BynshamMthod sts had net in the Mssion Huse
(7] but, by 1884, this buildng was no | onger large enough for the r
needs. A site fao a new Wsleyan Gape was sought, £100 wes
rased |ocally, and the Connexial Fund was approached.

h the norning of Wit Nonday 1834, the children of the Vesl eyan
Sunday Schod paraded through the village and, in the afternoon, a
cerenony took place on a site in Thanes Sreet, acquired a a cost
of 200, considered to be 'dear’ but 'occupying a good position'.
The Chapel waes to be 'a brick structure wth stone dressings of the
ordi nary character, wth a classroomat the back'; and to be built
by M. WIkins of Eynshamat an estinated cost of £487. It wes to
seat 250 people.

Anong those present a the cerenony were the clerics High Rice
Hughes, Mcdonald Minro, J.Vélton, and J.Bond, and Messrs. Janes
Nx, Josiah Nx, Janes Boffin, W Sawer, Sauwhter (Ofod), Bayne
(Sroud), Wl ler (Brnngham, Haris, Danbury, etc.

The fornalities began wth a hynm and a prayer, followed by a
speech by the Rev. Hugh FRice Huighes,- "...when we cane to Bynsham
we as Methodists were the friends of all and the enemes of none.
If we cane here, it was not in any opposition to any ather kind of
Church ...But there were a nunber of persons in
Eynsham who desired that we should cone, and vwo went to no
other place of worship, and that was the reason".
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The foundation stone was laid by M. Wller of
Bi rm ngham and eight nenoria stones by other invited guests. 'A
nunber of Sunday School children then cane up with purses wth
various suns, whi ch they laid upon the stone bearing the date. An
el enent of anmusenent was here inparted into the proceedings by the
| ayi ng of a nunber of gui nea bricks'.

After a speech by the Rev.J.Bond (who remnded hi s audience t hat
John Wesl ey had preached his first sermon only two ml es anway at
Sout h Leigh, but as | ong ago as 1725), the assenbly adjourned to M.
Bl ake's barn 'where tea had been provided under the direction of M.
Boffin, and to which 500 sat down'.

After tea, and exhortations by the Rev. Hughes and the Treas-
urer, M. James N x, further funds anounting to £225 6s 10d were
coll ected or promsed which, added to the £227 2s 7d al ready
obtai ned, proved nore than enough to secure grants promsed fromt he
Gonnexial Fund. It only renmained to raise a further £122 10s
during the next ten years ... "less noney than they would
pay for the house they at present occupied at that tine".

The proceedi ngs then ended and 't hose who had cone from Oxford
returned by a specia train which, wth commendabl e foresight, had
been provi ded for the occasion'.

The building was erected w th renmarkable speed, and the first
service was held on Sept.1; the Rev. Hughes preaching. After tea,
M. Charles Early of Wtney presided at a public nmeeting whi ch was
addressed by Rev. Hughes, Rev. Macdonald Minro, WIIiam Phi pps,
Charl es Early, Janmes Nix and others.

In 1979 the Chapel was sold for 6,100 to the P.C C for use as
St. Leonard's Church Hall; it was refurbi shed i n 1980.

In nedieval tines Eynsham Abbey was no |ess anxious to attract
benefactions than was the Vsl eyan Chapel 100 years ago and is the Parish
Church today! In the 12th century Edith D Oyley, w fe of the founder of the
great (seney Abbey, gave to the Eynsham nonks one of her 'villeins',
together with his wife, children and all his cattle.

Match t hat, supporters of St. Leonard s Restorati on Appeal !
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ORAL HISTORY
MEMORIESOF EYNSHAM
Miss Swann's school

by Jean Buttrick (née Sawyer)

Just before the Second Wrld Vr, | was sent to a private school
whi ch was at Red Thorn House on the corner of MIIl Street and
New and Street. The nane of the teacher who ran the school was a
Mss Swann, very nmuch loved by all her pupils. The schoo
had two classroons. One was called the 'nusic' roomwhere we spent
nost of the norning reading and witing. The |arge one of the two
was nostly used for the afternoon |essons. We children had to
sit at snell wooden desks with little inkwells which had to be
filled up wth fresh ink every day. In the wnter nonths Mss
Snann woul d light a coal fire in the old grate which did not give
out nmuch heat, as | renenber being very cold in that cl assroom
But nevertheless | enjoyed every mnute at Mss Swann's
school .

The entrance (now bricked up) was at the begi nning of New and
Street (Fig.1) and we had to go through the | obby - at that tine it
was furnished with pegs for coats and hats - then into the small
music' room It was a very dark room In one corner stood M ss
Snann' s upright piano which had brass candl e hol ders at each side.
In the dark winter nonths she would |ight each candl e whi ch woul d
t hrow soft shadows over the little classroom

In the evenings Mss Swann woul d give piano |essons to |oca
children. In this roomthe desks were very long so that all of us
used to sit together in row, about fourteen in all. Mss
Swann would sit in an old Wndsor chair facing us. Sonetimes she
woul d read stories such as ' The Wnd in the Wl lows'.

In the sunmer nont hs we used to have sone of cur | essons outside in
her garden or sonetimes up in the orchard. W would all sit under
t he huge wal nut trees, no | onger there. In the sumrer nonths the
snmall orchard was singly covered all over with little white dai sies
and golden buttercups, with sonetines a cowslip or two.

Mss Smarmwas a snall |ady and very |ikeabl e. She woul d teach
us children all about plants and herbs. Ohce or twice a year we
would go for a ranble. The girls were particu arly fond of flowers
birds and insects. The small boys would go bird s nesting, or
el se
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col | ect nmushroons, sloes or blackberries to take honme to their
nothers. The thing that | |iked was to go around the fields to see
how many dog roses | could find, and to pick them By the tine we
had got back to school all the petals had dropped of f!

I n those days we chi ldren woul d gl ance out of the classroom
window to watch M. Banting's cows being driven down Ml
Street, around the school corner, down Newand Street, and into t he
farnyard to be mlked by the cowran, M. Jack Pinker. There was
not nmuch traffic at this tine, so no-one such worried about the
cows, or the carts carrying hay, swedes or dung that were part of
village life.

M ss Swann al so taught a | ot of Eynsham chil dren at Sunday
School, and she did a great deal for St. Leonard s Church. n
Ascension Day all the children fromher school had to go to the
Church for a snall service and, when it was over, back to the
school and try to wite down all that the Rev. Smith had told
us.

Al the children thought a ot of Mss Swann, and she showed
great ki ndness towards them M famly lived in MIl Street then,
two doors past Jen's shop (as it now is), so it was not far to
wal k to school. But the day cane when | had to | eave, which | did
wth nmuch sadness. | have to this day wonderful nenories of Mss
Snann's littl e school, and of the village as it used to be.

42 A I
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THE HISTORY OF THE EYNSHAM HISTORY GROUP

by Brian Atkins

Two series of lectures given under the auspices of the Wrkers'
Educational Association in 1950 and 1958 provided rmuch of the
inspiration to forma | ocal history organization, which officially
cane into being in early 1959, apparently with some 20 to 30
menbers.

O the occasion of its 25th anniversary it seens appropriate to
provide a brief sumary of the EHG's own history, culled fromol d
m nute books and files careful ly maintained by a successi on of
diligent secretaries!

Over the years, certain of our activities have rena ned essen-
tially unchanged. These include the fortnightly meetings, usually
with a guest speaker, held in Septenber, October, Novenber and
Decenber (our 'Autum term), and in January, February and March
(our "Wnter') term and our neeting ground - the
Bart hol omew School. VW have hel d approxi nately 280 neetings of
this kind, an average of eleven a year, which, for those who
enjoy statistical data, my be crudely classified into the
fol | owi ng groupi ngs: -

Dealing essentially with Eynsham................. . 23%
.with Oxford and/ or Oxfordshire.. 40%

..wWith other parts of the U K....14%

.With foreign parts...............87
Gt her tal ks, not classifiable geographically ...... 10%
Business only neetings................iiiii.....5%

QO gani zed outings (exclud ng 'wal ks'-see bel ow have nunbered
sone 75 an average of 3 per year. These have taken place usually,
but not al ways, during the sumrer nonths.

Between 1966 and 1969, five theatrica 'outings' were organi zed,
variously to Stratford, to t he M ayhouse, and to 'Son et Lumere'
productions at Bl enheim

Between 1967 and 1976, seven annual dinners were hel d, usually
I n January and, nore often than not, at the Swan Hotel . 9 nce 1977,
an annual w ne and cheese party has repl aced the di nner event, and
these parties have been held in the sports pavilion and in private
hones.
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Oficers of the EHG 195984

R esi dent

Gai rnen

\M ce- Ghal rnen

Scretaries

Treasurers

Scid Scretaries

M. H C D aoper

M. H C D Gooper
M.BRSreat
D.F.BAKins

M. C B. Jackson
Lady Ede Mlliers
M.BRSreat
M.P.Calton
M.AE Snth

D.F BAKkins
Ms. E. Mason

Ms. S B Jones
Ms. S How et t
Ms. J. Snth
Mss HM@oke

M. WE d eaver
M.A HR chards
D.F.BAKkins

Mss J. G don- Qunmings
M.MHaris

M. G A Bradl ey

M.HE F. e an
Ms. S How et t
Ms. S B Jones
voi d?
Ms. Fau kner
Ms. B Hastings
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Annual Iy since 1973, the ladies of the G oup have decorated
a wi ndow of the Parish Church for the July Fl ower Festi val .

G oup projects have included researching and publishing the
bookl et on the Sninford Toll Bridge (see Bibliography # 11), and a
| eaf | et of dates (#12); transcribing and indexi ng the census returns
(see article on page 27), and recordi ng the graveyard i nscri pti ons
(inprogress); and the mounting of a few snal | exhi bitions.

It is clear, however, that the success of the G oup over the
years has depended alnost entirely on the hard work of its
Secretaries and Social Secretaries (names overleaf) in naking
arrangenent s for speakers and outings. This is tinme-consum ng
Labour, requiring imagination and nuch correspondence and
t el ephoni ng.

Qur subscription has always been very nodest, rising (or
perhaps falling inreal terns!) from6s per annumin 1959 to £2 per
annumin 1983 4. Amninumof fornality, and hence of paperwork, has
kept costs low, and the mai n outgoi ngs have been the hire of our
neeting room and occasional expenses and fees for wvisiting
speakers.

| referred to organi zed wal ks, and these represent one way in
whi ch our activities have perhaps nost changed. Between 1959 and
1970 (when the Eynsham Society (CP.RE ) was founded) the EH G
acted as a sel f-appoi nted wat ch-dog on environnental natters. Thus
we find nmeniers carrying out some 25 wal ks al ong | ocal foot pat hs and
other rights of way, and reporting abuses to the authorities. In
addition letters were wittento MP.s, the Gounty Council, the
D strict Gouncil, and the. Parish Council on a variety of natters
such as proposals to develop the Nursery site (1964) and
the Vicarage orchard (1967 onwards); and to denolish Red Thorn
House (1964) and the last ancient barn in Back Lane (1963). In the
case of the barn, at least a carved coat of arns, orignally in
t he Abbey, was rescued and set above the door of the Barthol omrew
Room at the instigation of the EH G, and thanks to funds
provided by the late M. A. C. Coat es, then a nenber.

Sone of the worst horrors that threatened the village failed to
materi alize, for which we can, | think, take sone credit. Qher
projects went ahead despite the protests of the EHG, but it is
clear fromthe mnute books that muchpraiseworthy effort was
expended. Since about 1970, the Eynsham Society has rightly taken
over this watchdog rol e.
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Now for two or three interesting or anusing itens
in the old M nute books.

| was surprised to discover that in 1962 we anal gamated
with the Long Hanborough Hi stori cal Society.

A suggestion by the Parish Council to cel ebrate,
in 1971, Eynshamis first entry into recorded history
(" Egonesham’ A. D.571; Angl o-Saxon Chronicles) was rejected
by the History G oup on the chauvinistic grounds that the
event was a mlitary victory by the Saxons over the
British!

On 18 Nov. 1965, a talk by a M. Mss about his work
for the blind, was postponed because the school was 'in
t otal darkness owi ng to a power failure'!

I n 1960 the Group discussed the possibility of asking
speakers to deposit written versions of their talks.
What an archive that would have generated twenty-five
years on!

What now of the future? If the Eynsham Record becones
establ i shed as an annual publication, we shoul d enhance

our reputation in local history circles; and | hope
that our own journal wll inspire npbre nenbers to
research and Publish - indeed the Record wll not succeed

unless contri buti ons are forthcom ng!

One way in which we shoul d per haps be sonmewhat concerned
for the future arises fromthe present age distribution
of our nembershi p. Where are t he young | ocal historians
eager to carry on the torch? Should we not be doing
nore to attract young adults, even children, as
members, and thus to stimulate interest among the
next generation?

OBI TUARI ES

M ss Mar garet Foote: 1899-1983

Mar garet Foote, a menber of the E.H. G for many years,
had a l|ove for Ilocal history, and an especial
awareness of the historical importance of her home,
Lord's Farm It is entirely in character that she has
bequeathed the Latter, with adjacent cottages and barn,
to the Oxford Preservation Trust; her Abbey relics to
the County Museum at Wodstock; and her history
not ebooks and files to the E H G The latter include
not es taken at about 30 of our neetings betwen 1959 and
1977.

M.WE.Cleaver: 1888-1984

M . Cleaver, who cane to Eynshamin 1952, was our
Tr easurer from 1959 to 1974, when he was 85 years ol d.
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EYNSHAM BIBLIOGRAPHY Part 1

Sources for the local historian

compiled by Brian Atkins

This list gives references entirely or largely devoted
to Eynsham It is certain to be inconplete. Subsequent
number s of the Record wll provide supplenments which w |l
al so i nclude references of which Eynshamforns only a part.
Former and/or present nenmbers of the Eynsham Hi story
Group are denoted with an asteri sk.

1. Bainbridge, WIlliant. Eynsham Cross. Eynsham Parish
Council, 4pp. 1978.
W th draw ngs by Norman Hayes of the Cross as it
Is today, and as it nmay have |looked in the 14th
century.

2. Bainbridge, WIlliam. Visible remai ns of Eynsham
Abbey. Published privately, 4pp. 1980.
A description of surviving fragnments, many of
whi ch are incorporated in |later buildings.

3. Bainbridge, WIliam. Some notes on ' The Barthol onew
Room , Eynsham Unpubli shed manuscript, 1p. 1982.
-alias the Market House, Eynsham's nul tifunctional
bui | di ng!

4., Belston, Kingsley. The story of EynshamWarf (in two
parts). Oxford Tines, 1.3.1968 & 8.3.1968.
For nore than six centuries, Eynshamwas a tradi ng
port!

5. Bond, C.J. The Eynsham Abbey fishponds: a prelimnary
report and apprai sal. Unpublished typescript, 9pp
1979.

A summary of fish-farmng in the M ddle Ages,
and an assessnent of the Eynsham ponds, by a
field officer fromthe County Miseum
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10.

11.

12.

13.

Chanbers, E. K Eynshamunder the Monks. Oxfordshire
Record Society, Vol. 18, 125pp. 1936.

A major history based on the Cartulary (see
Salter, H E ), and ot her sources. Despite the
title, some pre- and post-Abbey history is

I ncl uded.

Cooper, H-.C D. The O d Manor House, Eynsham

Oxoni ensi a, 19 146-8, 1954.

An architectural description of the house standing
at the S.E. corner of 'Carfolks' until Dec. 1954.

Cooper, H.C.D.* The Saxon bound of Eynsham(in 2
parts). Top. Oxon. no.7, 13-16, 1961 and no. 16, 9-
10, 1970. An interpretati on of the ancient
boundary, with maps on the front and rear covers
respectively of the two nunbers.

Cooper, H C.D.* Eynsham Arnorial. Oxoniensia, 37
248, 1972. A description of carved coats of
arms, probably fromthe Abbey, and now set above
t he door of the 'Barthol onew Roomi; under the eaves
of 6, Abbey Street; and on nave truss corbels in
St andl ake Chur ch.

?Crui kshank, Mrs. Sonme account of the history
of Eynsham. Unpublished typescript. 50pp. Undat ed.
Aut horshi p and dat e uncertain, but various clues
suggest M's. Crui kshank, the doctor's wife,
writing sonetinme in the period 1928-36. A good
read, but not al ways accurate.

de Villiers, E.©- Swnford Toll -Bridge, 1769-
1969. Eynsham History G oup, 32pp. 1969.
The definitive history of the bridge over the Thames.

-- Eynsham Sone i nteresting and notable dates in
t he history of our village. EynshamH story G oup,
4pp. 1977.

A sinmple list of 60 dated events, with a copy of
the O S. map of 1876.

- Eynsham Conser vati on Area. West Oxfordshire District
Council, 4pp. Undat ed.

The Conservation Area, designated 23.10.1974, is
defined with the aid of a map. Planning policies
with respect to the area are listed.
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14.

15.

16.

17.

18.

19.

20.

21.

- Eynsham A nedi aeval town by t he Thanmes. Eynsham
Conservation Area Advi sory Commttee, 20pp. 1982.
Makes an i deal guide for a wal k round t he
historic parts of the vill age.

-Eynsham Morris. Published by Eynsham Morris, 8pp.
1983. An il lustrated panphlet about Eynsham s
Morris dancers, a fanpus village institution
probably nore than 250 years ol d.

- Eynsham Pari sh Records, including registers, vestry
m nut es, churchwardens', overseers' and charity
accounts and papers, benefice papers, printed
servi ce books and m scel | anea; sone as early as
1602, others as recent as 1976. Now
transferred fromthe Bodl ei an Li brary to the County
Record Office.

Goadby, F.R. L. Eynsham Pari sh Regi sters. Vol .|
Baptisns 1653-1766. Vol.Il Mrriages 1665-1755 &
Burials 1653-1766. Typed and bound transcriptions in
two vol unes.

Gordon, Eric’. The site of Eynsham Abbey: a historical
note. wwth Gay,M & Clayton,N (q.v.) Oxoni ensia, 43
105-8, 1978. See also apol ogy (wong Plate 1V, 1978),
Oxoni ensi a, 44 104, 1979.

Gr andsen, Antonia (Editor). The Customary of the
Benedi ctine Abbey of Eynshamin Oxfordshi re. Cor pus
Consuet udi nem Monasticarum, Vol .ll. Francis
Schmtt, Sieburg, 1963. The book of the custons of
t he Abbey.

Gray, Margaret. The Saxon settl enment at New Wnt | es,
Eynsham Oxf ordshire. In ' Anglo-Saxon Settl| ement
and Landscape', (Editor, T.Rowey). British

Ar chaeol ogi cal Reports, 6, 51-55, 1974.

A pastoral community with farnsteads 1/2 mle
north of the village.

Gray, Margaret & Clayton, Nicholas. Excavations on
the site of Eynsham Abbey, 1971. Oxoni ensia, 43 100-
122, 1978. A professional report based on sone trial
trenches.
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22,

23.

24,

25,

26.

27,

28.

29.

Harris, Mollie*. FromAcre End; Portrait of a
Village. Chatto & W ndus, London, 153pp. 1982.

Oral history related by 24 Eynsham i nhabi tants
born in the late 19th and early 20th centuries.

Fawkes, S.C & Gray, Margaret. Prelimnary note on

t he early Angl o-Saxon settlenent at New Wntl es
Farm Eynsham Oxoniensia, 34 1-4, 19609.

See al so Gray, M, 1974.

Janes, Joy. The story of Ensham National School ;
1846-1958. Unpubl ished typescript, 1l4pp. 19

It is hoped to publish this in a future nunber of the
Recor d.

Munby, J., Rodwell, K & Turner, H 'Eynsham in
"Historic towms in Oxfordshire: a survey of the
new county' (Editor, K. Rodwell), 109-116,
Oxfordshi re Archaeol ogi cal Unit, 1975. Chi efly of
val ue for its maps indicating the archaeol ogy,
t opography, age of buildings and |i sted
buil di ngs of the vill age.

Phil cox, M A. The Parish Church of Eynsham Church
Publ i shers, Ransgate, 8pp. 1958.

Despite its title, this little pamphlet deals
only with the Abbey, the Barthol omew School, and

t he workhouse (the | ast two havi ng been respectively
opened and denol i shed i n the year of writing, 1958).
For the Parish Church, see Wight, L., 1981.

Salter, H E. The Cartul ary of the Abbey of
Eynsham (2 vols.) Oxford Hi storical Society, Vols 49
& 51, 1907 & 1908. Transcri ptions of the Abbey
records (in Christ Church College library), with
extended prefaces and commentaries A major source.

Sawyer, Jean*. Our Shop. Published privately.
20pp.1977. Personal menories of the famly's
general store in New and Street, sadly denoli shed
in the early 1970s.

Sykes, John (Editor). EynshamLocal Pl an. West
Oxfordshire District Council, 1979. Vol.Il; Report of
Survey, 27pp. Vol.l11; Draft Report, 61pp. Contains a
weal th of contenporary factual information of all

ki nds, especially in Vol.lI.
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EYNSHAM HISTORY GROUP
Founded 1959

The EH G exists primarily to encourage studies in, and to pronote
know edge of the history of the village and parish of Eynsham
Oxon, by means of regular meetings (normally at |east ten), wth
invited speakers, during the w nter and spring; and occasional
outings during the sumrer.

New menbers are wel cone.

The current subscription is £2 per annum (excludi ng the Record).

Pl ease apply to the Secretary for further details.

Presi dent: M. H C. D Gooper
Murray House
Acre End St.
Eynsham
Chai r man: Dr.F. B. Atki ns Vi ce- Chai rman: Ms. E. Mason
8, Thornbury Rd. 26, John Lopes Rd
Eynsham Eynsham

Secretary: M ss H M Cooke Social Secretary: Ms. B.Hastings

4, Abbey Street 6, Tilgarsley
Eynsham Rd.
Eynsham

Treasurer: M. G A Bradley
3, New and St.
Eynsham
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