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NEWS

Freshly picked for Eynsham Carnival 2016 – see page 16. Back row, L-R: Summer Davis, Queen Trinity Davis, Deputy Tara
Humphris, Mya Joseph-Smith; front L-R Daisy Wheeler, Cory Wilkins. Photo © Paul Berry
The gardening, sport and social calendars are well
under way this month, with a flavour the village can be
proud of (see page 12). We bring you recent highlights
(page 8) and treats to come (pages 13, 16) – thanks
to their committed supporters, they just get better
every year. There’s another great chance to explore
community offerings on 18 June as well (page 18).
More weighty matters are not neglected (pages 3,
6-7) – please spare them a thought, when you can. We
can all make a difference to Eynsham’s future, it isn’t
written yet.
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Ready to roll

Another good read

Your annual round-up from the Eynsham News team

Hill End image © Priscilla Waugh, story from John Blackie:
01865 862707 or email johnrblackie@aol.com
What’s green, has two wheels and goes ‘ding’? A
cyclist spending the evening and morning of 4–5
June, enjoying a night-time view of London that few
ever see, on a London Nightride for the B4044
community path.
Bike Safe riders are raising money for a brilliant
environmental cause while achieving something great
for themselves – and their community. All proceeds
support the B4044 Eynsham/Botley community path.

A very warm welcome to new readers and contributors,
advertisers and sponsors – and regular supporters too
– as Eynsham News embarks on a fourth successful
year. We can’t do it without you.
Our arrangements are simple, though very finely
balanced. The package depends entirely on community
goodwill. Everything you see was inspired, written,
snapped or delivered by local residents. Our only costs,
for layout and printing, are covered by local businesses.
Thanks to this amazing partnership, Eynsham News is
‘free’. We even pass on small amounts to local charities
/ good causes from time to time – though recent rises
in costs have presented quite a challenge to our budget
and our treasurer.
Will you join us? We would like to build a team
of content contributors – gardening, puzzles, reviews,
sport, wildlife or whatever – to keep the publication
fresh. We are proposing regular meetings, starting at
The Newlands on Monday 13 June at 19:30. Do come
along.
EYNSHAM NEWS is published by a local, not-forprofit voluntary group, set up solely to produce a
community newsletter of broad general appeal.
Free delivery to every household is arranged by
volunteers. Eynsham News is also online, for family
and friends around the country and overseas:
visit http://issuu.com/eynsham1/
Local stories, snaps and snippets are always welcome.
Next issue will be out on 25 July – copy deadline
Friday 8 July.
• Editor Joan Stonham, 28 Beech Road Eynsham:
		 OX29 1LJ: eynsham.news@gmail.com
• Distribution coordinator Pam Breeze: 01865 880725
• Advertising/sponsorship Sandy Hellig: 07551 876285,
		email sandy.hellig@gmail.com
• Treasurer Tom Smith: thomassmithwm@gmail.com
Opinions expressed by contributors are not necessarily
those of the News Group. Inclusion of an advertisement
does not imply endorsement of the product,
service or event.

STOP PRESS: The Royal British Legion collection
at the toll bridge last bank holiday was a great success
despite some afternoon downpours. My family, friends
and several members of Eynsham RBL turned up to  
collect & count money, supply food, drinks, banners &
poppies and persuade any reticent motorist. As always
the public were very generous, so on behalf of myself,
Ben and the Legion we would like to thank the Toll
Bridge owners for the opportunity and the public for
continued support. Paul Hayes
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creating a Neighbourhood Plan for Eynsham
Another update from Richard Andrews: 01865 880106/
email richard.andrews@eynsham-pc.gov.uk
This month our thanks go to all those who joined us on
14 April for our most recent consultation event which
attracted 97 people. The meeting was a resounding
success; the energy, commitment and collaboration in
the room can be seen in our video summary at
http://bit.do/AprilMeetingVideo
We’ve noted a combination of new
ideas and issues raised previously and
there is still strong general support for
sharing the benefits of living in Eynsham
with new residents as long as we don’t
destroy those benefits in doing so.
The Neighbourhood Plan is made up of
four main documents:
•

•

•

•

Sustainability Assessment
(SA) – a village database
from sources such as census
data and consultations which
sets the context for the plan
and sets the criteria against
which particular development
options will be judged
Consultation Analysis – a summary of
all the village consultations so far with
cross-reference to the SA and to the
Development Policies documents
Development Policies – the rules which
will apply to all new developments defining
what is and what is not permitted under a
wide range of headings from design and
landscape through education, transport,
retail and matters specific to individual
development locations.
Site Assessment Options – presents a
number of possible sites which are being
considered for development and how they
rate against the criteria set out in the SA
above.

These are readily accessible through the Parish website
at http://bit.do/EynshamNP There is also a paper
copy in the Library.
We do need as many comments as we can get and
are very appreciative of all residents and groups who
have contributed so far. You can keep up to date as
well as comment on our Facebook page or send us
your views to eynsham.futures@gmail.com
We are also getting good cooperation from
West Oxfordshire District and Oxfordshire County
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Councils which will be helpful in getting a formal draft
of our plan prepared in the next couple of months.
Once this is done we have more chance of seeing off
developments which threaten to put more traffic onto
village roads and mean Primary School children being
bussed to schools outside the village while still not
meeting the need for enough houses.

Eynsham churches

Contacts

ST LEONARD’S CHURCH OF ENGLAND
Vicar: The Revd Morey Andrews 01865 881323
Curate: Revd Kath Cooke 01865 881366
Church Office & Secretary: Jan Macdonald
21 High Street 01865 883325
email stleonards_stpeters@btconnect.com
SUNDAY SERVICES
Holy Communion 09.00, Morning Service 10:45,
Evening Service 18:00
WEEKDAYS Monday Prayer Meeting 07:00,
Wednesday Communion 09:30

Allotments: John & Sara Bannister, 01865 880324
Bartholomew School: Witney Road, 01865 881430
Carnival: Clive & Kathie Tanner, 01865 880994
Chemist: Lloyds Pharmacy 64 Acre End Street,
01865 881283
Childcare: Health Visitors, 01993 881887
Chiropody: Baptist Church Hall 2nd Monday,
01865 880871
Dentists: 4 Cassington Road, 01865 880047
Dogs:
WODC, 01993 861020 - see page 9
Electoral Services: WODC, 01993 861410
Fire Station: Station Road, 01865 881337;
emergencies 999
Flooding: early warning 0345 988 1188; sandbags
WODC 01993 861000 (out of hours 0845 3039706)
Gas: enquiries 0845 835 1111, leaks 0800 111 999
Grass Cutting: Parish Council, 07956 901622
Hazeldene Close: open space and street lights
Remus Management Ltd, 0121 766 1480
Library:
30 Mill Street, 01865 880525 - plus wi-fi
Market: St Leonard’s Church Hall, 01865 880928
Medical Centre: Conduit Lane, 01865 881206
Noise:
WODC, 0845 3039706 (24 hours)
Pest Control: WODC, 01993 861060
Planning: applications WODC 01993 861420
Play Areas: Parish Council, 07956 901622
Playing Fields: Management Committee Sue Brown,
01865 464267
Police: Village Hall Back Lane, incident  reporting 101,
emergencies 999
   
Post Office: 39 Mill Street, 01865 881159
Primary School: Beech Road, 01865 881294
Recycling: District Council, 01993 861025
Road Repairs: Oxfordshire Highways, 0845 310 1111
– emergency reports only
Social Care (OCC): 0845 050 7666,
emergencies 0800 833408
Sports Centre: Back Lane, 01865 731090
Street Cleaning: WODC 01993 861020
Street Lights: 24 hour fault line 0800 317802 - page 8
Toilets: Back Lane Car Park, 01249 822063
Waste Collection: WODC, 01993 861020

ST PETER’S CATHOLIC CHURCH
www.stpeterseynsham.org.uk
Parish Priest: Father Mark Lagorio 01865 881613 /
stpeterschurcheynsham@gmail.com - see page 15
Retired Priest: Fr Martin Flatman 07719 646790
SUNDAY SERVICE Sunday Mass 10:00
Saturday Mass of Sunday 19.30,
Tuesday Holy Hour 16:30, Benediction 17:05
EYNSHAM BAPTIST CHURCH
Minister: Revd Zoltan Biro 01865 881670
Church telephone / answerphone: 01865 882203
Church Secretary: Denise Launchbury,
82 Shakespeare Road 01865 881128 /
eynsham.baptists@btinternet.com
Church Treasurer: Bob Thiele 01865 426203
SUNDAY SERVICE with Junior Church 10:30; Songs of
Praise 2nd Sunday of month 15:00.

Greens Funeral Services
Established 1866
AN INDEPENDENT FAMILY
OWNED BUSINESS
Five generations of experience,
offering a dignified 24 hour
service, with our personal
attention to detail.
Private Chapels of Rest

Halls for hire

Directors:
Annie and Ian Green
21 High Street Eynsham
Tel: 01865 880837
8 Bridge Street Witney
Tel: 01993 776486

Golden Charter pre-paid plans available
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Baptist Church Hall:
07900 066471
Bartholomew Room/Sports Pavilion: 07956 901622
Music Room:
07971 529242
Primary School Hall:
01865 881294
Red Lion:
01865 882903
Scout Hall:
01865 881787
Social & Sports Club:
01865 881234
St Leonard’s Hall:
01865 880107
Tolkien Room & garden:
01993 881487
Village Hall:
01865 881624
White Hart Function Room:
01865 883093

Golden oldies

Local councils
EYNSHAM PARISH COUNCIL (EPC)
Richard Andrews (Vice-Chair): 01865 880106
Jane Baldwin: 01865 435129
Gordon Beach (Chairman): 01865 880979
Andrew Bickley: 01865 884496
Sue Brown: 01865 464267
Patricia Crowley: 01865 731303
Peter Emery: 01865 731199
Ross Macken 01865 882415
Andy Mosson: 01865 880889
Sue Osborne: 01865 880285
Nick Relph: 01865 464264
Dennis Stukenbroeker: 01865 880609
Mark Zumbuhl: 01865 422207
Email formula: firstname.lastname@eynsham-pc.gov.uk
PARISH CLERK Rachel Faulkner, 1 Glovers Close
Woodstock OX20 1NS: 07956 901622
email epc.clerk@eynsham-pc.gov.uk
OXFORDSHIRE COUNTY COUNCIL (OCC)
Charles Mathew: 01865 882205
County Hall: 01865 792422
WEST OXFORDSHIRE DISTRICT COUNCIL
Peter Emery: 01865 731199
Edward James: 01865 731009
Peter Kelland: 01865 880028
Council Offices: 01993 861000

We’d like to use this space to celebrate local businesses
that have weathered the storms and stuck with us – as
have we with them.
If the idea appeals to you, please send us a logo (if
you have one) and tell us about your journey; and we’ll
give you a little splash for free. Our contact details are
on page 2.
We’d be equally interested to hear from sole
traders, or businesses on the industrial estates, but
here’s a short list for starters… over to you.
•
•
•
•
•
•

EHS Plant Hire (34 years)
Evenlode DIY (40 years)
Oxford Industrial Finishers (30 years)
P Bruno Car Repairs (26 years)
Rainbow House (39 years)
Talmage’s Domestic Appliances (33 years)

PELLMANS

Every vote counts

Your Local Solicitors

Business and Employment Law

Contracts, Legal Compliance and Disputes

Property

Buying and Selling Homes,
Commercial and Agricultural

Wills, Probate and Trusts

Tax Planning and Lasting Powers of Attorney
It worked for Eynsham Allotments Association (image ©
Graham Treadwell, above) and it’s not over yet. The EU
referendum – the big one – takes place on 23 June.
If you are not already registered, you need to apply no
later than 8 June – it takes only a couple of minutes.
Find your National Insurance (NI) number first, then
call the District Council on 01993 861410 or visit
www.gov.uk/register-to-vote
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01865 884400
www.pellmans.co.uk
1 Abbey Street, Eynsham, Oxford OX29 4TB
Home visits and evening appointments available

Public
services

elderly or disabled but under the Transport Act 1985
is not obliged to provide subsidised transport services
and is entitled to take lack of funds into consideration.
The OCC Dial-a-Ride service ended in April 2016.

End of the line for buses
Dennis Stukenbroeker – parish transport representative

The 11 and 18 buses through Eynsham are expected
to stop running in July.
Oxfordshire County Council will end its subsidies to
118 bus routes in the county on 20 July. The decision,
taken by the OCC Cabinet on 15 March as part of the
county council’s severe budget cuts, will withdraw all
OCC support for the buses to coincide with the end
of the 2015-16 school year.
The 18 bus service, which runs from Bampton to
Oxford and is the only bus service for local villages
such as Standlake, Northmoor, Stanton Harcourt and
Sutton, is run by bus operator Stagecoach but fully
subsidised by OCC.
Stagecoach is expected to confirm its intentions to the
county council in May, but has told Eynsham Parish
Council that the 18 route was not viable without the
£118,000 annual subsidy from the county council.
The route carries 54,000 passengers a year and would
have to triple passenger numbers to be a commercial
service.
The 11 service from Witney to Oxford, which
serves North Leigh, Freeland and Long Hanborough
as well as Eynsham, is also run by Stagecoach. This
route was previously subsidised but taken into
commercial operation by Stagecoach in 2014. The bus
operator has told Eynsham Parish Council that the
result was ‘disappointing’ and the route was in ‘critical
condition’ and would be reviewed in June. While the
Eynsham to Oxford link was profitable, the Witney to
Eynsham part of the route was losing money.
Stagecoach said it was coming up with a ‘new
package’ in June for the S1, S2 and S7 buses, which are
fully commercial and not affected by the OCC cuts.
This may also affect all or part of the 11 route.
OCC says it is working on a pilot programme to try
and make better use of its own fleet of public service
vehicles to pick up some of the service cuts caused
by the withdrawal of bus subsidies, but has yet to
finalize any details. The county council has a legal duty
to provide transport facilities to certain groups such
as some schoolchildren. OCC says it is considering
providing students with bus passes to ride on public
buses which, it says, may make some services more
commercially viable.
OCC also has a legal duty to have regard to the
transport needs of members of the public such as the
6

A new website was commissioned in March, following
months of discussion with users; we are most grateful
for their input and look forward to a happy outcome
soon. You’ll find it vastly easier to get around and
open as never before – for posting your photos and
reviews or sharing via social media. Local groups and
businesses will be able to manage their own entries
and add their events to the central diary too. It will be
tablet and smartphone-friendly, of course. Enquiries
to Joan Stonham: online@eynsham-pc.gov.uk

Long road for the A40

Dennis Stukenbroeker – Chair, Planning Committee
Oxfordshire County Council provided an update on
the A40 to Eynsham Futures, the Parish Council’s
neighbourhood plan steering committee, on 19 April
2016.
As reported in December – January 2016 Eynsham
News, the Parish Council was very disappointed by
OCC’s approach to its Investing in the A40 proposals
for changes as part of its Science Transit project to
promote high tech development in the county. The
2015 county consultation provided little information
on the unfunded proposals for alternative transport,
or the A40 project which does have £35 million from
the government-backed Local Growth Fund.
Many of the changes to the A40 would directly
affect Eynsham and its future development but parish
councillors were told at the time that the county’s
consultants were instructed to not take the impact on
Eynsham into consideration.
County officer Odele Payne, who previously
addressed the parish council, and Bev Hindle, Deputy
Director for Strategy and Infrastructure at OCC,
said that the consultant’s study would finish in May
2016 and would go to the OCC Cabinet on May 24
2016 with the papers available to residents on the
OCC website (www.oxfordshire.gov.uk) from 17 May.
If approved by the Cabinet, there will be another
public consultation in December 2016 with a view to
finalising the design in 2017. The A40 alterations are
then expected to be operational by 2020.
Mr Hindle indicated that while the other
proposals, such as rail, light rail or guides buses, were
being considered there was little likelihood of these
going ahead. This included a dual carriageway around
Eynsham, previously abandoned by the Department

of Transport in the early 1990s. The proposed bus
lane to the Swinford toll bridge was also likely to be
delayed, at best.
OCC still has not decided where to place the
proposed Eynsham park & ride for up to 1000 cars on
the A40. During the last consultation many residents
queried the siting of a park & ride at Eynsham if most
commuters came from Carterton and Witney and
OCC’s aim was to get cars off the A40 and get people
on public transport as soon as possible. Mr Hindle
said there was a balance on how far a commuter bus
could go.
The OCC Cabinet minutes for July 2015 disclosed
that the OCC park & ride would charge for parking.
Some Eynsham residents have expressed concern that
the park & ride would attract commuters to Eynsham
to catch the bus to Oxford, but who would then park
in village streets to avoid the parking charge. This is
already a problem in some Eynsham streets.

wall and he will deposit piles of stone at intervals
along the section we have chosen, on the other side
of the barbed wire fence. The plan is to take down
the dilapidated part of the section, repair it (including
any ground clearance necessary to remove nettles, ivy,
roots, etc.) and rebuild it to a height of around 4 feet.
We’ve chosen a section about 2–3 metres long
whose base looks fairly stable. It was really interesting
and encouraging to hear from Tim what he thinks we
can achieve, and to get an impromptu lesson in dry
stone walling.
We are hoping to form some working parties to
start the rebuilding project later in the year. It will
not be a quick job by any means, but it will be very
interesting for those who’d like to learn the skill
of dry stone walling, and it should lead to a great
improvement in the look and stability of at least some
(or parts of some) of the walls at the Fishponds. Look
out for some dates nearer to summer!

Our great outdoors

FOOTPATHS: “Whereas jets and the Internet collapse the
planet, walking expands it and returns to the walker a sense
of proportion and the intimacy of its appeal to the senses” –
Charles Wilkins, Walk to New York

Sue Osborne – Chair, Fishponds & Footpaths Committees

We have received some comments about the effects
that the presence of travellers is having on bridlepath
206/31 next to the Esso/Tesco garage. Please feel
free to let us know of any problems, or contact Peter
Gammond, Traveller Site Officer at Oxfordshire &
Buckinghamshire Gypsy & Traveller Services, who is
continuing to monitor the situation: peter.gammond@
oxfordshire.gov.uk
I haven’t much else to report on Eynsham’s
network of footpaths and rights of way for this issue,
though our committee members will have inspected
them all by the end of summer so that we can report
any obstacles, etc., to Oxfordshire County Council for
action. Spring is now upon us, the buds are burgeoning
and hopefully the mud will start to dry out soon! Enjoy
your walks.

All Council contact details are listed on page 5.

FISHPONDS: During a working party on 20 March
we cleared a narrow section of blackthorn in order to
create a viewpoint across the pond itself, into which
we embedded some tree stumps to be used as seating.
I hope you enjoy the view!
A meeting was arranged with garden designer
David Rivalin and dry stone waller Tim Jordan to
discuss the possibility of rebuilding a short stretch
of dry stone wall which runs along the north path at
the Fishponds. David is doing some work to demolish
an old wall on the private land beyond the Fishponds
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The sun came out for this year’s Primary School parade around
the village – image © Ian White

Eynsham Dental Care

EYNSHAM COMMUNITY PRIMARY SCHOOL
has a vacancy for a governor. We are part of the
recently-formed Eynsham Partnership Academy
(EPA), with Bartholomew secondary school and the
other primary schools which feed into Bartholomew.
As a governor you would work as part of a team
for a term of office of up to four years. There are 5–6
full governing body meetings per academic year and
all governors are also required to join one of three
committees which meet termly, six times a year.
We would like to hear from anyone who is
interested in supporting their local primary school
or anyone from outside the area who has the time
for this. We would be particularly interested to hear
from those with expertise or skills in the areas of
premises/buildings management and planning. We
are not seeking people with education sector expertise
(although these would not be precluded) and do not
currently require any more parent governors as we
have a good range of both of these and we try to keep
a broad balance within the governing body.
Being a governor is very interesting and rewarding
as well as occasionally challenging and requiring a
time commitment. If you would like to apply, please
contact the Chair of Governors, Dr Kirstie McKenzieMcHarg, via email in the first instance on kirstie@
kirstiemcmc.com

KAVANAGHS
CHARTERED ACCOUNTANTS

Are you looking for an award winning
local firm of chartered accountants to deal
with your tax, accountancy, VAT or payroll
affairs? We offer free consultations, fixed
fees and flexible working hours to meet
your needs. Give Jan or Kevin a call now
on 01865 883597, or check out our new
website at
CREATING SMILES IN WEST OXFORDSHIRE
Tooth Whitening

Large Free Car Park

Dental Implants

Free NHS care for under 18s

www.kavanaghsaccountants.co.uk
jankavanagh@btconnect.com
1 Abbey Street
Eynsham
OX29 4TB

Telephone 01865 880047
www.eynshamdentalcare.com
4 Cassington Road, Eynsham, OX29 4LF
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Man’s best friend?

Road closure

One year I may not need to raise this, but it will not be
anytime soon. We have seen little or no improvement
recently despite all efforts with the WODC dog
warden. The fouling, particularly on our playing fields,
remains a constant problem; and we do not appear to
be winning. The sight of people driving up, opening
the car door and allowing a dog to run over the field
with absolutely no control is depressing. May I remind
all residents:

Acre End Street, Mill Street, High Street and Lombard Street
will be closed from 31 May – 3 June, ‘to facilitate carriageway
resurfacing works’

Gordon Beach – Parish Council Chairman

•
•
•

Dogs are not permitted on the North Field
(the one with the new play area and toilets).
On the South Field (with the Pavilion) dogs
are allowed only along the footpath down the
western side and must be on a lead at all times.
Dogs may be released in the Fishponds,
but clearly owners are still responsible for
removing any fouling.

It all seems so simple, but negligence is making this
lovely area of the village a horrible place to go. You
would like to believe that it is only a few inconsiderate
owners but the “few” seem to make a lot of mess. I
would renew my appeal to public-spirited residents to
name and shame the repeat offenders.

More information from Ron Hollis (07770 466237) or any
member of our local police team
Our efforts for stopping pavement parking are now
in force; although we won’t catch everyone we will try.
First warnings may be a windscreen sticker, telling the
offender that ‘pavements are for people’ or a warning
letter giving a similar message. However please bear
in mind that this sort of obstruction can lead to a
prosecution for obstruction.

Limited access will be maintained for emergency
service vehicles and for frontages within the closed
section of road, subject to the progress of the works.
SUGGESTED ALTERNATIVE ROUTE: via Witney
Road, Spareacre Lane, Mill Street, Thames Street and
vice versa.
The “No Waiting” restriction means that wherever
there are in place yellow “No Waiting” cones, you will
not be able to park vehicles on the highway.
PLEASE NOTE: The “No Waiting” restriction
also applies to Spareacre Lane which is part of the
diversion route.

EYNSHAM POST OFFICE – NEWS / MAGAZINES
39 Mill Street, Eynsham OX29 4JX: 01865 881159
Mon - Fri 09:00 – 17:30, Saturday 09:00 – 12:30
Free personal banking with all major banks
Business banking with Co-op – Santander –Barclays – Clydesdale – BOI
Foreign Currency / Euros & Dollars, Travellers’ Cheques
Travel Money Card Plus – 0% commission
Passport and ID photos; Passport Check & Send; on the spot
Travel Insurance; Motor Vehicle Licence; Rod Licence
Mobile E-Top-Up & Vouchers – International Calling Cards
Gift Vouchers / Postal Orders / MoneyGram – Parcel Force
Cards / Stationery / Toys / Dry Cleaning / Laundry
Fax / Photocopy  – Video Transfer
National / Health Lottery – Free 24 hour ATM
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BEECH COURT NURSING HOME
“a home from home”
for your elderly relations

Home front

It’s called SWAP SHOP… but you don’t have to actually
swap anything, says Eleanor Chance. Contact her on 01865
881095 or email emdc@btinternet.com

37 Newland Street, Eynsham OX29 4LB
Tel: 01865 883611

COMPUTER PROBLEM?

NEED HELP BUT CONFUSED BY THE CHOICE?
WE CAN DO EVERYTHING FOR YOU AND HAVE 30 YEARS OF WORKING
WITH PEOPLE AND THEIR COMPUTERS.
FRIENDLY ADVICE AND A DISCOUNT FOR EYNSHAM RESIDENTS
BROADBAND & PHONE PROBLEMS SORTED
AND WE DO MACS TOO!
RING BOB ON 01865 880600 / 07768 732123

Bring any unwanted articles, take away anything you
fancy, do one or the other, or both – you don’t need
to bring anything to take something. Swap Shop is
brought to you by Eynsham Area Waste Watchers,
part GreenTEA. The volunteer helpers, a dozen or so,
run two events a year in Eynsham, spring and autumn.
Our spring swap was held on 19 March and nearly
500 kg of very miscellaneous stuff was saved from
landfill or incineration. In fact just one car load went
to Dix Pit.
Though we no longer accept TVs, computers, or
printers we are happy to take other electrical items.
These are PAT-tested by a qualified volunteer before
being put out for swapping. Find yourself a new kettle,
iron, crock-pot, or hair straighteners. Anything that
fails the test is taken by us for recycling. At the end of
the morning any remaining items are taken to charity
shops. You can find anything from garden furniture to
LPs, clothes, toys, puzzles, teapots, wallpaper…
Swap Shop is brilliant for finding bits for projects
and DIY. If you have a large item (furniture, ladders
etc) bring along a photo and we will display it. It’s all
entirely free (donations are, of course, welcome) so do
come to our autumn Swap Shop in September.

Can we help?
•

Whole Voice

unlock the potential of your natural voice
A great way to develop yourself, your voice production and your singing ability.
One-to-one – voice workshops – group work
for schools – businesses – charities – therapists

•
•

Web: www.annelryan.co.uk    Telephone: 01865 880858
FaceBook: Anne L Ryan   Twitter: @movingtone    LinkedIn: Anne L Ryan

Bartholomew Educational Foundation and
Eynsham Consolidated Charity:
Robin Mitchell, 20 High Street, OX29 4HB
robinmitchell255@gmail.com
Eynsham Car Scheme
(transport to clinics, etc): 07469 764174
Eynsham Good Neighbour Network:
07443 564516

We welcome applications from the local community.
Support can be provided in the form of a monetary
grant to an individual or a group, or in the form of
hands-on help. A recent example is our involvement
in improving access around the Fishponds, where we
provided a grant of £3,000 and also joined with other
volunteers in carrying out the hard labour involved.
More information from Ron Feasey: 07901 944472/
rgfeasey@gmail.com

MILL STREET EYNSHAM
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Eynsham Record
Support for Clean for the Queen on Sunday 24 April
was somewhat disappointing. We had two extra pickers
plus a little girl who was working towards a Brownie
badge. I’m sure it wasn’t because you don’t care about
litter around the village – I know some of you do
collect it on your own, for which we must all be very
grateful. Somehow we need to encourage others (you
know who you are) not to use our streets to dispose of
their rubbish but to take it home or place it in the bins
provided! Many thanks to Celia below for her support.
Pam Breeze: 01865 880725 /pam@crazybreeze.com

A Sunday morning stroll
Celia Davies takes along her rubber gloves & bin bags

Cassington Road is an asset for Eynsham – a quiet
tarmac road of less than a mile, running alongside
fields, ditches and hedgerows, it is a real boon for dogwalkers, cyclists, families with pushchairs and toddlers
and those who find the unevenness of our many
footpaths too much of a challenge. It serves a number
of drivers of commercial vehicles too as a quiet spot
for a lunch or coffee break. But in late March it was
not looking good. The Council had responded to
complaints about fly tipping. Dumped items, once
reported, had been quickly removed. But the litter was
mounting up.
Eynsham litter pickers do a great job every month,
but sadly, there is plenty more to do. Two of us decided
on an experiment. If we spent just one hour litterpicking, what could we achieve? We got as far as the
parking spot and beyond – a matter of just under 300
yards to the footpath sign and another 300 yards back.
We filled three bin bags. There were drinks cans,
bottles (both spirits and beer), food wrappers, cigarette
packets plus one single shoe, a once white trainer. We
marvelled at the rubbish carefully placed in a plastic
bag – then thrown in the ditch; and also at the dog
poo, correctly in its bag, tied up and, with the bin yards
away, just tossed in the ditch as well! There was one
banana skin, but nothing else degradable.
We asked several people to guess how many cans
we removed. ‘Ten’ said one person, ‘no, more like 30’
said another. The final count was NINETY-SEVEN!
Holsten Lager in its bright yellow and green livery is
by far the favourite of the Cassington Road litter louts.
All this was in just one quarter of the total distance
of that peaceful stretch of road. This hour opened
our eyes to what an enormous job litter-picking is, and
how important our litter pickers are. What more can
we do to stop this destruction of our environment at
source?
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Image © William Bainbridge, 1905
Our latest issue – in full colour – is mainly themed
around Newlands, which had its 800th anniversary last
year. There is also an article on Hearnes’ sketches of
the Abbey, some notes on Spareacre Cottage, and then
for some more recent history there is an interview with
Arthur Biggers the baker, so hopefully something of
interest for everyone. Copies are on sale in  Eynsham
Library and Evenlode DIY, price £3.50. Cat Foster

Hats off to...
CARBON HEROES: Well done to all those young
detectives for spotting the intruders who sneaked
into Eynsham shop windows over Easter. GreenTEA
would especially like to congratulate the joint
competition winners, Emma aged 7¾ and Logan aged
9. Both are also to be commended for their imaginative
ideas when they couldn’t spot the genuine intruder.
The correct answers were Evenlode DIY – a
wooden bus; Harrisons Café – a packet of seeds; Abbey
Rentals – insulation foil; Natural Bread – woolly hat;
Golsby butchers – LED light bulb; Talmages – broad
bean seedling; Mille Fleurs – jar of local honey; Post
Office – 2 wooden pegs; Market Garden – electricity
monitor; Eynsham Cellars – darning wool and needles;
Library – walking pole; Emporium – draught proofing
tape; Crackerjax – bottled blackcurrants; Old Forge
Pottery – solar powered model windmill; Charity Shop
– jar of dried beans & lentils. Helena Nielsen

Lord’s Farm
Oxford Preservation Trust’s open evening on 28 April
was very well attended; thanks for all your positive
comments. Director Debbie Dance will be returning
in the autumn to speak in detail about the project and
other OPT work in the area – more details to follow.

Over to you

Many thanks to Diana Forster – whose moving account of
her mother appeared in our last issue – for conjuring warmth
and sunshine out of a rather dreary spring. As usual, you
can download a full-size version from the Colouring Corner at
Eynsham Online.

Perspectives

We are grateful to Marcus and Alicia Berg for sharing this
reaction to our village
Our family has had the opportunity to stay in Eynsham
these past two months and we feel very grateful that
we chose this village as a base ... We have spent many
years living in different countries but have never
experienced such a unique community as Eynsham.
What makes this village so special is a combination
of great local shops and services (we have never had
such fun buying a light bulb, bottle of wine or cup of
coffee) and friendly people who care about this village
and invited us into their homes and to join activities,
though we were only here a short time.
Eynsham is a place where you feel everyone counts
and that you can play a role in village life, whether you
buy goods and services from a local business, join an
interest group, volunteer, or just take the time to talk to
people in the bus line or at the store. In today’s world,
where things are increasingly busy and impersonal,
places like Eynsham are a rare treasure.
Not everyone was keen on smartening up the village in aid of
certain 90th birthday celebrations, however…
I have just read the latest edition of the Eynsham
parish magazine & have to say that I am not happy
with the assumption that everyone who lives in the
village is a royalist. I am a member of a group called
Republic campaign, our aim is that by means of an
e-petition raised in parliament, debate, lobbying mp’s
etc. will bring about the abolishment of the british
monarchy, with mrs Windsor being replaced by a
democratically elected head of state ! Name withheld

Shaun Rowland
Building Contractors Ltd
Family run business est. 1989
Covering all aspects of construction work
Small works, Extensions, Renovations, Loft conversions,
New builds (NHBC registered builder)
For a free quotation or advice - Telephone: 07957 360516
Email: shaun_rowland@icloud.com
For more information please visit our website
www.shaunrowlandbuilding.co.uk
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Skatepark progress
Sue Hunt reports

We have had a bit of delay in the build due to planning
permission, but hopeful come end June you should
see the concrete lorries move in – transforming the
skate park from the current expanse of concrete…

FRONT GARDENS COMPETITION: an update
and call to action from Sandra Jinks – 01865 880835

All streets in Eynsham are being viewed for gardens
that impress us together with house and business
frontages. The preliminary judging by ourselves will
take place from 23 May to 2 June, ready for final
judging on 3–4 June. We are thrilled to announce our
final judge as Stephen Baughan of Aston Potteries.
Announcements of winners will be included in the
Open Gardens programme 11 & 12 June, in the
next Eynsham News, at Eynsham Online and on
village notice boards. A presentation of trophies and
certificates will be held on Community Day 18 June
in the village hall, at a stand showcasing Eynsham In
Bloom with photos by Ian White.

... to this:

OPEN GARDENS 11–12 JUNE: Note the date in

your diaries! Enquiries to Martin Flatman: 07719 646790/
frmartinflatman@gmail.com

Almost twenty gardens will be open from 14:00–18:00
this weekend varying from very large gardens that
are usually hidden from sight, to much smaller ones
with a fascinating variety of ideas. One will even have
a model railway! Teas will be served in a number of
venues.
Programmes can be obtained in advance from
Evenlode DIY and on the day from the Scout Hall
in Back Lane, or from any of the gardens. A modest
£3.50 gives access to all the gardens on either day.
Proceeds will go to Eynsham Day Centre which
provides facilities for the elderly on Monday in the
Village Hall, to a garden project at Eynsham Primary
School and to help seed wild flowers at the Fishponds
site.

HANGING BASKETS: Don’t forget the 90th birthday

competition linked to Flower Festival in July; full details and
booking forms at Evenlode DIY.
Evenlode DIY is offering 20% off when you buy
a 12”, 14” or 16” basket with a moss & wool liner
(£2.50) and a bag of their own compost (£1.60). Trish
has blossomed out with a promotional window too –
enjoy!
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The skatepark team met on Thursday 12 May to discuss
fundraising activity needed. We have received enough
grants to cover the build, but it would be great to see a
few picnic tables and benches nearby along with litter
bins and signs. We will also be planning the official
opening party, so if you have any ideas or want to get
involved please contact us on Facebook – Eynsham
Skate Project – or email eynshamskate@gmail.com

This space can take your message to over
2,000 homes.
Please contact Sandy Hellig to discuss:
07551 876285
email sandy@hellig@gmail.com

People

Nick Lewis follows up with a jogging tale from the 1980s –
still topical on many counts, it seems. Here’s an extract from
his work in progress, Travels With My Self. Read it in full at
www.disabilityartsonline.org.uk

Congratulations to all the Eynsham Road Runners who took
part in this year’s London Marathon: Lisa Bryant, Hannah
Hale, Lee Hillsdon, Shayne Humphrey, Caroline Ogden, Lisa
Pearce, Ben Pollard, Pete Sonley. Story and photo © Patricia
Crowley
A special congratulation goes to Kate Williamson who
came first (3hours, 42minutes and 42 seconds) in the
women’s + 70yrs group, breaking a national record
which had stood for over 20 years. Kate’s time was
faster than 75% of the 39,000 men and women aged
18 – 88 who took part.
Speaking to the Witney Gazette, Kate attributed
her successful marathon running career – she has
completed a total of 13 marathons in London (x 6),
Copenhagen, Stockholm, Edinburgh, Abingdon, Paris,
Tallin and Munich – to the support she received from
her local club. So for those of you who want to follow
in her footsteps, the club meets every Wednesday at
18:30 on Oxford Road Playing Fields or visit www.
eynshamroadrunners.org.uk
While Kate will still be pounding the pavements
with the club members, rumour has it that this
marathon was her last.

14

Desk-bound in London, I felt I should take some
exercise. Unlike the modern, bloated industrial fashion
for gymnasium machinery, the enthusiasm at the time
was for running. Then one morning I tripped and
fell. One finger protruded from the others at an odd
angle...
A minicab took me round to King’s College
Hospital A&E. I was admitted straight away. I was
shocked again. The ward was full of old men puffing
away at cigarettes. Apparently, in that period the idea
was that it kept them calm. But what about the other
patients? What about me? What about the nurses?
Trish turned up with provisions. She was shocked by
the smokers too. Happily, she had brought a radio,
so I could avoid both the inanities of ‘hospital radio’
and the seemingly interminable wait for an operating
theatre slot (no ‘modernisation’ in those Thatcherite
days).
They came for me at 10pm. At 10 next morning Trish
was escorting me to the main exit. A young man
stumbled down the stairs into the lobby. I recognised
my young surgeon. He had been working all night.

Penny Noel
The local community
was saddened to hear of
Penny’s sudden death last
month. Endlessly inventive
and unfailingly cheerful, she
was a generous contributor
to the local arts scene and
to Eynsham News as well.
We hope to publish a fuller
tribute in our next issue.

Fr Mark Lagorio
My maternal and paternal grandfathers were Italian:
the Lagorio and Picozzi families. They emigrated to
Birmingham and Hamilton respectively in the late
19th century. The two families eventually met during
the Second World War. The Picozzis made and sold
ice cream in Scotland; my grandfather, John Lagorio,
is recorded in ‘A History of Birmingham’ as the first
in Birmingham to obtain a licence to sell ice cream
publicly – see image below.

I was born in the late fifties and grew up in my home
parish of St. Wilfrid’s, Castle Bromwich, just a stone’s
throw away from Oscott Seminary. I am one of five
children: my parents were devout Catholics. I was
accepted for the priesthood by Archbishop Dwyer
and ordained at St Wilfrid’s. I have served in different
parishes in the north, Midlands, and south of the
Archdiocese for the past twenty nine years.
I have been in my current parish of St Joseph’s,
Thame, for fifteen and a half years. Although very sad
to say farewell to the people I have served and loved
for so long, I am very much looking forward to getting
to know the good people of Eynsham.

Peter Way – my hero

If you missed former poet laureate Andrew Motion’s moving
tribute to his teacher, who died on 31 March, do look it up. An
extract from his introduction follows
Our classroom paths first crossed when he began
teaching me English at A-level in 1967. At that stage I
had no great interest in literature… and no expectation
of going to university… two years later, reading was at
the centre of my life. This was his gift to me – and he
gave it without ostentation, always speaking modestly
and carefully, in such a way as to make poetry (in
particular) seem an endlessly ingenious thing, but also
as natural to the species as breathing.
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AQUA-VIEW AQUARIUM MAINTENANCE

Do you find it a chore or just don’t have the time to       
clean your tank and filter?

Then I’m the man for the job. Call Allan on 01865
464188 (Eynsham) email: aquaview@mail.com
Over 30 years’ fishkeeping experience.

A CLEAN AQUARIUM IS A HEALTHY AQUARIUM

EYNSHAM TUTORS

- One to one tuition in science and maths
- Exam technique and past papers
- A level and GCSE
- School entrance exams (common entrance)
Contact Dr. Rachel Grant, PhD, PG Cert LTHE
rachelannegrant@gmail.com

Recreation

Image © Paul Hughes – Eynsham Arts Group
EYNSHAM CARNIVAL & CRAFT FAIR,
2 JULY

Image © Alan Mills, 1976]

Image © Oxford Mail & Times]

Our special 70th carnival will include special acts: an
acrobatic display team, the Black Eagles; a car stunt
show from MSI Wolfs; the Leggett Dancers and a
car rescue demonstration from Oxfordshire Fire and
Rescue.
In the family zone there will be Crocodiles of
the World, Land Zorb, Skittles Soft Play (under 5s),
a puppet show (BK Entertainments) and Electric
Go-Karts. We also have Professor Crump, Drago the
Dragon and Sheridan the Sheepdog (animatronic dog
on a tricycle). Look out for your free programme and
get your discount tickets in advance from Eynsham
Post Office, Evenlode DIY or Eynsham Cellars.
A richly illustrated history of the Carnival will be
out by 2 July, priced £9.95. The book has been put
together by Martin Harris with much help from the
Carnival Committee, Eynsham History Group, Sue
& Don Chapman, John Chipperfield (Oxford Mail
& Times) and of course Eynsham people past and
present. Martin will be selling and signing copies in
the craft marquee on 70th Carnival Day. All profits
will go to Eynsham Carnival funds.

Group updates
EYNSHAM HISTORY GROUP: This year’s main
outing is on Wednesday 29 June to the National Trust
house & garden at Dyrham Park near Bath. The coach
leaves Back Lane car park at 09:00, returning around
18:00, so we should have ample time to visit the house
and exhibitions, have lunch or take a picnic and explore
the newly-extended gardens. We are pleased to invite
Eynsham residents to join us on a ‘first come basis’.
The cost will be £24, or £12 for NT members. Please
contact Philip Spencer: 01865 881025 or email spencer633@
btinternet.com

Unisex Hairdressing Salon
- internationally trained stylist
- colour technician
- easy parking
Call Mireille on 01865 883569
57 Spareacre Lane Eynsham OX29 4NL
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KEEP FIT, KEEP YOUNG: If you would like a fun
morning and chance to meet new friends do come and
join our class. It is aimed at ages 60 plus, with seated
and standing routines for all abilities. We meet in St
Leonard’s Hall on Thursday from 11:30–12:30 and
your first session is free. Contact Olwen Radburn: 01993
773432 / olwen44@tiscali.co.uk

EYNSHAM
Every Thursday 9–10.30
(not January)
Home-made Handcrafted
Local Produce
St. Leonard’s Church Hall
Contact 01865 880928

OASIS is a holiday club for over 60s, organized by
our village churches on 16, 17 and 18 August from
10:15–15:45. Brochures will be available mid-June at
Eynsham Library or Evenlode DIY. Cost £3.50 per
day, or £10 for three days. Booking is essential –
contact Sue Butler: 01865 881690/sue19dove@aol.com
T’AI CHI beginners’ classes
now run in the Sports Pavilion
on Tuesday 10:00–11:00. Come
and enjoy a series of graceful,
flowing movements that will help
you become flexible, strong and
relaxed. Contact Marie Carty: 01865
301844/mariecarty8@gmail.com
BALLROOM AND
LATIN-AMERICAN
classes run every week in
the Baptist Hall. Spaces
are currently available
for ages 3–8 with a few
spaces also for over–
eights. Students are currently working towards the
International Dance Teachers’ Association exam
in June. An external examiner assesses each student
individually and grades the performance. Successful
students receive an award and certificate (see photo).
Contact Sarah Ayers:
01865 881208/dance@seayers.plus.com
CAVE QUEST: An exciting new summer holiday
club for ages 5–11 at Eynsham Primary School on
25–29 July: five mornings of fun activities supported
by the three Eynsham churches. Suggested donation
£20 for first child, £10 for other siblings. Call 07808
297043/email eynshamhc2016@gmail.com
GET IN THE SWIM: summer holiday classes at
Eynsham Primary School Monday 1–Friday 5 August:
• Beginners
10:00–10:30
• Intermediate 10:30–11:00
• Advanced
11:00–11:30
Charge £40 per week, bookings via the School Office
or email eynshamprimarypta@outlook.com And if
you fancy a kids’ pool party, the facilities are available
to hire at £30 per hour, including a qualified lifeguard.
Please email as above or contact Nic: 07986 099173.
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GOLSBY BUTCHERS
of EYNSHAM
•

Traditional ways in a modern world.

•

Come on in and see your local,
knowledgeable and skilled butchers.

•

We are able to cater for your everyday
meals and even something special for
that dinner party.

•

Boned, rolled or stuffed – we can do it!!

•

Free local delivery

•

Home-made sausages including gluten
free

•

Home cured (proper) bacon

Tel: 01865 881219
Email: golsbybutchers@hotmail.com
@Eynsham butchers

A LARGE RANGE IN A SMALL SHOP

Saturday 18 June from 10:00 to 16:00 in the Village Hall –
come and see what the village has to offer you!
A wide variety of local clubs, groups, charities and other
organisations (but not businesses) will be promoting
themselves with displays and other information.
Admission is free, and refreshments will be available.
This year it is being organised by the Village
Hall Management Committee following PCSO
Helen Keen’s ‘retirement’ from organising the event
in previous years for which she deserves our many
thanks.
Please contact Eve Hollis: 07721 880550/email
eve.hollis@gmail.com if you wish to participate. The
Hall will be open from 08:30 on the day for setting up.
CHARITY SUMMER BALL: The Rotary Club of
Eynsham invite organisations, clubs and individuals
to come along and support this ‘black tie’ event on
Saturday 4 June at the Four Pillars Hotel, Witney
(19:00 for 19:30). Three charities, SeeSaw, Footsteps
Foundation and Pancreatic Cancer UK will benefit
from the proceeds. Tickets £45 pp include a disco
and 3 course meal – contact Keith Pimm 01993 778609,
Harold Jerred 01865 881869 or Evenlode DIY.
Our Charity Film Night on 2 April raised over £1,400
which will be divided between Helen & Douglas
House and Young Dementia UK. Thanks to all who
supported the event.
EYNSHAM ARTS GROUP spring show runs to
30 May in the Bartholomew Room from 10:00–16:00.
Thanks to an ongoing surge in membership, visitors
can expect to see an exciting range of styles and
media, from artists old and new, displaying the depth
of artistic talent to be found in and around the village.

BRIDEWELL ORGANIC GARDEN and vineyard
at Wilcote (OX7 3EB) opens on Sundays 26 June and
24 July from 14:00–17:00. Admission £3.50, children
free. Refreshments, plants, produce, products and our
own organic wine will be on sale. Enquiries: 01993
864530/www.bridewellorganicgardens.co.uk
18

What’s on
May

www.jamiewebbroofing.co.uk
Specialists in roof tiling/slating/Stonesfield slate
All repair undertaken and fully insured & all works guaranteed
Tel: 01865 882131
Mob: 07584459268

Specialising in the letting of property
in the Eynsham/Witney area
26 Science Night, Primary School 17:00–19:30.
All welcome
28 Garden Club, Coton Manor – all day outing
27 Community Cinema – page 18
29 Litter Pickers, Baptist Hall 13:45– page 11

June

Professional advice
Free market appraisal
Competitive fees
For individual service call
Christopher Dodds - 01865 883108
cnd@abbey-rentals.co.uk
11b High Street Eynsham
www.abbey-rentals.co.uk

4
5

GreenTEA, Eynsham Emporium 10:30–12:00
Acoustic Club, White Hart 20:00.
Enquiries: 01865 731787
8 Garden Club, Village Hall 19:30. Philip Aubury,
Conservatory & house plants. Enquiries: 01865 882417
11–12 Open Gardens – page 13
13 Eynsham News, Newlands 19:30 – page 2
13 Helen & Douglas House, The Talbot 19:30.
Quiz night.
14 Women’s Institute, St Leonard’s Hall 19:30.
Chris Lowe, RNLI. Enquiries: 01865 882011
15 Carers’ Group, Eynsham Emporium 11:00.
Contact Pamela Richards: 01865 881396
15 Eynsham Society, local walk 18:30.
Enquiries: 01865 880563
18 COMMUNITY DAY, Village Hall – page 18
21 Eynsham Futures, Bartholomew Room
19:30 – p 3
23 EU Referendum, Village Hall 07:00–2:00
24 Community Cinema – page 18
26 Gatehouse Volunteers: 01865 881346
26 Litter Pickers, Baptist Hall 13:45 – page 11
29 History Group, all day visit to Dyrham Park
09:00. Enquiries Philip Spencer: 01865 881025
– page 16
29 Arts Group, Bartholomew Room 19:30.
Sarah Gracie, Text as image.

19

July
2 EYNSHAM CARNIVAL – page 16
2–4 Flower Festival, St Leonard’s Church all day.
Enquiries: PCSO Helen Keen/Sandra Syphas
3 Acoustic Club, White Hart 20:00.
Enquiries: 01865 731787
5 Garden Club, Sports Pavilion 19:00.
Summer Party
8 Eynsham News copy deadline – page 2
12 Women’s Institute, Sports Pavilion 19:00.
Royal Garden Party
13 Eynsham Society, local walk 18:30.
Enquiries: 01865 880563
19 Eynsham Futures, Bartholomew Room 19:30
– page 3
20 Carers’ Group, Eynsham Emporium 11:00.
Enquiries: 01865 881396

22 FREE fun for all ages & abilities, Oxford Road
Playing Field – look out for the posters!
22 Community Cinema – page 18
24 Litter Pickers, Baptist Hall 13:45
29 Arts Group, Bartholomew Room 19:30.
Annie Wootton, Papier mâché.
These listings are open to all community groups
and we welcome photos too – see page 2 for
contact details. Next issue will be out on 25 July–
copy deadline Friday 8 July.

Visit Eynsham Online at www.eynsham-pc.gov.uk

Our sponsors
Thanks to Eynsham Dental Care, Pimms Commercial
Properties and the Eynsham Churches for their
generous support in 2016/17.
Printed in Oxford by Holywell Press
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PCSOs Helen & Sandra © Ian White

The Joinery Shop
Windows, Doors, Staircases, Book cases,
All Bespoke Joinery,
Timber, Sheet Materials planed and cut to size.
Mouldings to pattern.
Picnic Tables, Gates, Garden Seats, Fencing
Materials

Tel  01865 883058
Fax 01865 883493
Mobile 07770766532
Timberyte
Unit B Anvil Court
Stanton Harcourt Road,
Eynsham, OX29 4UD
timberyte@hotmail.co.uk

